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 2010 Social Studies Summer Review Institute 


Teacher Perspective Textbook Critique 
 


Local school boards may also want to consider other criteria to meet the needs of their student population.  
All teachers that reviewed this material are highly qualified in their specific field in education. 
 
Textbook Title:   The New Mexico Journey. 
Publisher:  Gibbs Smith 
Grade Level:  Mid-School 
ISBN No.  Teacher Edition: 978142361606 
ISBN No.  Student Edition: 978142361605 
 
 


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                   
 
 


TEXTBOOK ORGANIZATION  


The teacher edition was very teacher friendly and teacher oriented. The teacher resource was well defined with a sufficient amount of materials. 
The student projects seem fun and created with a high level of student interest. The NM Standards are well defined, noted, and identified 
throughout the text.  They are noted lesson to lesson and chapter to chapter. Lessons are clear with easy to follow suggestions for teachers.  The 
Differentiated Instruction component  is well written and applicable providing good opportunities for all-student engagement. 


STUDENT ASSESSMENT SUPPORT 


Questions for students at the end of each chapter is formatted in  Know-Apply-Analyze repeated manner but following Bloom’s Taxonomy. There 
are sufficient Test Prep opportunities for students. Well defined project based activities are available as are technology/website locations providing  
relevant learning opportunities.  The “Link to the Past” feature would be beneficial to students as it helps them make connections and increases 
their level of understanding. Differentiated Learning allows for all students to be engaged. 


ADDITIONAL CRITERIA  


Pictures and graphics are beautifully illustrated. The book has visual appeal which enhances content learning. This text does an excellent job of 
integrating economics into the content. It also includes civics and government on all levels: tribal, state, local, and national. 


FM (Grade 7): Concise but effective degree of information for this grade level. Very well organized and easy to read without being too simple. 
Repetition of skills (Know-Apply-Analyze) on the review page per chapter provides good foundation for students learning to use a history text. 
 
JD (Grades 6 & 8): Finally, a beautifully written and illustrated book on New Mexico history. It follows NM standards to a tee. It also does an 
excellent jobat examining New Mexico on all levels from small New Mexico communities to New Mexico’s role as a part of the United States. 
 
LW (Grades 3 & 4): This is the book to teach NM standards! It is organized to be teacher friendly and covers all content areas in standards. 


ADDITIONAL TEACHER COMMENTS  








 


 


 2010 Social Studies Summer Review Institute 


Teacher Perspective Textbook Critique 
 


Local school boards may also want to consider other criteria to meet the needs of their student population.  
All teachers that reviewed this material are highly qualified in their specific field in education. 
 
Textbook Title:  World History Journey Across Time  
Publisher:  Glencoe 
Grade Level:  6 
ISBN No.  Teacher Edition: 7980078750519 
ISBN No.  Student Edition: 9780078750502 
 
 


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                   
 
 


TEXTBOOK ORGANIZATION  


Each thematic unit began with a “Focus”, “Ideas to teach” and “Vocabulary” directly related to the N.M. standards being addressed. The extended 
activities met all levels of Blooms Taxonomy to allow success for all students. Predictions at the beginning of each chapter lead right into re-
teaching when necessary. Each unit also clearly identified additional resources. The book is teacher friendly and engaging for students. 


STUDENT ASSESSMENT SUPPORT 


The graphics, fonts and side bars are clear, organized and directly related to N.M. standards for student achievement. The text is written in a 
structured format for easy comprehension and support. Chapter headings, highlighted sections and captions easily allow student to review for 
understanding. End of unit assessments check for basic knowledge as well as critical thinking. Assessments also vary in format (multiple choice, 
matching, fill in the blank, essay and create). 


ADDITIONAL CRITERIA  


This book builds on prior knowledge as it progresses. It reviews higher level thinking skills to support all types of learners. It meets N.M. 
standards and is respectful of all cultures. 


I really like that a middle school book refers students to outside authentic literature to support the social studies content. K.O. Instructional Coach 
K-5 
 
This book would be one I could see pleasing all teachers within the department. C.L. 6th grade 
 
The text is well constructed and lends itself to teaching the N.M. state standards. A.B. Title 1 teadcher K-5 


ADDITIONAL TEACHER COMMENTS  








 


 


 2010 Social Studies Summer Review Institute 


Teacher Perspective Textbook Critique 
 


Local school boards may also want to consider other criteria to meet the needs of their student population.  
All teachers that reviewed this material are highly qualified in their specific field in education. 
 
Textbook Title:  Holt McDougal US History Beginnings to 1877 . 
Publisher:  Holt McDougal. 
Grade Level:  8. 
ISBN No.  Teacher Edition: 9780547390871. 
ISBN No.  Student Edition: Click here to enter text. 
 
 


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                   
 
 


TEXTBOOK ORGANIZATION  


Textbook is organized sequentially with some thematic parts. It aligns to the History, Geography, and Researching standards. In the specialized 
NM section, video/technology center, re-teach, audio, and intervention components are included as well. Excellent use of graphic organizers, 
photographs, charts, and maps to support concepts presented. 


STUDENT ASSESSMENT SUPPORT 


Differentiated Instruction and wide range of assessment options used. Textbook provides standardized assessment and create-your-own option to 
help manage student success. Textbook allows students standard test practice as well as higher level thinking of questions. 


ADDITIONAL CRITERIA  


This book is organized well-ex: Preview, Direct Teach, Re-teach, and Assessment, along with intervention as a technology component. ELL, 
Differentiated Instruction, and Special Needs’ components that hit below, at, or above grade level included. Inclusion of a Performance Rubric and 
supplemental Economic materials would have been helpful. 


This book had some very strong compnonents, such as: visual and comprehensive summaries. AB-Title I 
Good book for teachers and students. CL-6th 
This text addresses the history standards and is well organized with a teacher friendly guide. LW-3rd 


ADDITIONAL TEACHER COMMENTS  








 


 


 2010 Social Studies Summer Review Institute 


Teacher Perspective Textbook Critique 
 


Local school boards may also want to consider other criteria to meet the needs of their student population.  
All teachers that reviewed this material are highly qualified in their specific field in education. 
 
Textbook Title:  World History Ancient Civilizations. 
Publisher:  Holt Dougal 
Grade Level:  6th grade 
ISBN No.  Teacher Edition: 9780030940354. 
ISBN No.  Student Edition:  
 
 


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                   
 
 


TEXTBOOK ORGANIZATION  


• Combination of sequential and thematic-many different resources online, literature resources, etc. CD-rom available, test generator as 
well as lesson planner and pacing guides for teacher. 


• Differentiated options available, variety of teaching strategies specified as well as worksheets for students 
• Well organized on the steps to implement specific lessons 
• A lot of background information for teacher available for each lesson 
• On line version of textbook as well as many electronic resources available 


STUDENT ASSESSMENT SUPPORT 


• Test generator available online as well as alternative assessment handbook for struggling readers  
• Chapter assessments are built on Bloom’s taxonomy and reflect a building upon previously learned knowledge 
• Each section has a reteaching element for students who don’t get it the first time 
• Assessments are varied and involve the use of graphic organizers, open response questions, in other words “authentic assessment” 


 


ADDITIONAL CRITERIA  


• Provides support for ELL learners 
• Does great job of linking learned knowledge to current situations in today’s society 
• Differentiation options/strategies available for each lesson for students below, at and above grade level 
• Has limited geography, economics and civics lessons  


L.W.” readability of text seems to be above 6th grade level, needs to include medieval Europe to be sure to address all history standards,. Great 
graphics and covers basic content of ancient civilizations.” 
J.D. “this text has a lot of excellent graphics and instructional support for the teachers. Limitations include opportunities for students to develop 
skills in economics and geography. Also, mediveval Europe is one of the favorite topics for students and this is not in the text.” 
F.M. “visuals are great. Student interest level could be high. Teacher support materials seem very useful and beneficial. Consistent type of 
questions allows students to master all 3 levels of questioning. Pacing and covering all materials over 10 months may be a challenge.” 


ADDITIONAL TEACHER COMMENTS  








 


 


 2010 Social Studies Summer Review Institute 


Teacher Perspective Textbook Critique 
 


Local school boards may also want to consider other criteria to meet the needs of their student population.  
All teachers that reviewed this material are highly qualified in their specific field in education. 
 
Textbook Title:  World History 
Publisher:  Holt McDougal 
Grade Level:  6 
ISBN No.  Teacher Edition: 9780547391158 
ISBN No.  Student Edition: N/A. 
 
 


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                   
 
 


TEXTBOOK ORGANIZATION  


The text book is sequential and very detailed. The Majority of the standards are very well addressed. Assessments measured all levels of Blooms 
Taxonomy. The book is very user friendly and provides clear and succinct instruction. Vocabulary is clearly identified and referred to. Re-teaching 
opportunities. 


STUDENT ASSESSMENT SUPPORT 


There are many visuals to support student learning. The types of assessments allow for all types of learners to succeed with an entire section on 
test taking strategies. 


ADDITIONAL CRITERIA  


There is an on-line test bank for teachers to create their own assessments. 


Excellent content in this book. The text was very engaging and very easy to read and understand. LM 2nd grade. 
 
A very engaging text with multiple opportunities for multi-level learning. SA 5th grade. 
 
This text was well-organized and content rich. It gives an interesting portrayal of history and honors a variety of cultures and perspectives. A great 
read. CR Instructional coach k-5. 


ADDITIONAL TEACHER COMMENTS  








 


 


 2010 Social Studies Summer Review Institute 


Teacher Perspective Textbook Critique 
 


Local school boards may also want to consider other criteria to meet the needs of their student population.  
All teachers that reviewed this material are highly qualified in their specific field in education. 
 
Textbook Title:  America: History of Our Nation (Beginnings Through 1877 
Publisher:  Prentice Hall 
Grade Level:  8 
ISBN No.  Teacher Edition: 9780132525497 
ISBN No.  Student Edition: 9780132525480 
 
 


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                   
 
 


TEXTBOOK ORGANIZATION  


This textbook is very well-organized.  The teacher edition has step-by-step instructions on lessons for each chapter.  It has excellent teacher 
resources for differentiated instruction including specific strategies for ELL, gifted and less proficient readers.  It includes a section that 
specifically addresses the standards related to New Mexico history and how it relates to the history of the United States.  It also has a section that 
fully correlates the New Mexico Content Standards and Benchmarks to the text with citations indicating where in the text the standard is 
addressed.  


STUDENT ASSESSMENT SUPPORT 


This textbook includes excellent higher level critical thinking activities as well as before, during, and after activities throughout.  It has excellent 
and varied assessment tools. It even includes an online formative assessment including suggestions for remediation.  It addresses all levels of 
Bloom’s Taxonomy in its assessment and skills-building throughout. 


ADDITIONAL CRITERIA  


The graphics and visual support is excellent throughout this textbook.  It ties United States history to that of New Mexico throughout the book.  It 
includes excellent suggestions for project-based activities in each chapter.  It frequently uses primary sources that includes document-based 
questions.  It also includes handbooks within the textbook itself that develops geography, economics and civics skills.  Finally, the readability 
seems very appropriate for 8th grade.   


• Readability level is perfect for middle school and the material is extremely well-written and put into a context students can understand 
and be interested in. Format and organization are very teacher friendly and having the standards listed is wonderful.  LW: Grades 3 & 4 


• This textbook is very interesting.  It has a high interest level and is quite informative.  Each lesson is well-supported by publisher 
provided materials.  High level of questions appeal to teachers and will benefit students.  Each lesson is provided with a list of New 
Mexico Content Standards which makes lesson planning clear and easy. FM: Grade 7 


• This text has it all.  It is very comprehensive on all levels.  It is extremely well-organized and loaded with strategies to aide both the 
teacher and student.  I especially like the full correlation to New Mexico Standards and Benchmarks with each cited in the text.   This is 
especially helpful.  JD: Grades 6 & 8 


ADDITIONAL TEACHER COMMENTS  





