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March 22, 2010

MEMORANDUM 
TO:
 
Charter School Directors, Public Education Commission                  
CC:

Veronica C. García, Secretary of Education



Dr. Lisa Grover, Executive Director New Mexico Charter Schools Coalition


Charter Schools Division Staff

FROM:  
Don Duran, Assistant Secretary of Education
RE:   

Best Practices
 

Dear Charter School Directors:

The Charter School Act of 1999 allowed for the creation of charter schools as a public choice option for parents and students in New Mexico authorized by local districts.   The Charter School Act was later amended in 2006 to include the Public Education Commission as a state authorizer.   A charter school is given the autonomy to organize around a core mission, develop a unique curriculum, theme, or teaching method and to have flexibility in how the school is governed.  In exchange for this autonomy, the school is required to produce academic results. The Charter School Act provides multiple reasons for establishing charter schools, including but not limited encouraging “the use of different and innovative teaching methods that are based on reliable research and effective practices or have been replicated successfully in schools with diverse characteristics (22-8B-3 NMSA 1978).”
Over the last few years, some New Mexico charter schools have become nationally-recognized for their superior academic achievement and innovative educational methods.  The New Mexico Charter Schools Division (CSD) would like to embark on a new project that would capture these types of innovative practices being implemented in our charter schools.  Eventually, CSD would post these best practices on PED’s website.  These best practices will highlight the important work that both charter schools and authorizers are doing in sharing innovative, educational best practices. It is our hope that showcasing these practices can further the important dialogue that is necessary among educators in all types of public schools to support student achievement across the State of New Mexico.  

Best practices should be identified into these categories:
• School mission;

• Internal and/or external student assessment systems;

• Using school-wide and individual student assessment data to inform curriculum and instruction;

• Developing, refining, and documenting curricula;

• Instructional practices;

• Practices in instructional leadership;

• Meeting the unique needs of at-risk learners;

• Meeting the unique needs of Special education students and English language learners;

• School culture and classroom management practices;

• School-wide or individual professional development programs;

• Community involvement;

• Local governance oversight and governance practices;

• Budgeting and long-range fiscal planning strategies;

• Fiscal policies and procedures
Please submit your best practices on this form:
Best Practice Category:
School Name:



Address: 


Grades Served: 


Total Enrollment: 
Authorizer:


Date Authorized

Date(s) Renewed (if applicable):


Contact Information:
Name: 

Phone:

Fax:

Email:

A description of the best practice (not to exceed 500 words)


