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@ Goal 1: Increasing student interest, participation, and achievement in math & science
HB322 PASSES HOUSE

HB322 increases from 6 to 9 the number of math credits needed by elementary teachers. It unanimously passed
all 4 committees to which it was assigned as well as the House. It is on the Senate calendar.

SB 273 PASSED SENATE EDUCATION COMMITTEE
SB 273 (appropriation for NM Project 2012) passed in Senate Education but has not moved beyond Senate
Finance and Appropriations.

OTHER RELATED LEGISLATION (STATUS AS OF 3/25/09; will be updated at meeting)
HB2 (State Budget) contains an allocation of 2,485,900 for Summer Reading, Math and Science Institutes.

SM84 sets up a task force to study pre-service teachers’ math programs at universities. This includes a study
that addresses “whether teachers who have completed nine credit hours of mathematics are better prepared as
elementary teachers than those with the current state requirement, which is six credit hours of mathematics;” a
report is due by December, 2009. SM84 has passed the Senate.

SIMA47 requests the PED Secretary to work with the US Dept. of Ed. to suspend federally mandated
assessments and replace them with short-cycle formative assessments to meet NCLB; it has passed the Senate
and is on the House calendar.

HB349 (Committee substitute) requires the PED to identify standardized tests that are not required by NCLB
and which could be abolished without loss of federal funding. It has passed the House; on Senate calendar.

SB205 enacts the New Mexico Research Applications Act that establishes a nonprofit corporation to interact
with business and government agencies, universities, private foundations and national laboratories to foster
economic development in the areas of technology and intellectual property. It’s related to the New Mexico
Computing Applications Center (NMCAC). One of the stated purposes of the Research Applications Center is
to support educational initiatives in science, technology, engineering and mathematics. Passed by the Senate; on
the House Business and Industry Committee calendar.

SB453 (Committee Substitute) authorizes the issuance of severance tax bonds up to $130,000,000 to be used to
build or renovate and equip Science Laboratories at NM Public high schools; it hasn’t moved in Senate Finance.

SB462 is an appropriation for the UNM P-20 Math and Science Education Center; it’s in Senate Finance.



PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT FOR PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPERS

On February 25 over 30 math and science professional development providers gathered at Santa Fe Community
College for another “PD for PDers” session. The morning session focused on using data from the SBA to
inform professional development. In the afternoon, the group split into those focused on math and those
focused on science. The math group looked at a learning progression on “area” through the grades. The
science group discussed the conception of science proficiency as presented in the book Ready, Set, Science in
relation to professional development and how that connects to proficiency as a cut score on the SBA.

SUMMER INSTITUTE FUNDING

Funding for FY09 (current year) was cut by 2.5%; contracts for funded projects are being amended to show the
decrease. In anticipation of funding for FY10, Mary Jo will hold face-to-face and web-based informational
sessions for potential funding requestors on March 25.

WORK ON GRADES K-12 SCIENCE STANDARDS ALIGNMENT DOCUMENTS
House Bill 911 (2007) required that
Each school district shall align its curricula to meet the state standards for each grade level and subject area so that
students who transfer between public schools within the school district receive the same educational opportunity
within the same grade or subject area.
Districts have been notified that they are required to post on their websites or email to the Math and Science
Bureau alignment documents for science (grades K-12). They will be notified shortly that they must complete
documentation for 9-12 math; K-8 math was due in August, 2008.

STANDARDS-BASED ASSESSMENT REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS

An RFP for the new contract for the Standards Based Assessment has been published. Mary Jo has agreed to
serve on the evaluation committee to select the recipient of the new contract. The RFP contains several
configurations to address anticipated budgetary reductions, including reducing the number of constructed
response items and eliminating for science assessments in some grades.
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@ Goal 2: Raising public support and awareness of the importance of science and math

MATH AND SCIENCE DAY AT THE LEGISLATURE
The second annual Math and Science Day at the Legislature was a huge success. Representative from EVERY
one of the 18 schools we recognized attended. Be sure to check out the photo gallery on the MSB website.

MSB WEBSITE

The MSB Website now has minutes from MSAC meetings posted as well as Spotlight sections on teachers and
programs. MSAC members are invited to submit pieces for inclusion on the website on a rotating basis as well
as suggestions for how to make the website more valuable for public access.
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@ Goal 3: Establishing effective collaborations with internal and external partners

FAQ DOCUMENT FOR NEW HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS AVAILABLE

Claudia and Mary Jo worked with representatives of other PED Bureaus to prepare a document to help schools
and families better understand the new graduation requirements:
http://www.ped.state.nm.us/HighSchoolRedesign/dI09/HS%20Grad%20Requirements%20MARCH%2016%20

2_.pdf.
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OTHER BUREAU BUSINESS
Dr. Gloria Rendon is the new Assistant Secretary for Instructional Support and Vocational Education. The
Math and Science Bureau is in this Division. Her email is Gloria.rendon@state.nm.us; phone is 505.827.6676.




