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SCIENCE GRADE 7 
 
A.  Short Answer (SA) 2 points 
Mean:  0.48 
 
Standard: II.b.C.1 
Strand: Content of Science 
Content Standard: Life Science:  Understand the properties, structures, and processes of living things and 
the interdependence of living things and their environments. 
Benchmark:  Understand the structure of organisms and the function of cells in living systems. 
1.  Understand that organisms are composed of cells and identify unicellular and multicellular organisms. 
 
 
All organisms are composed of cells.  Some organisms are classified as unicellular, and 
others are classified as multicellular organisms. 
 
Identify 1 unicellular organism and explain your answer. 
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B.  Rubric 
 
Top score response: 
 
The student correctly identifies a unicellular organism and explains why the organism is 
unicellular. 

• Bacteria 
•  Protozoa 
• unicellular algae 
• and unicellular fungi or yeasts 
• Amoebas 

 
The student explains that these organisms are unicellular because they are made up of 
only once cell.  
 
 
Score Description 

2 

The student demonstrates thorough understanding of the relevant scientific 
concepts and/or procedures. The student completes the task correctly, using 
scientifically sound procedures and provides clear and complete explanations 
and interpretations. The response may contain minor flaws that do not detract 
from the demonstration of thorough understanding. 

1 

The student demonstrates partial understanding of the relevant scientific 
concepts and/or procedures. The response includes some correct information, 
but indicates a lack of essential understanding of the scientific concepts and/or 
procedures. Explanations and/or interpretations are incomplete or only partially 
supported. The response may contain flaws that indicate misunderstanding of 
the task or of the scientific concepts and/or procedures. 

0 
The student demonstrates no understanding of the relevant scientific concepts 
and/or procedures. The response is incorrect or irrelevant to the skill or concept 
being measured, or no response is provided. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



C.  Student Responses 
 
SCORE 2 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
SCORE 1 
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SCORE 0 
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