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Even though it was only a mildly warm
aftemoon in early May, my brow was already
covered in sweat as I adjusted the black cap.

A few bobby pins clinked on my dresser as [
struggled to pin the awkward cap neatly in place.
The rough, cheap material didn't fit the shape of
my head, but [ had never been happier to wear a
hatin my life. It wasn't just a hat. It was both a
trophy for me and a gift for my mother. Plus, |
was sure that Nona would like it a lot beter than
the tom, bright-yellow polyester hat I wore every
day last summer after softball practice. She would
always smile and say that at least yellow was a
good color for me, as it had been for my mother
when she was young,

With that thought, my eyes darted to the cardboard bos of photographs at my feet.
Unable to find my prized photo on the top of the stack, I frantically dug through the
box of carelessly packed picture frames. I scolded myself for doing such a bad job of
packing, The last two weeks had been so busy, with all of my time divided among
studying, taking final exams, and trying to pack up my belongings. When my fingers
grazed the familiar, sharp edges of the tarnished frame, I knew I had found it. I pulled
the frame close to me and gazed once again at the faraway, faded face in the picture.

My mother had been a beautiful young woman with sharp black eyes and wavy,
dark hair. I had always loved her dress in the picture, It was the color of daffodils, with
small black checks on it and a wide black belt. She scemed so elegant and formal, but
then again, she had only had a handful of pictures taken in her short life. In those days
in Chile, you didn't get your picture taken on an ordinary day around the house.
Iwwished that I could have known her.

Nona had always said how smart and brave my mother had been and that she had
always wanted to go to college. Nona would never have been bold enough to leave
home alone for a country where people didn't speak her language, and she claimed she
would never have known how to get a job as a seamstress on her own. My mother's
generation was a lot more independent than Nona's. Nona surely would have never
come to the United States if my mother hadn't initiated the move first and set
everything up for her, but I was glad that both of them had come.

I quietly placed the frame back in the cardboard box, this time wedging it carefully
in a comer where I knew it would stay. After I had finally gotten the cap firmly in place,
I paused to stare at my reflection for a few minutes, focusing intently on my own black
eyes. Today, when I walked across the stage to accept my college diploma, I would
achieve the goal my mother had always dreamed about.
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Which item described in the
story Is compared to a trophy?

‘The narator’s favorite yellow

Softball cap
‘The narator’s graduation hat
‘The narmator’s college diploma
‘The narmator’s tarnished
photograph frame
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List two things the narsator may
have been thinking about as she

stared intently at her reflection.
Be sure to write your response In
‘your answer document.





	Score
	Description

	2
	The student lists two things the narrator may have been thinking about as she was staring at her reflection.  A possible response should include, but is not limited to, the following:

The girl was deep in thought evaluating herself and her accomplishment.  She was thinking about the importance of the day to herself, her mother, grandmother, and her family.

	1
	The student lists one thing the narrator may have been thinking about as she was staring at her reflection.

	0
	The student does not list anything that the narrator may have been thinking about as she was staring at her reflection

OR

The response is incorrect or irrelevant.
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‘Which statement best expresses.
the conflict described in the

story?

A young woman has to pass
difficult exams.

A young woman overcomes
poverty and despair.

A young woman copes with the
Loss of her mother.

A young woman strives to
accomplish what her mother
could not.
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‘The author's use of the first
person perspective in the story
accomplishes all of the
following except —

creating a warm, personal mood

conveying the narrator's private
opinions and feelings

relating neutral descriptions of
characters and events

allowing the reader to experience
the namators inner thoughts
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To comprehend the significance
of the day, the reader needs to.
understand —

A howlong the narmator has been in

school
B the subjects the narrator studied
5 € the reason the narmator feels so
proud to graduate
D why the namator wishes she had
known her mother
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List one possible theme of this story.
Use a detail from the story to explain

the theme. Be sure to write your
tesponse in your answer document.





	Score
	Description

	2
	The student identifies one possible theme of this story and uses a detail from the story to explain the theme. The response should include the following:

Yes, there is a theme in this story.  The theme is that younger generations may often value and pursue the goals of their parents and that these goals are not achieved without commitment and dedication.  This is shown by the way that the narrator reflects back on what she knows about her mother,  and her respectful attitude towards her grandmother.

	1
	The student identifies one possible theme of this story, but does not use a detail from the story to explain the theme.

	0
	The student does not identify one possible theme of this story, and does not use a detail from the story to explain the theme

OR

the response is incorrect or irrelevant.


New Mexico Standards-Based Assessment

Released Items

Standard: 8IIIB2
________________________________________________________________________
[image: image8.png]si77%0s

Read the following statement from the
story and answer the question below:

“In those days In Chile, you didn't get
‘your picture taken on an ordinary day
around the house.”

‘What meaning did the author
‘most likely want to convey In
‘making this statement?

Chilean citizens were not
Interested In photography.
People in Chile did not choose to,
dress up for photographs.

‘Taking photographs was a luxury
teserved only for special
occasions.

Photographs were illegal In Chile
because of strict government
regulations.
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Nona and the namator’s mother were
very different women, yet both had a
positive effect on the narrator's life
and personal choices. In an organized
essay, discuss the Influence of both

women on the narrator, providing
detais from the text to support your
statements. Be sure to write your
tesponse in your answer document.






	Score
	Description

	4
	Answer fully explores how Nona and the narrator’s mother influenced the narrator.  Appropriate textual references are cited and explained to support all points.

	3
	Answer provides some analysis of how Nona and the narrator’s mother influenced the narrator.  Textual references are used to support major points.  Sufficient elaboration and explanation accompany textual references.

	2
	Answer does not fully convey how Nona and the narrator’s mother influenced the narrator.  Some relevant textual references are made, but they are not adequately explained.

	1
	Answer features little insight into Nona and the narrator’s mother’s influence on the narrator.  Some textual references are made, but they are not always relevant or adequately explained.

	0
	Answer attempts to explain the influence of one or both of the women on the narrator.  Textual support is minimal or completely lacking.


