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 2010 Social Studies Summer Review Institute 


Teacher Perspective Textbook Critique 
 


Local school boards may also want to consider other criteria to meet the needs of their student population.  
All teachers that reviewed this material are highly qualified in their specific field in education. 
 
Textbook Title:  Contemporary Economics 
Publisher:  Cengage Learning 
Grade Level:  9-12 
ISBN No.  Teacher Edition: 9780538444965 
ISBN No.  Student Edition: 9780538444958 
 
 


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                   
 
 


TEXTBOOK ORGANIZATION  


Thematic organization with multiple activities, workshops and supplemental resources, including Net workbooks, study tools online, graphing 
workshops and teacher resources. Text includes chapter and section objectives side by side with National content standards for both student and 
teacher editions.  


STUDENT ASSESSMENT SUPPORT 


Comprehensive online reinforcement and study skills opportunities are offered throughout the text for students and which parents can access as 
well. The book is written at a lower reading level, and while the content is non-threatening and user friendly, it is challenging and at times the high 
level vocabulary and graphics are daunting. Content assessment needs supplementing for deeper access to student knowledge, as there are not 
enough application and analysis style questions to consistently reinforce learning in the classroom without access to the internet. The text itself 
deals primarily with basic level assessment.  


ADDITIONAL CRITERIA  


• The Teacher’s Edition is a strong resource that would promote cooperative learning with all learners in a variety of teaching 
environments (i.e. a substitute could comfortably use this resource). Spanish resources are available, but access to learning for a diverse 
group of students may need modification and supplementation.  This text was written more appropriately for an 11th or 12th grade level 
course. Be careful of over-teaching the material Exciting reinforcement opportunities online using interactive games 


• Online access to current events and issues 
• Available in Spanish 
• Practical examples in the book, including project based and cross curricular activities 
• Local/National and International topics are covered effectively and in a timely fashion 
• Strong multicultural approach 


• Valuable and appropriate graphics (though difficult at times) 
• Non-threatening and fun in a variety of ways 
• Applies current principles and activates prior knowledge 
 
 
“You have to buy in to an Economics structure to use this book. I like this book for a higher level audience.” SK 9-12 
 
“As a bilingual teacher, I like the fact that this book is available in Spanish.” AS 9-12 


ADDITIONAL TEACHER COMMENTS  








 


 


 2010 Social Studies Summer Review Institute 


Teacher Perspective Textbook Critique 
 


Local school boards may also want to consider other criteria to meet the needs of their student population.  
All teachers that reviewed this material are highly qualified in their specific field in education. 
Textbook Title:  American Government: Citizenship and Power 
Publisher:  EMC 
Grade Level:  9-12 
ISBN No.  Teacher Edition: 9780821955628 
ISBN No.  Student Edition: 9780821955611 
 
 


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                   
 
 


TEXTBOOK ORGANIZATION  


The text is thematically organized and responsive to New Mexico State Standards.  The text is divided into four units that are easy to follow with a 
good mix of text, pictures, and activities.  The pace of the text is formatted to follow short class periods or block schedule.   


STUDENT ASSESSMENT SUPPORT 


Multiple layers of questioning throughout the book address all levels of student learning.  The materials address multiple learning styles.  The style 
of presenting information and activities is attractive and interesting.  Each chapter clarifies objectives for students and teachers.  The supplemental 
material addresses the needs of all students and is easy to follow for teachers.   


ADDITIONAL CRITERIA  


A new teacher would be able to follow the explicit teaching strategies provided.  At the same time a seasoned teacher would be enthused with the 
variety of activities, supplements, and general information available in the text. 


“Strong text that I would use and recommend to other teachers.” T.S 9-12 Educator 
 
“It encourages high student involvement.”  D.D 9-12 Educator 
 
“Offers great scaffolding.”  C.C 9-12 Educator 


ADDITIONAL TEACHER COMMENTS  








 


 


 2010 Social Studies Summer Review Institute 


Teacher Perspective Textbook Critique 
 


Local school boards may also want to consider other criteria to meet the needs of their student population.  
All teachers that reviewed this material are highly qualified in their specific field in education. 
 
Textbook Title:   Economics new ways of thinking 
Publisher:  EMC 
Grade Level:  12. 
ISBN No.  Teacher Edition: 9780821957462 
ISBN No.  Student Edition: 9780821957455 
 
 


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                   
 
 


TEXTBOOK ORGANIZATION  


This text is both sequential and thematic.  There is useful material for students and instructors.  Augmentation resources are plentiful.  Text 
follows national standards and they are listed in an instructional format.  Graphs are present but some could lead to confusion.  Some teaching and 
reteaching strategies exist.  There are clear comprehensive plans for instruction using this text.  The instructor is left to their own devices for 
homework and parental support for learning.  Many alternative forms of instructional material are available. 


STUDENT ASSESSMENT SUPPORT 


There is an online practice test and study guide for each unit.  Exam view is available for instructors to use.  A comprehensive review is available 
at the end of each chapter.  Level I, II, and III activities are provided in the text and in the ancillary material.  Rubics are not easily found for 
student activities.  Assessments are adequate for checking student comprehension.  There is instructional material available which supports 
differentiated instruction.  


ADDITIONAL CRITERIA  


New teachers may find this text a little challenging.  There are standard supports for instructors but little evidence of content background 
information.  This text does an excellent job of taking advantage of current events when giving economic examples is available for all levels of 
learners. 


This is a good basic text. (GA 12) 
The mathematics of economics could be handled in a more effective manner (MEG 12) 
This would be a good text for an intro to econ course however it seems superficial for upper level students. (MR-D 12) 


ADDITIONAL TEACHER COMMENTS  








 


 


 2010 Social Studies Summer Review Institute 


Teacher Perspective Textbook Critique 
 


Local school boards may also want to consider other criteria to meet the needs of their student population.  
All teachers that reviewed this material are highly qualified in their specific field in education. 
 
Textbook Title:  Civics Today: Citizenship, Economics, & You 
Publisher:  Glencoe 
Grade Level:  9-12 
ISBN No.  Teacher Edition: 9780078921360 
ISBN No.  Student Edition: 9780078803093 
 
 


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                   
 
 


TEXTBOOK ORGANIZATION  


Thematic organization with extensive resources and supplementation. This text uses planning guides, leveled activities and resource managers to 
assist teachers in lesson planning. Online support with review sections and self-check quizzes are available for students and parents.  


STUDENT ASSESSMENT SUPPORT 


Multiple graphic organizers, creative writing and critical thinking activities are available for students in the text. Differentiated instruction 
provides extensive leveling activities for students of all levels, including ELL students. The text clarifies and repeats major concepts and big ideas 
throughout the course of study.  


ADDITIONAL CRITERIA  


National standards are listed in the Teacher Edition. The glossary is available in both English and Spanish. The resource section includes 
Presidents, maps, readings, graphics, facts and images.  


“This is a wonderful book. It is very well arranged and is very real to life. When I look at the pictures and read the captions and the articles, I 
realize this is a true history book.” SK 9-12 
 
“More of a hands-on learning experience. It is differentiated for all levels.” AS 9-12 
 
“I love the DBQ’s, the variety of question styles and levels and the continuity of all of the content in this book. The TE offers so many excellent 
ideas and challenges for students.” EK 9-12 


ADDITIONAL TEACHER COMMENTS  








 


 


-- 2010 Social Studies Summer Review Institute 


Teacher Perspective Textbook Critique 
 


Local school boards may also want to consider other criteria to meet the needs of their student population.  
All teachers that reviewed this material are highly qualified in their specific field in education. 
 
Textbook Title:  Economics Principles and Practices 
Publisher:  Glencoe. 
Grade Level:  9-12 
ISBN No.  Teacher Edition: 978-0-07-895360-6Click here to enter text. 
ISBN No.  Student Edition: 978-0-07-879997-6Click here to enter text. 
 
 


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                   
 
 


TEXTBOOK ORGANIZATION.    


Text is overall sequential and well organized.  This text lacks enough depth in some areas.  While it covers content standards it has a superficial 
feel in some areas while the text offers its own website it could be unreliable for daily use if computer space is not readily available.  National 
standards are listed; the state standards are not listed before the lessons.  Teaching strategies are good, well covered.  The text has nice use of 
reteaching and enrichment activities.  Planning templates are nicely formatted.  Minimal background information, other than what’s included in 
text.  Suggestions for homework and parental support are left to instructor.  Materials are available in other formats and languages. 


STUDENT ASSESSMENT SUPPORT 


Many different types and levels of assessment opportunities are found throughout the text. The end of chapter activities promotes content mastery.  
Assessment is a nice mix of performance and selective response activities. Differentiated instructional strategies are well marked.  Rubic usage is 
not readily evident in this text.  Ancillary material support is found at all levels of reading for ELL students, for Special Ed, and for gifted students. 


ADDITIONAL CRITERIA  


The TWE provides many teaching suggestions but often are difficult to sort through or are sometimes overwhelming.  There are many suggestions 
for teaching content standards however the effectiveness is questionable.  This text does a great job of connecting content to today’s world with a 
good variety of examples. 


As a classroom teacher I would prefer more graphical representations. ( MR 12) 
The book could be more to the point and less busy (GA 12) 
I would like more practice opportunities for graphing and economic calculations. (MEG 12) 


ADDITIONAL TEACHER COMMENTS  








 


 


 2010 Social Studies Summer Review Institute 


Teacher Perspective Textbook Critique 
 


Local school boards may also want to consider other criteria to meet the needs of their student population.  
All teachers that reviewed this material are highly qualified in their specific field in education. 
 
Textbook Title:  Economics: Today and Tomorrow 
Publisher:  Glencoe 
Grade Level:  9-12 
ISBN No.  Teacher Edition: 9780078795525 
ISBN No.  Student Edition: 9780078799969 
 
 


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                   
 
 


TEXTBOOK ORGANIZATION  


Economics is organized thematically with chapter objectives and reviews. Vocabulary strategies and issues in the news are available at the 
beginning of the chapters. Economics skills are reinforced with a variety of graphics and activities in resource sections at the conclusion of the 
book. The glossary is in English and Spanish. This text is detailed enough for a new teacher to use effectively and efficiently.  


STUDENT ASSESSMENT SUPPORT 


Text addresses contemporary economic issues and clarifies the basic concepts of study in a comprehensive manner. This text uses vocabulary, 
graphics, images, questioning strategies and placement effectively to clarify meaning. There is adequate online reinforcement for both students 
and parents with reviews, quizzes, tools and activities.   


ADDITIONAL CRITERIA  


This text addresses the needs of students from diverse socioeconomic backgrounds, and there are a variety of activities for differentiation and 
ELL. “Issues in the News” addresses current events that can spark classroom discussion and community involvement. The graphics are useful and 
appropriate for student learning and reinforcement.   


“I love the way the graphics support the content within the book. For the visual learner, this really cements the information.” AS 9-12 
 
“I consider this to be a junior or senior text. It has good resources within the program; it addresses the basics of economics well.” SK 9-12 
 
“This text is up to date and uses good EQ’s to support learning and reinforcement.” EK 9-12 


ADDITIONAL TEACHER COMMENTS  








 


 


 2010 Social Studies Summer Review Institute 


Teacher Perspective Textbook Critique 
 


Local school boards may also want to consider other criteria to meet the needs of their student population.  
All teachers that reviewed this material are highly qualified in their specific field in education. 
 
Textbook Title:  The American Vision: Modern Times 
Publisher:  McGraw Hill/Glencoe 
Grade Level:  9-12 
ISBN No.  Teacher Edition: 9780078775154 
ISBN No.  Student Edition: 9780078775147 
 
 


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                   
 
 


TEXTBOOK ORGANIZATION  


This book is sequential and contains materials for students and teachers.  The book provides lessons for 
directed instruction of academic vocabulary and writing improvement.  Essential questions supplant learning 
objectives for framing units of instruction; the essential questions and big ideas are a novel approach to guide 
teachers. 


STUDENT ASSESSMENT SUPPORT 


Though the critical thinking strategies in this book do not always move students to challenge themselves, this 
book offers consistent starting points for acquiring basic knowledge of American History.  Student 
assessment areas offer discussion based questions and extended writing.  Students will be able to navigate the 
chapter reviews independently. 


ADDITIONAL CRITERIA  


The emphasis on writing is impressive—the book suggests writing activities for all genres and throughout the 
text.  The interdisciplinary connections and genuine examples of connecting history beyond the course 
contexts are very good. 


The vocabulary building opportunities will help teachers in areas with students needing guided instruction in 
obtaining academic vocabulary.  The references to spotlight videos suggest additional promising resources.  
-HD, Secondary Social Studies, Teacher 


ADDITIONAL TEACHER COMMENTS  








 


 


 2010 Social Studies Summer Review Institute 


Teacher Perspective Textbook Critique 
 


Local school boards may also want to consider other criteria to meet the needs of their student population.  
All teachers that reviewed this material are highly qualified in their specific field in education. 
 
Textbook Title:  US Government: Democracy in Action 
Publisher:  Glencoe 
Grade Level:  9-12 
ISBN No.  Teacher Edition: 9780078909085 
ISBN No.  Student Edition: 9780078799822 
 
 


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                   
 
 


TEXTBOOK ORGANIZATION  


The book is organized thematically.  It provides an academic as well as content vocabulary.  The text offers online support and activities which 
further enforces concepts.  The concept of the Federal Government is fully developed.  The materials align to the National Government Standards.  
Pacing guides are included and planning guides address all learning needs. 


STUDENT ASSESSMENT SUPPORT 


Activities and assessments are provided with each chapter.  Materials are provided for text creation.  Learning activities address student needs 
while targeting lower-level learners.  Re-teaching and remediation activities are varied.  Activities are easy to follow for teachers and students.   


ADDITIONAL CRITERIA  


Activities are supported for all levels of learning styles.  Vocabulary strategies are excellent.  There is a great emphasis on vocabulary for ELL 
students.    Most teachers would have no problem using this text.  


“If I could have a text to help remedial student learning, I would choose this text.”  D.D 9-12 Educator 
 
“This book offers a great planning guide.”  C.C 9-12 Educator 
 
“Text is easy to use with great vocabulary emphasis.”  T.S 9-12 Educator 


ADDITIONAL TEACHER COMMENTS  








 


 


 2010 Social Studies Summer Review Institute 


Teacher Perspective Textbook Critique 
 


Local school boards may also want to consider other criteria to meet the needs of their student population.  
All teachers that reviewed this material are highly qualified in their specific field in education. 
 
Textbook Title:  World Geography and Cultures 
Publisher:  Glencoe 
Grade Level:  9-12 
ISBN No.  Teacher Edition: 9780078952630 
ISBN No.  Student Edition: 9780078799952 
 
 


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                   
 
 


TEXTBOOK ORGANIZATION  


This textbook is color coded by area, breaking the world into “chunks” that make logical sense to the teacher and the student. Beyond just the 
physical features of the region, the text examines interactions between cultures, advances in technology, religion, art, history, language, etc.  
Chapter and Section reviews reinforce learning, and there are extensive maps, charts, graphics and organizers available for student use.  


STUDENT ASSESSMENT SUPPORT 


Every single page of text incorporates thinking questions, assessment activities, guided discussions, reviews and challenges. It accurately and 
appropriately meets NM Standards and National Standards. There are online resources available to students.    


ADDITIONAL CRITERIA  


Step by step instructions are available for new teachers. There is an online learning center for students, teacher s and parents that is a valuable 
supplemental resource.    


“I was impressed with the variety of issues and approaches this book takes. It seemed more of a Humanities approach to our world culture than 
just a dry geography text.” EK 9-12 
 
“The resources are just unending, especially when you begin to examine the online resources also available.” SK 9-12 
 
“I really like that this text takes students back to map reading skills and they have a lot of opportunities to practice other skills presented.” AS 9-12 


ADDITIONAL TEACHER COMMENTS  








 


 


 2010 Social Studies Summer Review Institute 


Teacher Perspective Textbook Critique 
 


Local school boards may also want to consider other criteria to meet the needs of their student population.  
All teachers that reviewed this material are highly qualified in their specific field in education. 
 
Textbook Title:  World History Modern Times  
Publisher:  Glencoe 
Grade Level:  9-12 
ISBN No.  Teacher Edition: 9780078910050 
ISBN No.  Student Edition: 9780078910036  
 
 
t 
 
T 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                   
 
 


TEXTBOOK ORGANIZATION  


The text is sequential. Every section begins with an essential question, and the sub-sections begin with a main idea and a question called “History 
and You” which connects the curriculum to students’ experiences. 


STUDENT ASSESSMENT SUPPORT 


Assessments are at the end of each chapter but not broken down into benchmarks at the end of sub-sections. Assessment strategies tend to be for 
advanced learners. Strategies for low-end readers, special education students, and ELL students are not clear. 


ADDITIONAL CRITERIA  


The materials offer teachers instructional planning and support. 


The textbook is more of a reference book than a collection of historical stories based on facts.   MD   Middle School Social Studies 
 
Contextual and visual cues were sometimes lost in the structure and organization of the text.  JM Secondary Social Studies 
 
The New Mexico standards are not included in the textbook. JC  Secondary Social Studies 
 
 


ADDITIONAL TEACHER COMMENTS  








 


 


 2010 Social Studies Summer Review Institute 


Teacher Perspective Textbook Critique 
 


Local school boards may also want to consider other criteria to meet the needs of their student population.  
All teachers that reviewed this material are highly qualified in their specific field in education. 
 
Textbook Title:  World History 
Publisher:  Glencoe 
Grade Level:  9-12 World History 
ISBN No.  Teacher Edition: 9780078889660 
ISBN No.  Student Edition: 9780078799815 
 
 


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                   
 
 


TEXTBOOK ORGANIZATION  


Sequential 
- online access- activities appear to be limited in scope 
- good planners with connections to Biograpny, A&E, History Channel, and National Geographic 
- variety of levels of strategy planning 


o strong with ELL support 
- some background information for student and teacher 
- summary synopisis for the chapters is good 
- NM standards are not listed in text before lessons 
-  


STUDENT ASSESSMENT SUPPORT 


- For missed questions on the assessment there is a guide at the bottom of the page to take you to the place in the chapter to review the 
material 


- Assessment is standardized 
o Looks like a standardized test 
o Test taking strategies are provided 


- Limited number of higher level questions 
- Limited number of leveling options for the assessment 


ADDITIONAL CRITERIA  


- Foldables are created for most chapters 
o Guide for studying and making notes 
o Great resource for reviews 
o Instruction for a vairty of types of foldables in the text 


- Interdisciplinary activities are provided 
- Cooperative learning activities are provided to a small extent 
- Good planner, but it lacks objectives for the teacher and student 
- Good geography connections 


- “Lacks a variety and diversity in the pictures” JL -11th grade 
- “Timelines are consistent” SM – 11th grade 
- “Lower level design” IP, SM, JL – 10th and 11th grade  
- “Lacked in-depth connections to modern life” – JL 11th grade 


ADDITIONAL TEACHER COMMENTS  








 


 


 2010 Social Studies Summer Review Institute 


Teacher Perspective Textbook Critique 
 


Local school boards may also want to consider other criteria to meet the needs of their student population.  
All teachers that reviewed this material are highly qualified in their specific field in education. 
 
Textbook Title:  The Americans (Reconstruction to Present) 
Publisher:  Holt McDougal. 
Grade Level:  9-12 
ISBN No.  Teacher Edition: 978054739056 
ISBN No.  Student Edition: Click here to enter text. 
 
 


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                   
 
 


TEXTBOOK ORGANIZATION  


This textbook is sequentially/ chronologically organized. Students and teachers will find this textbook easy to navigate. Teachers will find useful 
resources in the teacher’s edition for implementing cooperative learning activities, electronic library of primary sources, and web-based 
enhancements. Teachers still need to supplement to critically engage students in specific New Mexico and geography standards in the New 
Mexico content standards.  


STUDENT ASSESSMENT SUPPORT 


The opportunities to implement differentiated instruction provided by this text will work for teachers and students. Students can use section bold-
type, focus on main ideas and terms, found at the start of each section, to guide their own learning and assessment. The “why it matters” section is 
a good hook into starting the section with the class.  


ADDITIONAL CRITERIA  


Teachers can use “point-counterpoint” segments to spark class debate and critical thinking. The objectives at the start of each lesson offer succinct, 
directed instruction for teachers and students.  


Teachers used to this book, from previous years, will find much continuity, with respect to both quality and content. The class zone.com 
references suggest a place of promising resources for teachers interested in online resources. HD- Secondary Social Studies, Teacher. 


ADDITIONAL TEACHER COMMENTS  








 


 


 2010 Social Studies Summer Review Institute 


Teacher Perspective Textbook Critique 
 


Local school boards may also want to consider other criteria to meet the needs of their student population.  
All teachers that reviewed this material are highly qualified in their specific field in education. 
 
Textbook Title:  Civics in Practice: Principles of Government and Economics 
Publisher:  Holt McDougal 
Grade Level:  9-12 
ISBN No.  Teacher Edition: 9780547318370 
ISBN No.  Student Edition: Click here to enter text. 
 
 


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                   
 
 


TEXTBOOK ORGANIZATION  


Thematic organization with age level appropriate application and analysis assessment. Consistent activity differentiation for learners of multiple 
levels and skill abilities. Many activities focus on writing and speaking. Text includes chapter and section objectives, essential questions and 
vocabulary and all are designed to meet National Content Standards in the Teacher Edition and presumably in the Student Edition  


STUDENT ASSESSMENT SUPPORT 


Assessment activities include access to graphs, maps, timelines and a variety of other visuals that reinforce new and prior knowledge. Online 
support is available for both students and parents and extensive support is available to teachers. Text integrates standards-based content and 
comprehensive skill development through a variety of activities, questions, reviews and current events.  


ADDITIONAL CRITERIA  


The Teacher Edition is a good resource for experienced and new teachers and offers a variety of materials, activities and assessment questions for 
substitutes and collaborative work. “Students Take Action” is an excellent opportunity to reinforce civic values in students and gives opportunity 
for local community examination. 


•  Accessibility of material 
• The textbook is clear and organized and does not feel “cluttered” 
• Incorporates a variety of graphic organizers 
• The type of book that is easily adjusted to different classroom time constraints 
• Repetition and Routine is evident throughout the text 
• Appropriate size for content offered. 


“I like the fact that it is very graphic and uses a lot of color…a lot of eye appeal.” SK 9-12 
 
“I like that it is interdisciplinary and you can do math, art, health, etc.” AS 9-12 
 
“This is a comfortable textbook that will work well in a Humanities based course as well. I liked the access to a variety of focal points.” EK 11 


ADDITIONAL TEACHER COMMENTS  








 


 


 2010 Social Studies Summer Review Institute 


Teacher Perspective Textbook Critique 
 


Local school boards may also want to consider other criteria to meet the needs of their student population.  
All teachers that reviewed this material are highly qualified in their specific field in education. 
 
Textbook Title:  Economics: Concepts and Choices here to enter text. 
Publisher:  Holt McDougal Click here to enter text. 
Grade Level: 12 
ISBN No.  Teacher Edition: Click here to enter text. 
ISBN No.  Student Edition: Click here to enter text. 
 
 


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                   
 
 


TEXTBOOK ORGANIZATION  


This text is organized in a thematic form.  There are ample strategies and examples for students and teachers through the use of economic updates, 
animated economics and interactive practice.   This text provides many augmented resources.  Although standard based, the standards are not 
specifically listed.  This book contains many historic and current economic examples.  Each chapter begins with a concept review that focuses on a 
specific economic concept.  Mini-review questions are found throughout.  Excellent planning materials are provided giving guidance for 
differenced instruction.  Various formats of instruction material are provided. 


STUDENT ASSESSMENT SUPPORT 


Assessment material is comprehensive for all levels, measuring both performance events and selective response.  Rubrics are provided throughout 
for ongoing assessment.  A variety of level I, II and III (Blooms) active assessment are provided.  Reteaching opportunities are provided 
throughout the text.  Strategies for struggling readers, ELL, Special Ed, and gifted students are provided in multiple ways. 


ADDITIONAL CRITERIA  


The planning layout provides guidance for teachers of all levels.  This text addresses diversity issues such as culture, linguistics and 
socioeconomic status.  This book provides many teacher media favorites giving teacher many valuable resources. 


The resources provided in this book will make teaching economics easy for both teacher and student success (MEG 12) 
This is one of the standard setting books for Economics (GA 12) 
 
I love this book! (MR-D 12) 


ADDITIONAL TEACHER COMMENTS  








 


 


 2010 Social Studies Summer Review Institute 


Teacher Perspective Textbook Critique 
 


Local school boards may also want to consider other criteria to meet the needs of their student population.  
All teachers that reviewed this material are highly qualified in their specific field in education. 
 
Textbook Title:  Modern World History Patterns of Interaction 
Publisher:  Holt McDougal 
Grade Level:  9-12 
ISBN No.  Teacher Edition: 9780547390970 
ISBN No.  Student Edition: 9780547390963 
 
 


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                   
 
 


TEXTBOOK ORGANIZATION  


This book is sequential and well organized. It has good interdisciplinary features using art and literature. The pacing and planning will aid a novice 
teacher. The New Mexico standards are listed in the beginning of the teacher edition. 


STUDENT ASSESSMENT SUPPORT 


The book section and chapter reviews lead the students to higher-level thinking. The alternative assessment feature enables teachers to customize 
assessments in a variety of ways meeting different student needs. 


ADDITIONAL CRITERIA  


The book is visually appealing with an effective use of graphics. Use of visual cues in the body of the text is helpful for student learning of 
academic language.  


This text is well organized and easy to follow. The graphics enhance student comprehension.  MD   Secondary Social Studies 
 
Students will find this book more appealing than previous textbooks.  JL  Secondary Social Studies 
 
This textbook is well organized.    JC  Secondary Social Studies 
 


ADDITIONAL TEACHER COMMENTS  








 


 


 2010 Social Studies Summer Review Institute 


Teacher Perspective Textbook Critique 
 


Local school boards may also want to consider other criteria to meet the needs of their student population.  
All teachers that reviewed this material are highly qualified in their specific field in education. 
 
Textbook Title:  The Americans (red)  
Publisher:  McDougal Litell  
Grade Level:  9-12 
ISBN No.  Teacher Edition: 9780618943777 
ISBN No.  Student Edition: Click here to enter text. 
 
 


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                   
 
 


TEXTBOOK ORGANIZATION  


This text was laid out sequentially.  It was very organized, easy to navigate and had a good planner at the unit, chapter, and section levels.  It 
provided a good background for important topics and contained good technology applications.  Opportunities for differentiated instruction were 
built into each chapter which also featured the major themes to be encountered.  A variety of strategies for teaching were provided as well with 
regular opportunities for online access. 
 


STUDENT ASSESSMENT SUPPORT 


Online practice quizzes and tests were built into the text along with standardized test practice, featuring higher level questions, rubrics, and 
excellent support techniques for a variety of developmental levels.  Alternative assessments were also provided for each chapter.  
 


ADDITIONAL CRITERIA  


Note taking was very supported in this volume along with connection activities.  The text also featured a variety of perspectives, good 
representation of diversity.  The text is also equipped with a great guide for inexperienced/new teachers. 
 


“Overall, this text was thorough in its coverage, with a variety of level opportunities for all students.  Geography connections are apparent and 
good graphic organizers for review and summary are also provided.” IP – 10th grade 


ADDITIONAL TEACHER COMMENTS  








 


 


 2010 Social Studies Summer Review Institute 


Teacher Perspective Textbook Critique 
 


Local school boards may also want to consider other criteria to meet the needs of their student population.  
All teachers that reviewed this material are highly qualified in their specific field in education. 
 
Textbook Title:  U S Government Principles in Practice. 
Publisher:  Holt McDougal 
Grade Level:  9-12. 
ISBN No.  Teacher Edition: 9780554004006 
ISBN No.  Student Edition:  
 
 


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                   
 
 


TEXTBOOK ORGANIZATION  


This text is well written in terms of sequential and thematic order. Companion website supports additional instructional needs throughout the 
course.  The standards are addressed throughout text but not listed.  Strong use of primary and secondary source documents is evident throughout.  
Excellent suggestions for teaching, reteaching and enrichment are found throughout the text.  There is a great deal of additional background 
information given in an easily used format throughout the TWE.  There are some suggestions for homework assignments.  There are very few 
suggestions for parental support and guidance.  There are a vast number of ancillary materials available for this text. 


STUDENT ASSESSMENT SUPPORT 


 Student assessment materials are available at many skill levels.  Each chapter has an internet link for review, remediation and enrichment 
activities.  Assessment has a valuable mix of performance and response activities.  Assessments are keyed to Blooms taxonomy and provide a 
series of appropriate questioning geared toward content mastery.  The alternative assessment handbook provides rubrics and additional 
opportunities for varied assessments. Each section in the TWE has differentiated instruction examples and activities for struggling readers, ELL, 
Special Ed. and gifted students.  There is an excellent English/Spanish glossary for pertinent vocabulary. 


ADDITIONAL CRITERIA  


Each chapter begins with a clear concise planning guide with linkage to additional text support. This book is sensitive to cultural, ethnic and 
economic issues.  This book is successful in tying the concepts to current events. 


This book would be easy to use when teaching US Government. (MEG 12) 
I believe students could relate to this text and its contents while taking US Government.  (MR-D 12) 
There are ample strategies and materials for the most novice and experienced teachers. (GA 12) 


ADDITIONAL TEACHER COMMENTS  








 


 


 2010 Social Studies Summer Review Institute 


Teacher Perspective Textbook Critique 
 


Local school boards may also want to consider other criteria to meet the needs of their student population.  
All teachers that reviewed this material are highly qualified in their specific field in education. 
 
Textbook Title:  World Geography 
Publisher:  McDougal Littell 
Grade Level:  9-12 
ISBN No.  Teacher Edition: 9780547034713 
ISBN No.  Student Edition: N/A 
 
 


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                   
 
 


TEXTBOOK ORGANIZATION  


This text is set up thematically and includes print and cd-rom; plus internet resources.  The materials align with NM Standards as well as the 
National Geography Standards.  The text material includes multi-disciplinary activities.  The text also includes a variety of activities for teachers 
and students.  A pacing guide is included to help facilitate planning and lesson delivery.  The pacing guide is also helpful for block schedule. 


STUDENT ASSESSMENT SUPPORT 


Each Unit and chapter includes clear content objectives.  Many opportunities for assessment are provided.   The variety of assessments range from 
simple vocabulary to projects, and re-teaching strategies.  Any level of student could successfully complete several of the activities with 
confidence.  The content investigates and presents several cultural aspects of geography. 


ADDITIONAL CRITERIA  


Material provides clear directions for teachers and students.  Well planned lessons for individual or group instruction.  Internet applications are 
also available to increase student success. 


“One of the best things about this book is the introduction of Test-Taking Strategies to help students improve their test-taking skills.”  D.D 
Educator 9-12 
 
“Strong text, I look forward to using it.” T.S  Educator 9-12 
 
“The Pacing Guide is a great tool for new teachers.”   C.C  Educator 9-12 


ADDITIONAL TEACHER COMMENTS  
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Teacher Perspective Textbook Critique 
 


Local school boards may also want to consider other criteria to meet the needs of their student population.  
All teachers that reviewed this material are highly qualified in their specific field in education. 
 
Textbook Title:  World History: Patterns of Interaction. 
Publisher:  McDougal Littell. 
Grade Level:  9-12. 
ISBN No.  Teacher Edition: 9780547034782. 
ISBN No.  Student Edition: Click here to enter text. 
 
 


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                   
 
 


TEXTBOOK ORGANIZATION  


This book is written chronologically, but emphasizes the ongoing themes of World History. The book is well-organized, visually appealing, and 
offers authentic opportunities for thematic learning and critical thinking.  


STUDENT ASSESSMENT SUPPORT 


The rubrics in the teacher edition will be useful for use with student-created projects. The questions with each section reinforce the guided 
objectives and allow students to acquire basic knowledge and critical thinking.  


ADDITIONAL CRITERIA  


Integrated technologies include an e-Edition, internet connections, PowerPoint’s, and a full gamut of transparencies. There are resources for 
differentiated instruction. The science and technology links are creative and engaging, especially the section about the guillotine.  


“This book provides critical thinking opportunities.” HD 
 
“This book is visually appealing with useful specialty features and ideas for differentiated instruction.” JL 
 
“The standardized test practice is useful and applicable for class use.” RT 
 
“’The Examining the Issues’ sections are good launching points for investigative class discussions.” CR 
 
HD, Secondary Social Studies, Teacher 


ADDITIONAL TEACHER COMMENTS  
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Teacher Perspective Textbook Critique 
 


Local school boards may also want to consider other criteria to meet the needs of their student population.  
All teachers that reviewed this material are highly qualified in their specific field in education. 
 
Textbook Title:  Economics 
Publisher:  Pearson Prentice-Hall 
Grade Level:  9-12 
ISBN No.  Teacher Edition: 9780133680188 
ISBN No.  Student Edition: 9780133690620 
 
 


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                   
 
 


TEXTBOOK ORGANIZATION  


The materials are organized thematically and they are supplemented with on-line assistance and extensions.  Text organization allows for 
adherence to the pacing guides.  The graphs and charts help to clarify the text.  Assessment is on going throughout the material and objectives are 
tied to essential questions.  Activities and assessments are multi-leveled.  Teachers and students are alerted to objectives which align to NM 
Standards.    


STUDENT ASSESSMENT SUPPORT 


Support for student need is apparent and assessment activities help student gain knowledge and comprehension.  Many activities guide intelligent 
discussion that improves communication skills.  The personal finances handbook provides a comprehensive plan for students to develop skills and 
understanding of microeconomics.  Provides accommodations for all learners.  Activities are cross curricular, culture, and genre.  The text also has 
individual and group activities. 


ADDITIONAL CRITERIA  


The text presents concepts using interesting strategies and allows most teachers to manage the content easily.  Closely aligned to NM Standards 
this text exposes students to economic concepts which they can apply to their personal experiences and lives. 


“This is a solid economic text with a good variety of content and support strategies in which to base a progressive economics curriculum. “ D.D 9-
12 Educator 
 
“The text is easy to follow for students and teachers”.  C.C 9-12 Educator 
 
“Great text with great support.”  T.S 9-12 Educator 


ADDITIONAL TEACHER COMMENTS  








 


 


 2010 Social Studies Summer Review Institute 


Teacher Perspective Textbook Critique 
 


Local school boards may also want to consider other criteria to meet the needs of their student population.  
All teachers that reviewed this material are highly qualified in their specific field in education. 
 
Textbook Title:  Magruder’s American Government 
Publisher:  Pearson Prentice-Hall 
Grade Level:  9-12 
ISBN No.  Teacher Edition: 9780133731736 
ISBN No.  Student Edition: 9780133736038 
 
 


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                   
 
 


TEXTBOOK ORGANIZATION  


The text is thematically arranged with additional online and CD support.  Closely aligns to NM Standards and has a special supplement that 
addresses NM Government.  Graphics used to improve comprehension for complex text.  Reading strategies used to guide students.  Activities aim 
at multidisciplinary lesson planning and learning.  Pacing calendars are also provided.  Assessment rubrics included.  Plenty of documents for 
further support. 


STUDENT ASSESSMENT SUPPORT 


Assessment activities available throughout text and they are directed at all learning styles and levels.  Assessments are matched to essential 
questions.  ELL and Special Education students are provided accommodations.  Differentiated instruction for all students.  Excellent taxonomy of 
questioning.   


ADDITIONAL CRITERIA  


Any teacher can be successful utilizing these materials with minimal experience or effort.  Materials support all teaching styles.  Strong cross 
curricular material while allowing cross genre work.  Utilizing the text suggestions will help teachers expand the curriculum and improve 
strategies.   


“The material is organized well and offers great strategies for success in the classroom.” D.D    9-12  Educator 
 
“The content is made comprehensible with great visuals.”  C.C  9-12   Educator 
 
“I believe this to be the standard for a text.”  T.S  9-12 Educator  


ADDITIONAL TEACHER COMMENTS  
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Teacher Perspective Textbook Critique 
 


Local school boards may also want to consider other criteria to meet the needs of their student population.  
All teachers that reviewed this material are highly qualified in their specific field in education. 
 
Textbook Title:  United States History-Reconstruction to the Present, NM Edition 
Publisher:  Prentice Hall /Pearson 
Grade Level:  9-12. 
ISBN No.  Teacher Edition: 9780132530668. 
ISBN No.  Student Edition: 9780132530651. 
 
 


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                   
 
 


TEXTBOOK ORGANIZATION  


The textbook is a sequential/ chronological story of American History/ the book, however, offers opportunities for thematic thinking and teaching 
through literature connections, American issues connector, and specific, local example connections. Teachers needing to critically engage student 
with specific New Mexico and Geography standards should supplement the starting points offered in this text. There are useful connections to 
Geography and History interactive lessons found through supplemental web-based activities. 


STUDENT ASSESSMENT SUPPORT 


Activities for student thinking from this text can offer credible opportunities for students to learn on their own. This textbook makes a great effort 
to prepare NM students specifically for the NMSBA, by including targeted practice essay opportunities throughout the text.  


ADDITIONAL CRITERIA  


Teacher resources in the Teacher Edition are not just superfluous sidebars but offer usable activities for teachers to implement in class. The lesson 
suggestions are true examples of critical thinking, differentiated instruction, and whole-group instruction.  


The pull-out features offer credible and creative content for debating modern issues. A consistent effort to reinforce primary sources is witness 
through links to Witness History Audios and the Primary Source Appendix. Our group endorses this book, without reservation. We felt engaged 
by the organization, content, and opportunities for critical thinking. HD, Secondary Social Studies, Teacher. 


ADDITIONAL TEACHER COMMENTS  
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Teacher Perspective Textbook Critique 
 


Local school boards may also want to consider other criteria to meet the needs of their student population.  
All teachers that reviewed this material are highly qualified in their specific field in education. 
 
Textbook Title:  United States History. 
Publisher:  Prentice Hall 
Grade Level:  9-12 
ISBN No.  Teacher Edition: 9780133682151. 
ISBN No.  Student Edition: 9780133682120. 
 
 


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                   
 
 


The format is sequentially aligned to NM standards that are presented at the beginning of every section. Teaching strategies and planning 
templates are readily apparent. 


STUDENT ASSESSMENT SUPPORT 


Differentiated instruction is provided in the skills handbook, but they are not as specific in the units for lower-end readers. Different assessment 
strategies are available. Project-Based Learning (PBL) needs to be developed. 


ADDITIONAL CRITERIA  


This is a user-friendly textbook. There is a seamless and holistic approach to appreciate culture, gender, and ethnic diversity (culturally 
responsive). 


The graphics are great and support and enhance learning. 


ADDITIONAL TEACHER COMMENTS  
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Teacher Perspective Textbook Critique 
 


Local school boards may also want to consider other criteria to meet the needs of their student population.  
All teachers that reviewed this material are highly qualified in their specific field in education. 
 
Textbook Title:  World History: Modern Era 
Publisher:  Prentice Hall 
Grade Level:  9-12 World History 
ISBN No.  Teacher Edition: 978-0-13-372395-3 
ISBN No.  Student Edition: 978-0-13-372394-6 
 
 


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                   
 
 


TEXTBOOK ORGANIZATION  


Sequential 
- Laid out well for teacher and student 
- Visually interesting 
- Good lesson planners at the beginning of units, chapters, and sections 
- Variety of leveling activities 
- Online access and features 
- Does not always extend all topics included in the standards 


STUDENT ASSESSMENT SUPPORT 


Assessment is varied in style, type, and level 
- Various writing assessments 
- Various opportunities foe document-based assessment 
- Lacks rubrics in text, but may be provided in supplemental materials 
- Although activities in the text allow for demonstrations, projects, and speaking the assessment is not designed this way 
- Supports all levels of students – special education, gifted and talented, English language learners, and less proficient readers 


ADDITIONAL CRITERIA  


- Good interdisciplinary activities 
- Good connection to the world and student lives  
- Great resource for new teachers with good lesson suggestions 
- Good job with multi-culture ideas and perspectives   


“Good word choice in the text” JP – 11th grade 
“Good opportunities for note-taking strategies 
 Each section has a strategy that is then tied to the check at the end of the section” – SM – 11th grade 
“Good writing development 
 Each section has a writing strategy and technique that is tied to a full writing assessment at the end of the chapter” SM – 11th  


ADDITIONAL TEACHER COMMENTS  
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Teacher Perspective Textbook Critique 
 


Local school boards may also want to consider other criteria to meet the needs of their student population.  
All teachers that reviewed this material are highly qualified in their specific field in education. 
 
Textbook Title:  World History  
. 
Publisher:  Prentice Hall. 
Grade Level:  9-12  
ISBN No.  Teacher Edition: .9780133724561 
ISBN No.  Student Edition: 9870133724509. 
 
 


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                   
 
 


TEXTBOOK ORGANIZATION  


The format is sequentially aligned to NM standards that are presented at the beginning of every section. Teaching strategies and planning 
templates are readily apparent.   


STUDENT ASSESSMENT SUPPORT 


Differentiated instruction is in the skills handbook, but not as specific in the units for lower-end readers.  Different assessment strategies are 
provided. Project-Based Learning (PBL) needs to be developed. 


ADDITIONAL CRITERIA  


This is a user-friendly textbook. It uses a seamless, holistic approach to culture, gender, and ethnicity to understand and appreciate diversity 
(culturally responsive). 


The graphics are great and support and enhance learning. 


ADDITIONAL TEACHER COMMENTS  





