
NM Writing - Grades 3-5 
Performance Level Descriptors (Nearing Proficiency and Proficient) 

 
 

Proficient 
• The student applies grammatical and language conventions with minimal errors 

to communicate effectively and demonstrates skills and strategies of the writing 
process in a variety of compositions. 

 
Nearing Proficiency 

• The student’s use and application of grammatical and language conventions 
demonstrates ineffective communication. Student demonstrates insufficient 
skills and strategies of the writing process in a variety of compositions. 


