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 2010 Social Studies Summer Review Institute 


Teacher Perspective Textbook Critique 
 


Local school boards may also want to consider other criteria to meet the needs of their student population.  
All teachers that reviewed this material are highly qualified in their specific field in education. 
 
Textbook Title:  Houghton Mifflin Harcourt New Mexico Social Studies, Our Communities. 
Publisher:  Houghton Mifflin Harcourt. 
Grade Level:  3. 
ISBN No.  Teacher Edition: 9780547390642. 
ISBN No.  Student Edition: 9780547390581. 
 
 


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                   
 
 


TEXTBOOK ORGANIZATION  


Textbook set up in thematic order with teacher and student friendly materials. At beginning of each lesson objectives, vocabulary throughout, 
main ideas, details, and resources are listed. State standards are available throughout for teachers and students as well. Instructional “road-maps” 
with very explicit instruction included with clear instruction for anyone’s use. Background information for teachers available. Suggestions for 
parental support of student learning made relevant. This particular textbook integrates the curriculum well including various resources such as 
electronic versions.   


STUDENT ASSESSMENT SUPPORT 


Colorful, eye catching, and engaging format is student friendly and inviting. Visuals help support and explain text. Textbook follows appropriate 
content standards with various leveled activities to support-ie. Intervention, ELL, Gifted. End of lesson review offers multiple levels of Bloom’s 
with more than one example on each level. Opportunities for mastery within each level also. Practice and extension supports available. 


ADDITIONAL CRITERIA  


Culturally sensitive material that is engaging for both teacher and student. An example of varied works at all cognitive dimensions. Good writing 
activities included that support standard learning. Learning includes using various graphic organizers. 


I really like the opportunities for students to be able to answer more higher level thinking questions and this text supports that as well as 
reinforcing comprehension. 6th CL 
I believe this book really focused on melting all students’ needs in an engaging, colorful, manner. I would look forward to using this text. –KO 
Instructional Coach K-5 
This text has leveled books that support below, on level, and above level readers. It is a great support for integrating reading into language arts. -
AB Title 1 teacher K-5 


ADDITIONAL TEACHER COMMENTS  








 


 


 2010 Social Studies Summer Review Institute 


Teacher Perspective Textbook Critique 
 


Local school boards may also want to consider other criteria to meet the needs of their student population.  
All teachers that reviewed this material are highly qualified in their specific field in education. 
 
Textbook Title:  NM S.S. tge United States: Making A New Nation 
Publisher:  Houghton Mifflin Harcourt 
Grade Level:  5th grade 
ISBN No.  Teacher Edition: 9780547390673 
ISBN No.  Student Edition: 9780547390604 
 
 


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                   
 
 


TEXTBOOK ORGANIZATION  


The text is aligned to the standards. It contains internet technology resources. Standards are listed in the teaching guide. Implements both primary 
and secondary sources. Has school to home connections. Contains good instructional roadmaps and user friendly. Provides background for 
teachers. It’s both thematic as well as sequential. 


STUDENT ASSESSMENT SUPPORT 


Variety of assessments including short answer multiple choice, extended response, and writing with rubric criteria provided. 


ADDITIONAL CRITERIA  


Text has reading intervention strategies. Makes connections form text to student. Instructional scaffolding available for all levels of  teachers. 
 


This text was very easy to read and user friendly. It had many activities that supported the standards.  LM 2nd 
 
This text gave a great deal of opportunity for students at all levels of learning. It also gave great visual support for vocabulary. SA 5th. 
 
This text is engaging for students. The graphic organizers and skill development support content access for all learners. CR Instructional Coach k-
5 
 


ADDITIONAL TEACHER COMMENTS  








 


 


 2010 Social Studies Summer Review Institute 


Teacher Perspective Textbook Critique 
 


Local school boards may also want to consider other criteria to meet the needs of their student population.  
All teachers that reviewed this material are highly qualified in their specific field in education. 
 
Textbook Title: New Mexico Social Studies Click here to enter text. 
Publisher:Houghton Mifflin  Click here to enter text. 
Grade Level: First  Choose an item. 
ISBN No.  Teacher Edition:9780547390628 Click here to enter text. 
ISBN No.  Student Edition:9780547390567 Click here to enter text. 
 
 


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                   
 
 


TEXTBOOK ORGANIZATION  


This book is structured using a thematic approach. It meets the needs of learners from beginning steps to advanced. This text uses clear 
instructions, big ideas, vocabulary building and authentic assessment to make topics relevant to students.  Each lesson follows the same format 
which makes this book teacher friendly, especially for substitute teachers.  It does an excellent job aligning to New Mexico State Standards. 


STUDENT ASSESSMENT SUPPORT 


The lay-out of this book is student friendly. Text is supported by photographs, drawings, graphs, and graphic organizers.  A section entitled 
“Reach All Learners” gives additional support for ELL, beginning steps learners and gifted students.  A performance rubric is given in each 
chapter to assess open-ended activities. This enables the student to assess his own individual learning. Response activities are varied throughout 
the text and operate at various cognitive levels. 


ADDITIONAL CRITERIA  


This book would be a great support for a new teacher.  It is bright, colorful, and engaging text for early learners.  It could be shared between two 
students. 


If I were teaching   1st grade, this would be a book I would choose. It has engaging visuals for students and teachers. -C.L. 6th Grade Teacher 
 
I think it is a bright, colorful, engaging book for both students and teachers. K.O. Instructional Coach K-5 
 
The literature that is included in the text to support concepts is of high interest and makes it easier to integrate Social Studies and Language Arts in 
the regular classroom setting. A.B. - Title 1 Reading Teacher K-5 


ADDITIONAL TEACHER COMMENTS  








 


 


 2010 Social Studies Summer Review Institute 


Teacher Perspective Textbook Critique 
 


Local school boards may also want to consider other criteria to meet the needs of their student population.  
All teachers that reviewed this material are highly qualified in their specific field in education. 
 
Textbook Title:  New Mexico Social Studies: People We Know 
Publisher:  Houghton Mifflin Harcourt 
Grade Level:  2 
ISBN No.  Teacher Edition: 9780547390635 
ISBN No.  Student Edition: 9780547390574 
 
 


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                   
 
 


TEXTBOOK ORGANIZATION  


This textbook was clearly organized into thematic units.  Resource augmentation is provided through online resources for both the teacher and 
student: reading support, differentiated instruction, vocabulary, ELL, homework, background knowledge, relevancy to community, holidays, 
project-based learning, research handbook, technology, print, atlas and dictionary, encyclopedia, non-fiction books, etc.  Important historical 
documents are included but only online.  Teaching strategies provide opportunities for universal access, i.e. reteaching and etending, technology 
and literature.  Parent support through parent letters is built in.  Some materials are available in Spanish.    


STUDENT ASSESSMENT SUPPORT 


Student practice allows for a variety of responses: multiple choice, short-answer, critical thinking, and extended response.  Rubrics are provided 
for project and extended response assessment.  The textbook provides strategies to address needs of both struggling students and challenge for 
gifted/advanced students. 


ADDITIONAL CRITERIA  


There are suggestions for connecting content to students’ experiences.  It provides multiple writing activities with rubrics for assessment feedback.  
It provides non-fiction books to allow integration for reading at appropriate levels.  Leveled readers are available for content integration.  
Substantial activities and opportunities for hands-on-learning are available.  Visuals are used to enhance vocabulary development. 


• The book offers multiple strategies to address all levels of learners.  SH: Grade 5 
• The text is well-organized and strongly aligned to the standards.  The teacher’s edition is easy to follow and provides direct instruction 


and extension activities giving content access to all learners. CK: Grades K-5 
• This text followed all of the standards and benchmarks.  The textbook is very student friendly and great for new teachers.  It has lots of 


great hands-on activities.  LM: Grade 2 
 


ADDITIONAL TEACHER COMMENTS  








 


 


 2010 Social Studies Summer Review Institute 


Teacher Perspective Textbook Critique 
 


Local school boards may also want to consider other criteria to meet the needs of their student population.  
All teachers that reviewed this material are highly qualified in their specific field in education. 
 
Textbook Title:  Social Studies Our World Now and Long Ago 
Publisher:  Harcourt 
Grade Level:  kindergarten 
ISBN No.  Teacher Edition: 9780153858949 
ISBN No.  Student Edition: n/a 
 
 


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                   
 
 


TEXTBOOK ORGANIZATION  


Differentiation through Practice and Extend allow the teacher to meet the needs of all students. Each unit is set up in an organized manner and 
remains consistent throughout the book. The scope and sequence works with pacing throughout the year. A substitute could easily use this book. 


STUDENT ASSESSMENT SUPPORT 


Big books, homework and practice worksheets are all student centered and very engaging. 


ADDITIONAL CRITERIA  


The book had good National examples and lessons, which led to good activities that asked students to pull in New Mexico concepts, traditions, 
and cultures.   S.M.-11th grade 


I thought it was a really cute book with engaging lessons and activities for students. K.O. Instructional Coach K-5 
 
Good use of children’s literature. Ie Fable by Aesop.  CL 6th grade teacher 
 
It has some charming aspects. A.B.  Title 1 teacher K-5 


ADDITIONAL TEACHER COMMENTS  








 


 


 2010 Social Studies Summer Review Institute 


Teacher Perspective Textbook Critique 
 


Local school boards may also want to consider other criteria to meet the needs of their student population.  
All teachers that reviewed this material are highly qualified in their specific field in education. 
 
Textbook Title: Houghton Mifflin Harcourt  Click here to enter text. 
Publisher: NM Social Studies States and Regions  Click here to enter text. 
Grade Level: 4  Choose an item. 
ISBN No.  Teacher Edition:9780547390666 Click here to enter text. 
ISBN No.  Student Edition:9780547390598 Click here to enter text. 
 
 


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                   
 
 


TEXTBOOK ORGANIZATION  


-Offers reference, internet, biographical dictionary, maps gazette and interactive time line 
-The Book is arranged thematically 
-Teacher’s Edition is well organized and easy to follow, provides strong ideas for vocabulary development and a variety of activities that give 
access to diverse learners 
-biography information for teachers 


STUDENT ASSESSMENT SUPPORT 


-assessments measure different levels of Blooms Taxonomy 
-multiple test formats, short answer response, extended response, multiple choices, both formative and summative assessments 
-rubrics are provided for practice/extension and writing 


ADDITIONAL CRITERIA  


-cross curricular content 
-includes parental support component 
-opportunities for reading support and intervention for students to connect to personal experiences 
-provides opportunities to extend knowledge through writing 


 The teacher’s guide was well written.  Lots of activities. L.M.-2nd grade 
 
The history in the text lacked depth.  The connection to N.M. standards was weak and underdeveloped.  Level 3 citations  
(Higher level Bloom’s Taxonomy-analysis) was not readily evident in questions and review. C.R.-Instructional Coach-K-5 
 
 The leveling activities were beneficial for all levels of students. S.H.-5th grade  
 
 
 
 
 
  
 


ADDITIONAL TEACHER COMMENTS  





