
Various Definitions of e-Reader 

An e-reader (electronic reader) is a device for reading content, such as e-books, newspapers and 

documents. A standalone e-reader typically has wireless connectivity for downloading content 

and conducting other Web-based tasks. Popular dedicated e-readers include Amazon's Kindle 

and Sony Reader. 

Mobile devices that can display text, such as smartphones and PDAs, can also function as e-

readers. 

 

PC Magazine: A handheld device specialized for reading electronic books. Unlike tablet computers, one of the major advantages of e-book readers is their 

extremely long battery life, up to a month in some cases. 

 

Starting in the late 1990s, e-book readers began to appear; however, it took a decade to gain real traction due to the many different e-book formats on the market. In 

addition, until the E Ink electronic paper technology was used for the display, battery life was a limiting factor. See e-book and E Ink. 

 

o An e-book reader, also called an e-book device or e-reader, is an 
electronic device that is designed primarily for the purpose of reading 
digital books and periodicals and uses e-ink technology to display content 
to readers. ... 

 
o e-reader - A hardware device used to read e-books. An e-Reader is a 

device category similar to laptop, netbook, notebook, and desktop 
computer 

 

A handheld device specialized for reading electronic books. Starting in the late 1990s, e-

book readers began to appear; however, it took nearly 10 years to gain any traction due to 

the many formats on the market. In addition, until E Ink electronic paper technology was 

used for the display, battery life was a limiting factor. See e-book and E Ink. 

 

Instructional Material Bureau definition chart 
Characteristic Comment Include in our definition? 

handheld electronic device  yes 

specialized for reading e-

books 

  

uses e-ink   

wireless   

web-based   

   

   

 

http://searchmobilecomputing.techtarget.com/sDefinition/0,,sid40_gci492555,00.html
http://www.pcmag.com/encyclopedia_term/0,2542,t=e-book&i=42214,00.asp
http://www.pcmag.com/encyclopedia_term/0,2542,t=E+Ink&i=58853,00.asp
http://computer.yourdictionary.com/e-book
http://computer.yourdictionary.com/e-ink

