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“Only you can prevent wildfires.”
Maybe you've heard these words from the
famous Smokey Bear. People used to hear
his words all the time on the radio and
on television. There were Smokey Bear
posters, a song, toys, and books. Why was
this bear so important?

In the 10405, forest fires became
a major concern for the United States.
Park rangers wanted to find a way to
keep forests safe. They knew they needed
to warn people about the dangers of
forest fires. Forest fires could bumn down many, many trees. They could also harm
humans and animals. The rangers wanted a way to teach people the rules of fire
safety. What was the best way to get this Important message out?

They decided to start a campaign to help people learn about forest fire safety.
Posters were made using a picture of a bear wearing a hat. The name on the hat
was Smokey. Smokey Bear, as he was known, was pouring a bucket of water over
a campfire. The posters worked. Smokey Bear became very popular.

‘Then something terrible happened. A human started a huge forest fire in the
Capitan Mountains in New Mexico. The fire destroyed 17,000 acres of trees. This
s the size of a glant forest! During the fire, a bear cub raced up a tree to stay safe.
‘The cub held onto the tree for dear life. Firefighters finally saw the cub and
rescued him. He was badly burned, especially on his feet. The bear cub was taken
to an animal hospital in Santa Fe to get well. Then he was taken to live in a z00.

At first, the bear cub was called “Hotfoot Teddy.” However, his name changed
and the cub was renamed Smokey Bear, after the bear pictured on the posters. The
real bear cub was used in ads and stories.

‘The real Smokey Bear became as popular as the bear on the poster. He even
received mail. In fact, he got so much mail, the postal service had to give Smokey
his own ZIP Code™! Many years later, a Smokey Bear postage stamp was made. The
stamp Is meant to celebrate all the work the bear has done to protect our forests.
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What is another word for

campaign?

® Day
© Area
= © Plan
© Costume
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List two examples that show how popular the real Smokey Bear became.





3331573

	Score
	Description

	2
	The student lists two examples showing how popular Smokey Bear became.  The reasons the student should have stated are as follows:

The real Smokey Bear received his own mail and his own zip code.

The real Smokey Bear also had a postage stamp made to celebrate all the work he had done to protect the forests.

	1
	The student only lists one example showing how popular Smokey Bear became

	0
	The student does not list any examples showing how Smokey Bear became popular

OR

The response is incorrect or irrelevant.
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The article about Smokey Bear
would be most interesting to
someone who,

@ collects postage stamps with

bears on them
® wants to know more about
firefighters
© is writing a report about
animals in the zoo
v © is studying the history of fire
safety
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Which question is not
answered by the author?

® Why is Smokey Bear
important?

© How did Smokey Bear get his
name?
© How did rangers tell others
about wildfires?
+= © What happens after a forest
fire has been put out?
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Do you think the picture helps the reader better understand this story? Give one
reason why or why not.





3331572

	Score
	Description

	2
	The student states whether or not the picture helps the reader understand the story.  The student must explain why or why not the picture is helpful to the story.  A possible response may include, but is not limited to, the following:

Yes, the picture helps the reader a lot.  The picture can help someone understand what the story is about before one even starts reading.  A picture can sometimes answer questions or give more information.  A picture also makes the story interesting to read.

	1
	The student states whether or not the picture helps the reader understand the story.  No reasonable explanation is given for the answer choice.

	0
	The student does not attempt to answer the question or explain whether pictures are helpful

OR

the response is incorrect or irrelevant.
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If you are not sure how
Smokey Bear got his name,
you should —

look at the picture
ask your teacher for the
answer

te-read the middle of the
article

1ead over the title of the
article
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In the 19405, park rangers were concerned about forest fires. Write at least
one paragraph giving three detailed reasons why they were concerned. Use
information from the article to support your answer.





3175471

	Score
	Description

	4
	Response gives three detailed reasons why they were concerned.

	3
	Response gives two detailed reasons why they were concerned.

	2
	Response gives one detailed reasons why they were concerned.

	1
	Response states that they were concerned.

	0
	Response is totally inappropriate and includes irrelevant details


