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(Due to severe weather conditions, a
change of reporters was required and the repor
arrived after the meeting had convened.)

CHAIR GARRISON: Margarita Esquibel.

MISS ESQUIBEL: Hello. My name is
Margarita Esquibel. | just graduated this sem
rom TLC, and | am here to talk, because, I m
have been to public schools, and it's not that
great. | mean, if | didn't find this school,
would have went to Rio Grande, and | would ha
iropped out by now. | wouldn't have had now
go. And it feels so great. | mean, | didn't
in four years. It took me another year, but,
know, | did it. And | feel so great that it
with and | am over it. But | would hate to s
school go down. | mean, they would be like,
did you graduate, and | would be like, my sch
doesn't exist no more. You know, it's real h

And, | mean, | love these teachers
| mean, it's not just like we are learning.
it's a whole different atmosphere over here.
mean, there's not just groups. It's everybod
together. Everybody is joined together. Nob

singled out. It's one whole family, like a f

and it's so hard -- it would be so hard to lo
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everybody and to see them move on.

| mean, | have only -- when | was a
sophomore, | went to this school, and it just
so good to be somewhere that somebody would si
and listen and work with you. | mean, last ye
worked so hard. | went from ninth grade Engli
a half of English 10, and by some miracle, | p
my English level without my other half of Engl
10, and it felt so good.

| got on the honor roll this year.
haven't been on honor roll since | was in six
grade, and it feels so good.

And, gosh, the teachers are miracle

workers. | mean, | don't know how half the t
put up with me, and | couldn't put up with me
already know that. And just seeing how they
helped me. I'm the greatest math student in
world, | swear, and | want to be a teacher on
and | want to be helping other students like
mean, it's so hard. | struggled. | struggle
school, and now | am done, and | can go to co
and | can do what | need to do to get my life
together. And it feels so good that TLC gave
opportunity to do that. And that's it. Than

CHAIR GARRISON: Thank you.
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Haley Dunn.

MISS DUNN: Thank you for letting me

speak. My name is Haley Dunn. | have attende dTLC
since | was in the eighth grade. | was failin g when
| went to public school, but now | made the ho nor
roll, and | am almost making a four point whic his
really great for me. The teachers are able to give
you one-on-one attention, and you can ask a st upid
guestion. They don't even think you are dumb which
is way awesome.

You need to understand what the sch ool
means to the students. It's like a safe plac e to
go, my safe place to go, and everybody's safe place
to go. And | am just asking you to keep the school
open, and thank you for listening to me.

CHAIR GARRISON: Thank you very muc h.

The parents -- | have here, | don't have
an individual name. | am assuming there is a
spokesperson for the parents and students of Ralph
Bunche.

Can you state your name for the rec ord.

MS. FOX: | am Susan Fox. | justw anted
to notify the commission that Ralph J. Bunche IS

here. They didn't get here in time to sign th e
sign-up sheet, so we do have several represen tatives
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to make statements if that's all right.

CHAIR GARRISON: I don't know if th
all right. Let me speak with legal for one se

(Off the record.)

CHAIR GARRISON: 1 only have one she
here, and I'm going to call a ten minute reces
your folks sign in so they can speak.

MS. FOX: Thank you.

(A recess was taken.)

CHAIR GARRISON: Calling the PEC me
back to order. The Public Education Commissi
availed itself of, well, gave itself the oppo
to move things around in the agenda as needed
did start our open forum on time at 10:30, an
are going to suspend that for a moment to con
with No. 7, the recognitions, and we are on t
Milken Teacher of the Year, so Ms. Beverly Fr
if you would please continue. Thank you.

MS. FRIEDMAN: As you saw in the vi
second grade teacher Mr. James Dickerson rece
great surprise when he was named as this year
Mexico Milken Educator Award recipient. This
comes with an unrestricted cash prize of $25,
an all expense paid trip to Los Angeles, Cali

to attend the Milken Educator Forum, a nation
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gathering of award winning educators that addr esses
innovative strategies for advancing teacher
effectiveness.

Dubbed the "Oscar's of Teaching" by
Teacher Magazine," the Milken Family Foundat ion
National Educator Awards were conceived by Low ell
Milken to recognize the importance of outstand ing
educators and to encourage talented young peop le to
enter the teaching profession. The Milken Fa mily
Foundation selected Mr. Dickerson for this
prestigious recognition based on his dedicati on to
teaching and dramatic increases in the academ ic
achievement levels of his students who are
performing at grade level standards.

According to his principal, Carmen
Gallegos Naranjo, he has done an outstanding job of
working with all of his students to achieve t heir
highest potential. This past year, his secon d grade
class was ranked No. 1 in both math and readi ng at
the end of the year on the measurement of aca demic
progress results.

Mr. Dickerson has also established a cafe
where parents could come to have lunch with t heir
children in a special setting. He has also
initiated the Caught Being Good Program in wh ich any
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staff member could nominate a student they obs erved
displaying good character or doing something n ice
for someone else. Then students' names are pl aced
in a drawing for prizes each week.

Mr. Dickerson, on behalf of the Stat e of
New Mexico's Public Education Department, | wo uld
like to commend the work you do with the young est
students we serve in our schools. As stated b y
Lowell Milken, chairman and cofounder of the M ilken
Family Foundation, "Highly effective educator S are
human capital that will equip America's youth in
this increasingly competitive global economy. "

| would like to ask Mr. Dickerson t 0 come
to the front, and | would like to ask our cha irman,
Mr. Andrew Garrison, and our PEC commissioner from
Las Cruces, Mr. Eugene Gant, to go to the fro nt to
present Mr. Dickerson with an obelisk from th e
Milken Foundation. And this obelisk award th at we
are presenting to you today, Mr. Dickerson, s hould
be a reminder of the critical role you play i n
preparing young people for a bright future. We wish
you continued success in and out of your clas sroom,
and hope your award will inspire other educat ors to
follow in your footsteps, and we would like y ou to
speak to us in a few minutes.
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down to give you the obelisk here, can you hav
family members come up, too, because it will b
little bit of a photo op here, so if any famil
members came, ask them up.

MR. DICKERSON: Actually my wife jus
stepped out with my two-year-old, so | think s
took him out to make a snowman or something.

CHAIR GARRISON: She needs to sign i
Congratulations.

MR. DICKERSON: | appreciate it. T
you.

Thank you, Mr. Gant. | appreciate

MR. GANT: | would like to say some
if | may. | am from Cruces. | did serve on
school board for eight years. | watched the
very closely. Itis a very, very caring scho
talk about caring schools, it's a very unique
school. It sits on the eastern edge of Las C
They are building up around it now. There ar
unique group of children out there, a lot of
economically disadvantaged students, a great
demographics out there.

Folks like Mr. Dickerson are taking

good care of those kids, and we are having ve

CHAIR GARRISON: Mr. Dickerson, when we go
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success in that school with those children. H
one of the reasons we are having great success
the schools of César Chavez, and | congratulat

MR. DICKERSON: Thank you, Mr. Gant.

| would like to thank the Milken Fam
Foundation for this award. | would like to th
Ms. Smith this morning for the aspiration stat
and | would like to thank the Lord as well for
able to get here. And thank my wife Jamie and
son Samuel for going through the slush and th
with me.
| would like to thank my administra
Carmen Gallegos Naranjo and Jeannie Romero-C
Without their support, this wouldn't have bee
possible. They have definitely been good rol
models for me, and also the staff at César Ch
Flementary. | would like to thank Las Cruce
Schools. And | just appreciate this award, a
appreciate your time listening. Thank you.
great day.

CHAIR GARRISON: The next item unde
recognitions are PEC commissioners, and becau
the weather, we have a couple of commissioner
did not make it here this morning, and they a

ending their terms on the Public Education
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Commission. So we don't know how we should gi
those certificates out. Mail them. We will a
them to come in January.

But we do have someone here very spe
to us all, Ms. Catherine Smith. Today is also
final meeting for Ms. Catherine M. Smith. Mrs
Smith was elected to the New Mexico State Boar
Education in 1984. She elected not to run for
reelection this year. She has held numerous o
on the state board and with us here on the Pu
Education Commission.

At this time | would like to read a
special proclamation from Governor Bill Richa
that describes some of the major highlights i
Smith's career.

"State of New Mexico, Executive Off
Santa Fe, New Mexico. Proclamation.

"Whereas, Mrs. Catherine Munson Smi
devoted 60 years of her life to New Mexico's
children, and the state is appreciative to ha
share her love for its children, dedication a
commitment to their education;

"And whereas, Catherine lived at th
family homestead ranch in Luna County most of

years growing up and was taught by her mother
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home. And whereas, Catherine completed colleg e at
New Mexico State Teachers College earning a

bachelor's degree with majors in both elementa ry and
secondary education, continuing on to receive three
other degrees from Western New Mexico Universi ty: A
master's degree in elementary education, an

education specialist degree in English and gui dance
and counseling, and a degree in business

administration;

"And whereas, Catherine taught for seven
years in the Silver City Public School System Then
went on to the Cobre School District where sh e
taught in early elementary school and Cobre H igh
School. And whereas, for 21 years Catherine advised
students with both the school year book and t he
weekly newspaper, in addition to teaching sen ior
English and journalism and for the last seven years
of her career, she was principal of early ele mentary
school,

"And whereas, in the fall of 1984, Grady
Mayfield, past president of the State Board o f
Education, requested that Catherine run as a
write-in candidate for the State Board of Edu cation
District Six where she defeated eight candida tes;

"And whereas, Catherine served as
SANTA FE OFFICE MAIN OFFICE

119 East Marcy, Suite 110
Santa Fe, NM 87501
(505) 989-4949

FAX (505) 820-6349

PROFESSIONAL COURT
REPORTING SERVICE

SSOCIATES ..

201 Third NW, Suite 1630
Albuquerque, NM 87102
(505) 843-9494

FAX (505) 843-9492
1-800-669-9492

e-mail: info@litsupport.com



© 00 N oo o A~ w NP

N N N N NN P P R R R R R R R
o o W N P O © 0O N o o 0 W N B+, O

13

president of New Mexico Educators Association, now
NEA New Mexico, from 1973 to 1975, and she was the
first female elected to represent New Mexico o n the
National Education Association's board of dire ctors
in Washington, DC from 1976 to 1982;

"And whereas, upon her retirement,
Catherine was inducted into the 1990 NEA New M exico
Hall of Fame, the association's highest honor, and
has received its president's award for disting uished
service and their Chimayo award, and for the past 14
years, she has served as a parliamentarian;

"And whereas, Catherine was named b y the
Board of Regents of Western New Mexico Univer Sity as
honorary dean of the College of Education and the
New Mexico Coalition of Administrators honore d her
with their Earl Non-Distinguished Service Awa rd;

"And whereas, Catherine has served as both
president of the State Board of Education and Chair
of the Public Education Commission representi ng
District 6, which includes Animas, Belen, Car rizozo,
Cobre, Deming, Estancia, Grants, Lordsburg, L (o]
Lunas, Magdalena, Mountainair, Quemado, Reser ve,
Silver City, and Socorro, and has served as t he
president of the State Library Commission for the
past eight years, longer than any predecessor ;
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"And whereas, for more than two deca

Catherine has served on the Public School Capi

Outlay Council, having been chair a number of

currently serving as vice chair, and has serve
the Governor's Task Force that devised the cur
State Equalization Guarantee of Funding Equali
all school children, and helped author the
Three-Tier Licensure Teachers' Program which h
been enacted into law.

"Now, therefore, I, Bill Richardson
Governor of the State of New Mexico, do hereb
proclaim December 17, 2010 as Catherine M. Sm
Recognition Day throughout the State of New M

Now, before we let Catherine speak,
are several folks that | want to call up to s
and there are so many things to give her. Le
start with that.

MS. SMITH: It happens to be in fin
print.

CHAIR GARRISON: Congratulations.

a joy reading that. It really was.

Catherine M. Smith, the Public Educ
Commission presents to you this gift in grate
appreciation for a lifetime of distinguished

dedicated service to education in New Mexico,
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December 17, 2010.
MS. SMITH: Oh, my goodness. Wow.

15

CHAIR GARRISON: Help me out here. We are
going to call on a few folks. Secretary of
Education Dr. Susanna Murphy could not be here
Beverly Friedman did read some kind words that she
had and you also have something else?

MS. FRIEDMAN: Yes.

On behalf of Secretary Murphy and th e
Public Education Department, we present this award
of appreciation to Catherine M. Smith, in gra teful
appreciation of her years of distinguished an d
dedicated service as a teacher, principal, an d State
Board of Education member and a Public Educat ion
Commission member.

Her tireless efforts to provide qua lity
education are proof of her leadership and com mitment
to the children of New Mexico. Presented thi s day
the 17th of December, 2010, and signed by
Dr. Susanna M. Murphy.

MS. SMITH: This is nice, more than nice.

CHAIR GARRISON: 1 will now call up Sharon
Morgan, the president of the National Educati on
Association of New Mexico. Good morning.

MS. MORGAN: Good morning. Good mo rning.
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| am so proud to be here on behalf of the memb ers of
the National Education Association of New Mexi co to
speak about Catherine's accomplishments and to

present to her our recognition award. You hea rd
many of the things that she has done for New M exico,
being the first woman elected to the national level
to the board representing New Mexico, being

president of NEA New Mexico in 1973.

Catherine, you have touched lives an d you
nave made such a difference to each and ever y one of
us, and the children of New Mexico are better
because of you, education employees are bette r
because of the work you have done. And so it IS my
honor to present to you this plaque from the
National Education Association of New Mexico
honoring Catherine Smith for her lifetime of
service, commitment, and advocacy to the stud ents
and public schools of New Mexico, through her work
as a teacher, administrator, NEA leader, and elected
member of the New Mexico State Board of Educa tion
and the Public Education Commission, and my
representative on the Public Education Commis sion.

So thank you for everything you hav e done.

MS. SMITH: | began to wonder what all of
you were doing here.
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MS. MORGAN: You are going to need a wagon
to take all of this home with you.

MS. SMITH: We are in the pickup.

CHAIR GARRISON: Thank you, Sharon.

MS. MORGAN: Thank you.

CHAIR GARRISON: Paula Tackin, retir ed
director of the Legislative Council Service, t he
public school facilities authority under the P SCOC,
come on up. Good morning.

MS. TACKIN: Good morning, Mr. Chai rman,
members of the commission. David Abbey, who is the
current chair of the Public School Capital Ou tlay
Council, wasn't able to be here, and | was ho nored
that he asked me to say a few words for Cathe rine
and to Catherine and present her with an awar d.

A little background for this award. First
of all, | just want to say Catherine was my m entor
and a good friend from the day | walked on to the
Public School Capital Outlay Council. When t hey put
the finance staff director and the legislativ e
service council director on, | kept saying, w hy
would you get on a group of legislators. The
legislators, your bosses are going to lobby.

And, of course, it didn't happen th at way,
but | thought, oh, we shouldn't be on this,

SANTA FE OFFICE MAIN OFFICE

119 East Marcy, Suite 110
Santa Fe, NM 87501

i*";t(\)};() (();2)()3)42;36%49 SSO C IATES, Ine.

PROFESSIONAL COURT
REPORTING SERVICE

201 Third NW, Suite 1630
Albuquerque, NM 87102
(505) 843-9494

FAX (505) 843-9492
1-800-669-9492

e-mail: info@litsupport.com



© 00 N oo o A~ w NP

N N N N NN P P R R R R R R R
o o W N P O © 0O N o o 0 W N B+, O

separation of powers, all this legal stuff. B

got over it, and | think Catherine helped a lo
that, because it was important to have the edu
folks, the executive and the legislature come
together to make sure that education was prope
funded and that the buildings, that the facili
would be taken care of. And it's been a long
process, but Catherine has been instrumental i
making sure that all happened.

Catherine -- | think you all know
Catherine. You always know where you stand w
Catherine. She is not a bit shy, and she was
wonderful at holding architects' feet to the
about making sure there were bathrooms placed
they needed to be, close to the classrooms, b
that's a big source of problems when kids are
walking down hallways. Also she wasn't shy a
holding districts accountable for their use o
and making sure that they got the best price
architects did what they needed to do instead
what the architects may have wanted to do.

She cared that students had a good
classroom space. She always would say, we ca
have them sitting under yucca bushes. They h

to be in good classrooms. And she was very
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insistent about bathrooms. And | have a speci
connection with her, because my mother grew up
Luna County also and was home schooled on her
and so | have always had this connection.

But what | would like to do is read
award from the Public School Capital Outlay Co
It's a special award to Catherine Smith, "Quee
the Loo.'

"Whereas, Catherine Smith has long
demonstrated her dedication to the children o
Mexico; and whereas, Catherine's breadth of v
has allowed her to see the big picture while
losing site of the critical details; and wher
Catherine has always understood that to ensur
security and safety of the student body and t
minimize the conflicts and crises that occur
school hallways, a sufficient number of clean
properly functioning bathrooms must be availa
never too far away from the classrooms; and w
Catherine has served as a guide and mentor to
Public School Capital Outlay Council, its mem
and its staff for more years than any of us w
care to remember;

"Now be it known that on this 17th

December, 2010, the New Mexico Public School
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Outlay Council recognizes Catherine Smith as N
Mexico's true 'Queen of the Loo,"' while offeri
thanks and sincere gratitude for her many talen
her commitment, her indomitable spirit, and he
outstanding contributions over many decades to

better educations for all New Mexicans."

serious enough. | said, oh, | think Catherine
appreciate this.

MS. SMITH: | do appreciate this.
appreciate this more than almost anybody exce
school teacher can appreciate it. | have or
have, | still have a former student out there
least one out there, that probably took advan
the restroom being quite a distance away when
Castillo was in my classroom, so | think she
appreciative of this also. But | was very ad
on the council when we were doing the adequac
standards, that you didn't build six new clas
without restroom facilities. You just could
that, and so | think this is great.

CHAIR GARRISON: Retired state
superintendent Michael Davis.

Good morning, sir.

MR. DAVIS: Good morning, Mr. Chair

This was too much of a joke. This wasn't
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members of the council. Actually I'm here to do a
couple of things. | am here because | love
Catherine Smith, but | have got some jobs to d 0.
She helped a couple of young men perform the | ob of
state superintendent of public instruction, an d she
did it with great skill. And the first one w as Alan
Morgan.

| have a letter from Alan that | wou ld
like to read to you, Mrs. Smith. This is date d
December 17, 2010. Regarding Mrs. Catherine Smith,
member New Mexico Public Education Commission , State
of New Mexico. 300 Don Gaspar -- a great add ress --
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87503.

"I write this letter for one reason :
because a prior commitment in Washington, DC
prevents me from sharing in person my great r espect,
admiration, and affection for Catherine Smith So
as a poor second choice, | put in writing a f ew of
my many emotions associated with the formidab le loss
of Catherine's leadership for New Mexico's yo uth.

"It amazes me to ponder the breadth and
depth of Catherine's many contributions to
education. Catherine Smith is a teacher's te acher,
as evidenced by her ascension to the highest
leadership post of New Mexico's largest teach er
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organization in the 1970s. Little did we know
the time that Mrs. Catherine Smith would, with
decade, ascend to the highest elected public
education policy role in the state.

"Along with her election in the mid
as the State Board of Education member from Di
6, she and her colleagues, including Ms. Milli
Pogna, inherited the task of selecting a new s
superintendent of public instruction. What an
| was bestowed to be chosen as only the third
appointed state superintendent of public inst
in New Mexico history. It was my good fortun
serve almost 13 years with a great staff and
extraordinary board members.

"It is crystal clear the State Boar
Education benefited greatly from Catherine's
leadership and by her persistent clarion call
student-centered decisions. The term bitter
may fit well in this situation. After almost
years of working with Catherine Smith and as
father of two school age daughters today, I r
yet applaud Catherine's decision to retire fr
public life as Public Education Commissioner.

"There are very few people in New M

history who can lay proper claim to having be
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positive influence on the lives of literally
hundreds of thousands of New Mexico children.
Catherine has earned that distinction and our
unending appreciation for her having done so.

"Thank you, Catherine, for your ener
team work, generosity of time, as well as spir
and most particularly for your unselfish love
students, teachers, and families."

And this is from Alan D. Morgan, Vic
President, US Government Relations, Pierson,
Incorporated, and your first superintendent,
Catherine.

You can tell that Dr. Morganis ap
articulate fellow, and | don't have a letter
you, Catherine, but my heart is full of memor
about you. They are all good. Some of them
difficult, you know, you and | know that. Bu
are a giant in this state in the world of chi
and educators.

And you are not going away. | kno
are not doing that. You never have. You are
to be somewhere doing something always. That
your nature. But | have four things that | w
like to say to you. When you come to this st

a young couple, strangers not natives, you ar
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a basket of blessings, if you are open enough
know that you have been. And in that basket f
were Catherine and Leroy Smith, the both of yo

MS. SMITH: Thank you.

MR. DAVIS: | miss Leroy a lot. Whe
worked with you, what | learned about how an
educator should perform their function and the
things that one should do and be able to do, t
first you had to be able to teach, and | don't
anybody can describe that well in regulation
anything else. | think it comes from nature
experience and the ability to care and believ
it. You have that skill. | saw you do it wi
adults. | saw you do it with immature bureau
here at the Department of Education, and we ¢
because you were able to teach us.

Secondly, you have to be able to le
leadership is a difficult role. It doesn't a
allow you to do the things that you would lik
do, but that you have to have the courage to
up and do what you know must be done. And,
Catherine, all the time that | knew you as a
of the State Board of Education and just as a
friend, you have the ability to lead. You ar

courageous human being.
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MS. SMITH: Thank you.
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MR. DAVIS: And the last thing is yo u have
to have the ability to learn, because you don' t
always succeed. And | can never, never forget you,
at the close of legislative sessions, when we fought
for policies and money and all of the things t hat we
needed to do, and sometimes we were left with a
glass half full or maybe three-quarters full -
think more than often three-quarters full, but you
always wanted to know: What did we learn in this
process; what did we hear from people; what w as
important to them; what did we not do that we could
have done, and we will do it better next time . And
if you made a mistake, let's not talk about t he
mistake. Let's talk about the solution.

You have that ability to take a si tuation
and figure it out, learn from it, and move on So |
applaud you for your ability to teach, lead, and
learn. You are a great educator.

I have three things in mind that | think
from a policy perspective were great achievem ents of
yours. And people, you know, education polic y is
not a fun thing, but to me, what it is is peo ple's
lreams, and then it gets put in legal langua ge and
stuck in some book somewhere. But policy rea lly is
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the dreams people have for their children and
how they like education to be.

You filled those dreams up. | saw y
it here. You wrote great policy. You paid

attention to the fundamental commitment that t

state has to share its resources equitably fo

children. You never lost sight of the New Mex
funding formula as one of the crown jewels in
country. It helped kids in every part of this
achieve things that they otherwise would not
been able to do if they were dependent just o
resources. You were a champion for that.

And the last one, of course, is --
everybody has talked about this Capital Outla
Council. 1 don't know how long you and | use
talk about, my goodness, the Public School Ca
Outlay Council handing out small amounts of m
help schools do things piecemeal when we have
great funding formula for operational support
state, and we treat the buildings and the fac
that children learn in fairly unequally.

And you stood up and you made a dif
in this. You got it done. And this state no
treats its kids well on the operational side

funding formula. It treats its kids equitabl
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fair in the school buildings in which they lea
can drive by Magdalena today and | can see you
work, and | did a few weeks ago.

Last -- and | have talked way too mu
want you to know that | don't have an award fo
But what is in my heart, Catherine, is when yo
your home and it burned down, | had hanging on
wall in my bedroom a small picture that said "
Night with Friends," a beautiful oil painting.
knew that had been in your house for a very |
time, and | was proud to be able to send it b
you so you had some memory of Leroy and every
else. God bless you.

MS. SMITH: Thank you, Michael, ver
much.

CHAIR GARRISON: Dr. Pauline Rendon
retired Legislative Education Study Committee

MS. RADONI: Good morning.

CHAIR GARRISON: Good morning.

MS. RADONI: | was delighted that A
called me to be here with you today, and then
tells me that | could say a few words. And f
those of you that know me, it's rather danger
because, as you can see, I'm a cry baby when

about somebody | really care about. So | dec
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that | would write my words and | would read t
and that way | would be able to speak a little
more -- well, | don't think more intelligently
more literate so that you could hear me.

Until you read that Catherine came h
1984, | started working for the Legislative
Education Study Committee in 1983, and | thoug
Catherine was already here, and | thought you
already a state board president.

MS. SMITH: With NEA.

MS. RADONI: Excuse me?

MS. SMITH: With NEA.

MS. RADONI: With NEA. So maybe th
my memory. But anyway, | didn't know you ver
when | first started here in '83, but | do wa
recount a few stories about Catherine and my
experiences with her.

How many times were you president o
state board? Two or --

MS. SMITH: Once for four years -- four
different times, four different times.

MS. RADONI: Anyhow, | left the LES
1985 and went to higher education, so the tim
| finally met Catherine really well was when

appointed to the Educational Standards Commis
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| think it was a commission. And | don't reme mber
what Catherine's role was with the state board , but
as a member of the state board, she would alwa ys
come to our meetings when we had our education

Do you remember that, the Educationa I
Standards Commission meetings? Particularly i f the
commission was voting on some very important i ssues,
like licensure or anything having to do with
teachers, Catherine was very concerned about a ny
issues that we may want to -- not knowing too much
about it, that we may want to dismantle them or
whatever.

| would be lying if | didn't say th at |
wasn't intimidated by having Catherine there
watching us. She was formidable. | must als o add
that Catherine never said anything to me one way or
another about my vote. That's just Catherine and
her dignity and her way of handling things. It was
just my perception of the strong and confiden t woman
that knew education inside out.

| came back to work for the LESC in 1989,
and a lot of people asked me why | did that. Well,
| was in higher ed, and | found higher ed rat her
stifling and pontificating. And they said wh y are
you going back to -- because, like | said, it 's just
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too political. And they said, well, why are y
going back to the LESC? That's really politic
And | said, yes, but at least we know that's w
is. It's not like higher ed.

But anyway, | came back to the Legis
Education Study Committee, and while some of t
members of the state board had left and been
replaced with new members, | was delighted to
that Catherine was still here.

It was during this time that | bega
appreciate just how committed Catherine was t
educating our state's children. She was so
committed that Catherine would attend the LES
meetings and was there to answer questions of
committee or give her advice. She stayed and
patiently listened to a whole day of meetings
days or three days of meetings. | always won
how she could look so serene during those lon
meetings that the LESC had.

Surely it wasn't our riveting
presentations, Catherine.

No. | think Catherine was there be
she wanted to protect education, and she want
make sure that we weren't coming up with some

brained idea that may damage the students and
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i

schools or the policies that were being made i
State Board of Education.

Lastly, as director of the LESC -- |
became director in 1997 -- | had the opportuni
serving on the Capital Outlay Council with
Catherine. At my very first meeting, | was se
next to Catherine. | think the reason that we
there was so she could mentor me. And | am ha
say that she did. | didn't know very much abo
capital outlay other than what | had learned
LESC during those years, but | really wasn't
capital outlay expert by no means.

Catherine had so much knowledge, no
of capital outlay, but she had the intimate
knowledge of each and every school district a
condition of the facilities.

And | don't think anybody else has
knowledge, Catherine. | think that was you.

And with that knowledge, she had so
0 contribute to the Capital Outlay Council.

| was blown over thinking how littl
knew about the entire process of capital outl
Catherine, again, was patient, and | learned
from her. | dare say she made me look smart.

These stories that | have and these
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stories that you have heard -- and I'm sure th
are countless others -- epitomize the wonderfu
nature of Catherine's leadership and contribut
that she has made to education of New Mexico.
| am indeed fortunate to have the
privilege of sharing your expertise, your work
ethics, and commitment. Catherine, you have |
remarkable legacy behind and one which will re
lasting tribute to your professionalism and yo
commitment and dedication to education and to
children and youth of our state. | thank you
the bottom of my heart. And may the years th
ahead be filled with laughter, happiness, and
more accomplishments.

And | just want to say that James,
grandson, is so lucky and fortunate to have y
his grandmother. 1| still remember him when y
to bring him to the Capital Outlay Council, a
that, Catherine, | don't have a gift either |
Michael said --

MS. SMITH: You don't need one. Ju

MS. RADONI: -- but | do appreciate

MS. SMITH: Mr. Chair, Pauline, tha

The greatest gift a person can have

one's friends. | do want to tell you this, t
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about the LESC, and Pauline's pointing out tha
went to every meeting when | was the liaison w
the LESC from the state board, and | stayed at
of the meetings. But | want to tell you one ot
facet that perhaps other people are not aware
and that is that the LESC treated me like a me
and every function that they ever had in any
community, | was always invited to that functi
was always part and parcel of the group.

And, oh, my goodness, you have no i
what that meant. It gave me the opportunity
little arm twisting along with having a nice
sometimes. But | dearly appreciated the fact
they treated me as an equal, not a legislator
just another state elected official.

And, Pauline, | do appreciate it, and |
thank you for bringing it up, because it mean
great deal to me over the years that you saw
that that sort of thing, and Rick and -- oh,
goodness gracious -- can't come up with her n
right this second -- Gadsden, that they saw t
that | was a part of that group. So thank yo
when you see them, thank them.

Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

CHAIR GARRISON: Thank you.
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Judge Celia Castillo, the New Mexico Court
of Appeals. Hello.

MS. CASTILLO: Hello. Good morning and
congratulations, Catherine.

For people that don't know, | am
Catherine's student, and she used the word for mer,
but you never become a former student of Cathe rine.
You are always one of Catherine's students.

| was on the yearbook staff at Cobre High
School in the mid-sixties, and what | remembe ris
that Catherine gave us a lot of freedom, but she
also made us accountable. And I think that's a word
that you hear today. She expects peopleto b e
accountable. And sometimes it wasn't so easy to be
accountable, but she requireditandlamab etter
person because of that.

There is another thing that Catheri ne did,
and that's that she expected the best, the be st out
of each of her students, and she also expects the
best out of education. And this is what she has
done year after year after year.

And, Catherine, | want to thank you for
being my teacher, and | want to thank you on behalf
of not just the children of New Mexico, but t he
citizens of New Mexico. You have made educat ion
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better for each one of us. Thank you very muc

MS. SMITH: Thank you, my dear. You
we never had a late yearbook.

And if any of you had any dealings w
yearbooks, you know that's not easy.

CHAIR GARRISON: Wow. Catherine Smi
are going to miss you greatly, and you stay in
touch, so | don't miss you too much. But you
friends are the greatest gift, and | consider
very dear friend and mentor, and so | want to
you for everything you have done for me, for
Public Education Commission, and for the Stat
New Mexico. Thank you.

MS. SMITH: Thank you.

CHAIR GARRISON: | was going to ask
commissioners if there are any comments.

Commissioner Lopez.

MS. LOPEZ: Well, just, you know, t
have all said it all, and we just so apprecia
and all the leadership you have provided. Yo
been the face of this body from the time it w
State Board of Education until now, and all o
really appreciate you. And we will miss you.
you for all your service.

CHAIR GARRISON: Mr. Bergman.
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MR. BERGMAN: Catherine, it has been
privilege to serve with you these last two yea
see your dedication to the students and remind
continually that it's the students is the reas
that we are here, as we saw on that video the
excitement of the young kids. It has been a
privilege to serve with you.

MS. SMITH: Thank you.

CHAIR GARRISON: Commissioner Gant.

MR. GANT: | would like to thank yo
| came up here from Cruces, and you did welco
to the commission which | appreciate. | get
little rough at times, but you kind of try to
me down. And there are other people in this
that know | can get a little hard at times, b
do try to settle me down and keep me focused
iIs most important, and that's all children of
state of New Mexico, not just a few. Thanky

MS. SMITH: Thank you.

MR. GANT: Thank you for your dedic
You will still be here.

MS. SMITH: Thank you.

MR. GANT: You will be watching ove
somewhere. All right. Good luck to you.

MS. SMITH: Thank you.
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CHAIR GARRISON: Commissioner Smith,
floor is yours.
MS. SMITH: You are ready for me?
CHAIR GARRISON: We are ready for yo
MS. SMITH: Oh, thank you very much.
Well, you have to realize that | hav
here -- and it is still morning -- | have sat
this morning, and | have received the accolade
many people who have been very special in my |
| cannot tell you how wonderful it is, you kn
you move down the highway of live, | have alw
been told that you make just as many enemies
make friends. | am here to tell you this mor
do not believe that. So don't ever let anybo
you that, because | have made a tremendous nu
friends throughout my life, people who have h
me, people who have mentored me, people who h
loved me along the way.
And, of course, you know my husband
almost 53 years -- he lacked just a month of
my husband of 53 years when he passed away --
greatest person. | would come home sometimes
would say to me, on a Valentine's Day or some
| don't have a card for you. And | would tel

but every time | get ready to go someplace, y
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check my car, you load my suitcases. When | a
gone, you take my messages, and you don't let
away without responding to them, because you'l
me again and again whether | have called back
certain person that called him. And he was my
helpmate for forever. | had known him for for
He wasn't necessarily my childhood sweetheart,
had known him since | was a little girl, so he

in my life forever.

So friends you do make. The others
count anyway. And so | am hoping | can leave
with that message. And | hope also to leave
with the message that the children of New Mex
the most important asset that we have. | hav
sat on this commission or on this board but t
thought every single person really and truly
what was best for the children of this state.
believe that every person in the Department o
Education wants what's best for children of t
State.

And | agree with our New Mexico tea
the year award winner, that everyone who goes
the teaching profession wants to be a good te
and | think it's our job to make them good te

| would have a story | would relate, but time
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the essence now and | won't do that, but | do know
that you can, if you try, you can make those
teachers who are not good teachers, you can ma ke
them good teachers. Part of it is the fact th at
they really and truly fear what their peers th ink,
and you as their peer can make them good teach ers.
And you as a parent, as a community member, ca n
support them and make them good teachers.

So | would leave you with that messa ge.
The children of New Mexico deserve the best, and |
truly believe that all of us are here to give it to
them.

So, Mr. Chair, thank you. I'll thank you

en masse for all the wonderful things. | kno w that
it took a great deal of work to get the Cathe rine
Smith award from the governor. | know it too k a
great deal of work to get the "Queen of the Loo"
award, and to know that for only me, perhaps, does
that have real true educational meaning. So I
really appreciate it, and | hope that perhaps Bob
and others, you can continue with that, beca use |
want to continue to see that school buildings are
built with the proper infrastructure.

And | will stop at that, Mr. Chairm an, and

thank all of you for being my friends and for
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helping me in the years | was president and ch
this board of this commission, and | hope to k
contact with all of you also. Thank you.

Mr. Chairman, I'm going to have to s
other thing. The greatest -- you know, Burnes
it, "The best laid plans of mice and men often
astray." My grandson from the Phoenix area, f
Chandler was coming this week. Now he has bee
coming this week for the last five or six week
it didn't mean anything to me that he was com
this week. And then suddenly my other grands
the Glendale area -- all of these are Phoenix
communities -- and the fact that he was comin
him didn't mean anything to me. But they wer
to drive me to the meeting.

And when the snow storm was predict
Flagstaff was going to have four to eight inc
snow last night, there just wasn't any way th
felt comfortable doing it. And so when Edith
mother, | will drive you. | thought, okay, b
she drives me everyplace anymore. And | thou
all right, | will accept that. | will accept

Even when James came along, it just
didn't register with me that there was -- and

haven't really had an opportunity to have my
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daughter and my grandson stand up. Canldot

CHAIR GARRISON: Absolutely.

MS. SMITH: My daughter Edith and my
grandson James. Edith needs to be back at wor
afternoon, and so, fellow commissioners, | hop
will forgive me if | leave, because her job --
is the first full-time job she has had in two
folks, and we can't let her lose it.

So anyway, if you don't mind, Mr. Ch
I'm going to have to depart, and | am going t
to say, God bless. 1 love all of you, and yo
care of yourselves because the children of Ne
Mexico need you. Thank you. And may | take
with me.

CHAIR GARRISON: 1| believe so.

MS. SMITH: It has my name on it,
Catherine Smith.

CHAIR GARRISON: It's yours.

MS. SMITH: Now, let's see how we ¢
gather up.

CHAIR GARRISON: While we get a
wheelbarrow to take all these gifts away for
Catherine Smith, we are going to continue wit
open forum, the timed item. | do have an upd

list of folks that would like to address the
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commission. It is somewhere here.
Khadijah Bottom representing Ralph J

Bunche Charter School.

42

Oh, | hope that silver Kia with Cali fornia
blates have their lights off now. That's my fault.

VOICE FROM THE FLOOR: No, nobody to Id me.

CHAIR GARRISON: That's my fault. S he
told me during break.

VOICE FROM THE FLOOR: That's okay. Thank

you.

CHAIR GARRISON: Good afternoon.

MS. BOTTOM: Good afternoon,
commissioners. My name is Khadijah Bottom. | am a
native New Mexican born and raised in Hobbs. I
didn't have the choice of what school | would
attend. | went to an all black elementary sc hool.

Commissioners, that we traveled
dangerously to Santa Fe this morning, | am mi ndful
of how much this school means to those of us that
were on the bus and those at home praying tha t we
made it safely. The children were witnessing cars
on the side of the road, some even were occup ied,
but they were excited about representing thei r
school. | felt like | was on the bus with fr eedom
fighters, teachers, parents, and children hav ing to
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fight for the freedom to continue their educat ion in
a place of their choosing.

Working recently on different commun ity
organizations, we have had to deal with more t han |
would like to say racial issues in APS and at UNM.
The lack of African American presence here tod ay by
no means indicates their lack of support for t his
school. 1 sit here representing the Office o f
African American Affairs, the African American
Alliance, and the NAACP.

We are asking that you please grant Ralph
J. Bunche Charter School their respective ren ewal.
Commissioners, a mind is a terrible thing to waste.
Thank you.

CHAIR GARRISON: Roger Simons. Goo d
afternoon.

MR. SIMMONS: Good afternoon and th ank you
for this opportunity. | would like to speak for the
kids at Ralph J. Bunche Academy. | had three kids,
two of them going there now and my son who is in
Haze Middle School, and he is doing very well , went
to Ralph J. Bunche Academy. Their teachers t here
care and the classrooms are small, so they do get
individual attention.

| do some tutoring, volunteer tutor ing for
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some kindergarten kids now, and | go once ort wice a
week when | can. As | go in there, they bring in
two or three different classes of these kids, and
there are so many that, you know, there must b e at
least 30 tutors in there for these kids.

At Ralph J. Bunche Academy, these
individuals are taken care of individually. T hey
find out which ones know a little more so they cater
to their needs to send them to a different cla SS so
they can continue learning at a higher pace. They
see the potential each kid has, and they enco urage
them very, very much to continue to go forwar d.

Each one, just recently they got an
opportunity to get some computers for each on e of
the kids, and they all share them, and they t ake
them from class to class. My kids came home, and
they were so overjoyed, because now we live i n the
age of advancements and everything that, you know,
everything now is done on computers. And It hink
that if you were to take away this school fro m the
community and many, many other people, becaus el
truly recommend this to other people, that Ra Iph J.
Bunche Academy and the teachers are very, ver y good.
They are concerned, and a lot of these teache rs give
of their own time when they could be spending time
SANTA FE OFFICE MAIN OFFICE

119 East Marcy, Suite 110
Santa Fe, NM 87501

i*";t(\)};() (();2)()3)42;36%49 SSO C IATES, Ine.

PROFESSIONAL COURT
REPORTING SERVICE

201 Third NW, Suite 1630
Albuquerque, NM 87102
(505) 843-9494

FAX (505) 843-9492
1-800-669-9492

e-mail: info@litsupport.com



© 00 N oo o A~ w NP

N N N N NN P P R R R R R R R
o o W N P O © 0O N o o 0 W N B+, O

45

with their families, and a lot of the teachers there
pull money out of their own pockets to provide
things to the kids also as well as the student S.

Each time we have a meeting or we ha ve a
gathering, all the families come and they get
together. And I think that it would be a setb ack
for my kids to go into a classroom where there are
at least 50 people, because they would get
overlooked. My son Xavier, has been invited t o]
participate in a Lego building competition th at goes
nationwide, because of his smartness, and the re has
been other tutors. They have tutors that com e from
UNM to help them. So this school is importan t to
people all around the city.

And we just wish that you guys woul d
reconsider and give them their charter, becau se for
my kids, it's Ralph J. Bunche Academy that he Iped
them to go, and when they do transfer to the APS
public schools, they have already got a jump on
their education, so that they go through thes e

schools with confidence that they are going to make
it. So | wish that you would please consider giving
them their charter renewal, because it is ver y
important to the kids, to us parents.
And another thing is | really truly
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believe in this school, because I live up in't
Heights quite a ways from the school, and ever
would get my kids up, and | would take time
drive across town to make sure that they got t
school, because that's where | believed they w
get a better education and they were paid more
attention to and they were helped along the wa

So please reconsider this charter sc
and please grant them that so that other kids
have the same opportunity. Thank you.

CHAIR GARRISON: Eileen Montoya.

VOICE FROM THE FLOOR: That's for L
Resolana. Are we going to that one now?

CHAIR GARRISON: | am just going in
now. Eileen Montoya, La Resolana Leadership
Academy.

Good afternoon.

MS. MONTOYA: Good afternoon, Mr.
Chairman, members of the commission. My name
Eileen Montoya, and | am here today to speak
behalf of La Resolana Leadership Academy.

| was a teacher there last year, an
want to just share with you that this is a po
school environment, that these kids of middle

age come to this school with virtually no soc
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skills. Many of them come from different scho
where they have not succeeded. When they walk

through the doors at La Resolana Leadership Ac

they walk into a school that first of all has

beautiful environment, that is clean, that is
welcoming, that is there for them to come in fo

assistance.

They walk through that door, with or
without their parents, their aunties, their
grandmothers who have raised them. They come
with different issues. Many of them come in
they are at risk, because they don't have the
upbringing that many students have in regular
schools in different areas of the city.

Like Catherine Smith said, we need
focus on kids in New Mexico. We also need to
them options for their education. The kids t
work with there are the kids that have failed
different environments, but yet come into a s
learning environment and thrive because of th
persistence of the staff, and that persistenc
starts with building relationships with these
teaching them who they are, teaching them how
in a social setting.

When they come in, many of them hav
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nad people that work with them to build a pos
relationship with them. Once that is built, t
we, just like every other school, focus on hel
them start from where they are at, with whatev
skill set they bring in, and bringing them to
level that we can in the time that we are spen
with them.

We are also focused on a quality edu
in looking at things we can do with limited
resources. Being in a charter school, we hav
this. But what | know is that this staff car
about kids. They meet weekly to discuss kids
individually. They work with outside agencie
get these kids support services that we can't
that we have to find out there in the communi
We take them out in the community. We took t
see Mariachi Christmas.

About three-quarters of a percent o
student population had never been out of the
and done things like that. | taught art. |
them to the National Hispanic Cultural Center
try to give them skills from outside and brin
them skills inside. We have health and physi
education wellness program at this school. T

school is meeting the needs of the kids that
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there. Please consider the students that need
school. Thank you very much.

CHAIR GARRISON: Thank you.

Al McCoin.

Good afternoon, sir.

MR. McCOIN: Thank you, Mr. Chairman
to the council members. My name is Albert McC
| am the counselor at the Ralph Bunche academy
| am here to speak on behalf of two of the stu
of our student body who were not able to atte
today because of the recent changes in the we
They each have written, each one has written
letter or a short statement to express their
concerns and their dedication to the Ralph Bu
academy.

The one student expresses that the
believe Ralph J. Bunche should remain a sc
because, since | have been at Ralph J. Bunche
grades have made a big improvement. | was do
badly in math and actually making 50s. And w
the time period of nine weeks, | went up to 7
percent.

The school is different from other
schools, because at Ralph Bunche the teachers

time to make sure that the students understan
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is being taught. Older students of the school help
the younger grades out, because we want them t 0 know
that we are here for them. All the grades

collaborate together, like sixth graders read to the
third graders. And we help the kindergartener s do
art, and Mr. Bryant reads to them.

We did are you smarter than a fifth grader
with the fifth grade, and we have had so many great
opportunities, like, for example, the sixth gr aders
got to build and launch a rocket to represent our
school. That is from Esperanza who is a sixt h
grader at Ralph Bunche.

The other statement is from Gabriel la
Gonzales who is another sixth grader. She st ates,
Dear Committee, Ralph J. Bunche Academy shoul d be a
school, because they take time to work with y ou. My
grades have really improved. | am so glad th at Mr.
Bryant is my teacher, because he is really fu n and
exciting, and he always makes sure that we ar e
always learning new things and that all the t eachers
at the school do the same.

Please, committee, let Ralph Bunche be a
school. We really, really love our school, a nd | do
not want to crush all of the kids' dreams and what
they want to be and what they want to do. An d that
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is from Gabriella Gonzales.
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As a counselor, | can give you my pe rsonal
observations and involvement to share that it Is a
very personal approach that we take with each one of
the students, making sure that there is the ba lance
of the academic and the personal, social devel opment
of each student. And we have a community of
parents, which is likely represented today, bu t
everyone is greatly involved with any of the
activities as well as their support by partic ipating
in the day by day process of their students’
education.

We ask your support, your assistanc e to

give consideration to a program that is making the
difference in many, many lives and will make much
more of a difference to come.

CHAIR GARRISON: Thank you, sir.

Almost done butchering names. Khad ijah
Bottom, | apologize.

Mr. McCoin, thank you.

Ronald Murray.

MR. MURRAY: Mr. Chairperson,
commissioners, secretaries, representatives, thanks
for having this this morning. At Ralph J. Bu nche
Academy, in the hands of a highly qualified a nd
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dedicated faculty, bold innovation, flexibilit
creativity, differentiated care, and demanding
address a rapidly changing world filled with
fantastic new problems as well as exciting new
possibilities. A three year probationary exte
of our RJBA's charter is in order, as is espec
indicative by the family and community support
present here today, even under the weather,
challenging weather circumstances.

| am Ronald Murray, a national boar
certified teacher, retired New Mexico public
teacher, 17 years in APS middle school combat
retired US Marine, past president of the New
Middle Level Educators Incorporated, and most
importantly here, a founding board member of
Ralph J. Bunche Academy, RJBA.

The non-recommendation for charter
for RIBA dwells disproportionately on the adm
unrepresented first three year history of the
academy. | find it curious, significantly ir
then, that the state hand picked RJBA for the
current school year among stellar others for
guarter of a million dollar technology grant.

Principal Penne Wilson, a 35 year

professional educator soon to speak, holds a
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doctorate of philosophy in organizational lear
and instructional technology from the Universi
New Mexico.

Ralph J. Bunche Academy serves as a
for the US Secretary of Labor SCANS report, 21
century skill, works well with diverse others.
Under Dr. Wilson's exceptional leadership, the
Afro-centric Ralph J. Bunche Academy follows t
whole child model suggested by the US based
International Association for Supervision and
Curriculum Development, ASCD. This individua
care, passion, and love for each child and th
nurturing of her or his individual growth pla
balanced with total quality management and
continuous improvement, and team planned
interdisciplinary projects, based on the Nati
Core Standards and the International Standard
Technology Education.

Bunche academy's strategic plan, al
to in the state review, is the exemplar for t
Miexico Coalition of Charter Schools for that
document. Only five weeks ago, after conside
and tenacious effort, RIJBA occupied its new
Albuquerque home, the one time New Mexico Sch

he Visually Impaired, with twice the space
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the rent.
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| helped open Albuquerque's LBJ Midd le
School in the early nineties. It had a three year
rocky start, and in just a few more years, LBJ
earned the prestigious US Presidential Blue Ri bbon
for Academic Excellence. Please remain opent o the
parallel possibilities for the Ralph J. Bunche
Academy.

In Bunche academy's current
administration, the Charter Schools Division
reported characterization of a pattern of
noncompliance is without foundation. | trust that
the Bunche academy ultimate decision with thi S
commission remains independent of any perceiv ed or
predestined fait accompli by the New Mexico
Legislative Finance Committee to dismantle ch arters
and to place charter schools' more than 14,00 0
students in already overcrowded traditional p ublic
schools.

CHAIR GARRISON: Thank you, sir. Y our
time is up.

MR. MURRAY: Thank you.

CHAIR GARRISON: Marita is it Wheel ?

MS. WEIL: Weil.

CHAIR GARRISON: Weil. Marita Weil . Good
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afternoon.

MS. WEIL: Thank you very much. Tha nk you
for the opportunity to address you all this
afternoon.

| am a teacher at Ralph J. Bunche A cademy,
and they have asked me to speak today because | am
the only common thread that still remains with the
school from its onset. | joined the school fi ve
years ago. And when | was asked why | joined an
African American centric community, | had to stop
and really do some soul searching and think a bout
that. And the truth of matter is that it's t he
multicultural aspect of our school that is tr uly
unique and so empowering to our children that it's a
wonderful opportunity for our children to mee t
equity, to meet equality, and face the challe nges of
a global society in the direction that we are
heading.

Our technology based learning progr ams
help our children to meet just that need. Al So our
project based learning is very instrumental i n
helping them to realize real life crises, rea I life
situations, and check from the past and make
appropriate changes for the future.

Let me look at my notes. When | jo ined
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our school, | also joined because it was an

56

opportunity to be a part of something new, som ething
growing, and to be with people who were new on the
scene. Well, it turns out that that's not alw ays a
great thing. We made a lot of mistakes in our data
and collecting. And we were in a naive

administration and a naive group.

| can't tell you how much we have gr own as
a school under this supervision and the leader ship
of Dr. Wilson. Our children have made a trem endous
amount of progress. We made AYP one year. W e have
this beautiful building grant that was given to us
because of our kids. We also have an art gra nt.

Our children have grown astronomically.

Any teacher can tell you not all th e
lessons that you learn in school are academic , but
many of them are personal. My team teacher a nd |
both asked our students to write an essay abo ut
their school and what they liked about school and
why they liked Ralph J. Bunche or did not lik e Ralph
J. Bunche, and they came up with so many wond erful
examples. One student said this is the only school
where | have ever had friends. And her mothe r came
back and said this is the only school she has ever
been successful.
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They said things like | feel safe he
don't want to go home. That's huge. They sai
things like it's nice just to be mere and to s
faces that look like mine. That's huge.

It's a good thing that we are here t
It's given us the opportunity to do a lot of
housekeeping, to look at our practices, what h
made us successful, and where we need to go fr
what we have learned about our technology, abo
research programs, and about our outreach.

| thank you very much for this oppo
to speak.

CHAIR GARRISON: Jessica Rosales.

Good afternoon.

MISS ROSALES: Good afternoon. It
be really sad for me to not be at my school,
| have had a great education there, and | hav
yeah, uh-huh -- and that's the only school
ever had friends and a good education. And I
would -- | really, really like that school be
it really helps you a lot, and you can have a
friends.

And | would like to thank my principal,

Ms. Wilson -- Ms. Penne, my teachers. And it

be really sad for me if they should end my sc
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Thank you.

CHAIR GARRISON: That concludes our
forum, and | am going to move items 9 and 10.
is tentative 2011 calendar of the PEC meetings
No. 10 is report from the committees. I'm goi
move those below item No. 13.

With that said, is Dr. Lomax here?
excellent. So I would like to move to item 11
which is career technical education update and
consolidated annual report by Dr. Melissa Lom
CTWEB Bureau Chief.

DR. LOMAX: Good afternoon, Chair.
you very much for this opportunity. Members
commission, and Mr. Gant, and subcommittee ch
thank you very much. Happy holidays, and wha
great way for us to hopefully receive some ot
good news.

You have given me an opportunity to
review with you the consolidated annual repor
is related to technical and workforce educati
activities in the state that are supported th
the Career and Technical Education Improvemen
of 2006.

If you would in your -- 1 don't kno

tab number your folder is, Mr. Chair --
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CHAIR GARRISON: Tab 11.
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DR. LOMAX: -- but if you all would | ook at
tab 11, | would like to summarize. This is
something that a number of you are familiar wi th,
pecause on an annual basis, there is a report that
is provided to the Federal Office of Vocationa | and
Adult Education in Washington, DC about the wo rk
that we have done in New Mexico.

The work that we have heard about today
has been championing our young people and our
students, and | also feel that this report is a
reflection of the endeavors and the opportuni ties
for our young people to shine in their succes ses,
and also the professional development and the work
of our teachers. So that's what this is abou t.

And | would like to just briefly sa y that
our Perkins Act, Mr. Chair, is provided to he Ip
develop more fully the academic and the caree r
technical skills of secondary students and
postsecondary students that so we have a pipe line of
preparation.

The funds that we receive are formu la
driven, and they are driven by the directives of the
Office of Vocational and Adult Education.

Therefore, as the funds are provided, there i sa
SANTA FE OFFICE MAIN OFFICE

119 East Marcy, Suite 110
Santa Fe, NM 87501
(505) 989-4949

FAX (505) 820-6349

PROFESSIONAL COURT
REPORTING SERVICE

SSOCIATES ..

201 Third NW, Suite 1630
Albuquerque, NM 87102
(505) 843-9494

FAX (505) 843-9492
1-800-669-9492

e-mail: info@litsupport.com



© 00 N oo o A~ w NP

N N N N N N B B P 5 B kP P PP, oE
a A W N B O O 0 o A W N B+ O

50 percent, 50 percent given to the secondary
schools and the postsecondary schools. Our sc
our service can go to high schools and
post-secondaries but not below in high school.

On the second page, what you see, th
color coded -- I'm not sure yours is color cod
but you have a column that is reflective of th
year's summary of 50 percent of the funds. Th
year -- I'm sorry, for the 2009, '10 school ye
because this is the year that we are reportin
$3,388,526.10 was given to the secondaries an
same amount was given to the postsecondary sc
to launch programs of study and support caree
technical education in the state.

So if you would then turn over to p
five, and at any time if you all have questi
Chair, and members of the commission, | am gl
stop, but | believe | can summarize and then
guestions if that's the pleasure of the Chair

CHAIR GARRISON: That's fine.

DR. LOMAX: On page five, there is
summary of the types of activities that are
supported. Other than the 3,388,000 that I |

mentioned, there are funds that can go to a

specialized program in support of CTE. One o

ons, Mr.

60

hools,

ar,

g on --

d that

hools

age

ad to

address

ust

f these

SANTA FE OFFICE

119 East Marcy, Suite 110
Santa Fe, NM 87501
(505) 989-4949

FAX (505) 820-6349

PROFESSIONAL COURT
REPORTING SERVICE

SSOCIATES ..

MAIN OFFICE

201 Third NW, Suite 1630
Albuquerque, NM 87102
(505) 843-9494

FAX (505) 843-9492
1-800-669-9492

e-mail: info@litsupport.com



© 00 N oo o A~ w NP

N N N N NN P P R R R R R R R
o o W N P O © 0O N o o 0 W N B+, O

activities in this past school year went to a
institution, the New Mexico Children, Youth an
Families Department, and their emphasis was on
engineering and construction, manufacturing an
agricultural cluster, and they have served you
the Youth Academy in Las Cruces.

Another activity that is supported t
particular funds that can focus on specialized
programs are the support for career technical
student organizations. There are six that ar
identified by the Federal Department of Educa
and those are listed on page five: The BPA,
TSA, FCCLA, and HOSA. We also are able to wo
closely with FFA, and there is a newly sancti
organization, and that is the Teacher Educati
CTSO, so we have been in conversations with t
and so | wanted to call your attention to the
portion of our support.

What is so interesting about CTSOs
there are statewide competitions. The focus
emphasis on having our young people become aw
all things related to industry, career, emplo
leadership, and communication skills. And so
districts that have these types of student

organizations are very fortunate indeed, beca
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there is an automatic tie-in with business and
industry on the school sites.

On page six, an aspect of technical

62

assistance that is provided through the CTWEB Bureau
of PED is to provide director's meetings. Thi sisa
way for us to support our stakeholders as they

identify career tech ed programs of study for

development, as they identify course sequencin g that
will support the young person in their graduat ion
endeavors, and their considerations of employ ment
and career college bound after high school.

Also we help our stakeholders, shou Id they
want to identify capstone courses for particu lar
programs of study and sequences. And we also
provide support and information on how to
incorporate the types of training that is par ticular
to a region, and that ties into economic deve lopment
and industry partnerships for that region.

Additionally, the bureau sponsors a nd
supports and meets four times a year with the
state-wide advisory committee. As you all kn ow, the
eligible entity to receive the funds in direc t
Perkins is this commission, but we have a gro up of
stakeholders that come from higher ed, second ary
education, some charter schools, some nonchar ter
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schools and RECs, and we collect information f rom
them and have a two-way dialogue about the way that
CTE is working in state and how Perkins is

administered. And Mr. Gant sits on that commi ssion,
so he is aware of what stakeholder conversatio ns are
about and how those transpire.

Additionally we have support for wor k that
aligns with high school redesign, and through our
high schools that work initiative, there's a g reat
deal of professional development and data dri ven
teaching and learning training that is provid ed so
that we can ensure the very best for our youn g
people as they work and strive to meet the cr iteria
that's mandated by the SBA assessments.

On page seven, | would like to just -1
will not go through this entire charter, but will be
open for questions at the conclusion of the
presentation, but | am very proud of the work that
our teachers and that our students have done, and it
is captured in this report. It's a color cod ed
chart, and there are performance measures tha t the
CTWEB Bureau must report on with regard to th e
implementation of the Perkins grant.

And three very important -- actuall y
four -- they are all very important, but the ones
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that parallel the SBA results are 1S1, 1S2, an d then
4S1 graduation. We are tasked as an administr ative
oversight entity for Perkins to meet at least

90 percent of the identified performance measu res,
and last year we missed 90 percent in one. We

missed 4S1. This year we made 90 percent in a Il of
those. So the tribute is to the teachers and to the
students and to the resources that are availab le to
the young people as they move through their pr ogram
of study.

We did put, because during the '9-' 10
school year, because in the prior year we had missed
that 4S1, there is an explanation for what we did to
work to correct and meet the 90 percent of 4S 1, and
it had to do with identifying where do young people
go after they graduate. Part of it's a longi tudinal
data collection. Part of it has to do with b eing
able to match information. Part of it is hav ing
students respond back to us, and once they ha ve
completed, are entered into another endeavor after
they have graduated. But the bottom line is that
per data matching, we were able to improve -- we had
stakeholders. We met, we strategized, and
implemented the plan. And for the '9-'10 scho ol
year, we were able to meet that 4S1 performan ce
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measurement.

On page eight, there is a summary.
portion of the Perkins Act is another set asid
called Tech Prep. It's a two plus two program
years in high school that leads into two years
postsecondary. It's a line sequential, and fo
'9-'10 school year, there were 12 applications
It's a competitive process.

Twelve applications were received.
were scored in the competitive processes -- |
two were awarded the funds, Las Cruces Public
Schools, and Las Cruces implemented an altern
and renewable energy technology program of st
The second awardee was Santa Fe Community Col
and they supported green renewable energy an
engineering. The focus of that grant has bee
and renewable energy, and those were the top
scores of that grant process. The total gran
otal amount of funds that was awarded was $

Finally on page nine, you will see
for the '9-'10 school year, there were 146 in
recognized certifications that were supported
secondary and postsecondary level, and those
listing of those industry certifications that

offered at the schools.
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And with that, Mr. Chair, | would st and
for any questions.

CHAIR GARRISON: Thank you for that
wonderful presentation. That was a lot of gre at
information.

Any comments by commissioners?

Mr. Gant.

MR. GANT: Dr. Lomax, are you going to the
other meeting?

DR. LOMAX: Yes.

With no questions, there is a piece of
information that | would like to share, Mr. C hair,
if you don't mind. Recalling at the last mee ting
when the tentative calendars were set, and th is
commission, | am grateful to the consideratio n this
commission gave to the calendar defense, beca use
another annual event that occurs with regard to
Perkins funds is that there is an annual revi sion
that must be submitted to the Office of Vocat ional
and Adult Education, and typically this commi ssion
has taken into account the historical due dat es, and
it's typically been in the very latter part o f March
or the first of April. The first year it was at the
first of May.

And you all discussed that and knew that
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the bureau could work with the tentative date
you have assigned for -- | think it's March 25
the next time. | received, after that meeting
not until the first of this month, did | recei
notification, formal notification from OVAE th
annual revisions to the state plan are due on
March 21st.

Now, Mr. Chair and members of the
commission, | wanted you all to have every
opportunity to have the luxury of making a de
about whether or not you wanted to change you
calendar or whether you would like to look at
documents for an annual revision. But if you
also recall, last year, missing only one perf
measure and with the updates about the progra
elements of implementation, and because we ha
five year approved state plan for career tech
that extends through 2013, this commission fe
that -- and considered a recommendation that
be no changes submitted for the state plan.

In our subcommittee meeting in Octo
generally the subcommittee members and | disc
potential of that being a strong recommendati
would come through, too. And so with that be

said, we did not, because of weather, get to
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today, but | have documents that would reflect
and actually for y'all's consideration, | have
proposed draft of the annual revision that wou
reflect no changes, because we do have an appr
five year state plan.

And if Mr. Gant and Mr. Chair, the m
of the commission would like, | can leave this
you. Beverly can distribute that to you today
can hold it for the new members that will not
able to be here, and perhaps you might want t
discuss this in January. Of course, the opti
to meet sometime other than the 25th of March
we are bound to meet OVAE's guidelines of sub
no later than March 21st. So | would just li
do what's best for this commission.

Mr. Gant, do you have any guestions

MR. GANT: Mr. Chair and members of
commission, Dr. Lomax, what I'm going to sugg
we do have a meeting scheduled for the 7th of
January. We have already prepared the docume
that we need to review, and we have plenty of
between now and the 7th of January to review
Dr. Lomax has in front of her, that we move t
from the 25th of March to the 7th of January

Dr. Lomax and her folks have time to get the
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documents to the ever changing federals. All
Any input would be greatly appreciated on this

CHAIR GARRISON: Any comments?

MS. SHEARMAN: Is there a motion?

CHAIR GARRISON: We will plan on add
that to the January 7th agenda.

Dr. Lomax, thank you very much, and,
please leave the documentation for us.

DR. LOMAX: Thank you so much, and i
pleasure. Warmest wishes and safe travels du
this holiday season. Thank you so much.

CHAIR GARRISON: Thank you.

| call a brief recess so folks can
don't know if you can grab something to eat i
minutes or not, but we are going to work thro
lunchtime. | am balancing growling stomachs
safety. Once that sun goes down, it's going
pretty treacherous getting back to wherever f
need to go, wherever you call home.

So we are going to recess until 1:0
we will continue with the next item on the ag
which is -- | would actually like to move No.
under No. 13 also. We will continue with the
renewal vote on the four current charter scho

when we come back at 1:00. We are in recess.
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(A recess was taken from 12:44 p.m.
1:07 p.m.)

CHAIR GARRISON: Call the meeting ba
order. Excuse me. We are calling the meeting
to order. We are on item No. 13, the renewal
on four current charter schools.

No. 13 on this agenda is the approva
denial of renewal charter schools. There has
request by at least one applicant to extend th
allotted for applicants to present. The Chai
entertain a motion to extend the time availab
applicants to present. Is there any motion b
commission members? Seeing none, we will con
with the allotted 15 minutes.

The Public Education Commission wil
address the charter school renewal applicatio
have been submitted for consideration. There
four applications on the agenda, and the proc
will be as follows: The applicants may addre
commission for 15 minutes. During this time,
commission will not answer questions from the
applicant or receive any written documentatio
support of the application.

After the applicants have completed

presentation, the commissioners may ask ques

70

to

ck to
back

vote

| or

been a

e time
r will

le for

tinue

| now
ns that
are
ess

ss the

the

their

tions.

SANTA FE OFFICE
119 East Marcy, Suite 110
Santa Fe, NM 87501

i*";t(\)};() (();2)()3)42;36%49 SSO C IATES, Ine.

PROFESSIONAL COURT
REPORTING SERVICE

MAIN OFFICE

201 Third NW, Suite 1630
Albuquerque, NM 87102
(505) 843-9494

FAX (505) 843-9492
1-800-669-9492

e-mail: info@litsupport.com



© 00 N oo o A~ w NP

N N T N R e e T e S ~ S S S SN
3 W N P O © ©® ~N O O A W N B O

)

71

Upon conclusion of the commissioners' question S,
Mr. Sam Obenshain, Acting Assistant Secretary of the
Charter Schools Division, will present his
recommendation. Mr. Obenshain has provided hi S
recommendation and evaluation in writing to bo th the
applicant and to the members of the commission

After the recommendation has been
presented, the commissioners may ask questions of
Mr. Obenshain. When the questions have been
concluded, | will entertain a motion on the
recommendation and the commission will vote o n that
motion.

Mr. Sam Obenshain, Acting Assistant
Secretary. I'm sorry. I'm going to call the folks
first.

Switch A and B, please, because we are

going to give each school 15 minutes. So ple ase
have Ralph J. Bunche Academy administration, please
come up to the front table. If there are not enough
chairs, please feel free to grab a couple of ch airs
from the round table here. As you get settle d,
please state each one of your names and title s for
the record, and we won't start your 15 minute s until

ou are settled in. Good afternoon.

CHAIR GARRISON: Good afternoon.
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MS. FOX: Mr. Chairman and members o
commission, my name is Susan Fox with the Mat
Fox Law Firm here representing Ralph J. Bunche
Charter School. With me are Dr. Penne Wilson,
Rios with the charter coalition, and Ken Carso
is the council president.

| am just going to say a few brief t
before | turn this over to everyone else who h
really the important things to say. First of
would like to, despite the lack of a motion th
just put before you, | would like to ask agai
at least sufficient time for this group of pe
finish making the points that they need to ma
this presentation, even if we go slightly ove
minutes.

And the reason for that is is becau
statute governing this proceeding says this s
be a public hearing, and the use of the word
contemplates due process, which generally mea
being able to have adequate notice of the cri
against the school and meaningful opportunity
heard on those.

Then the PEC should be allowed to a
the applicants, and the applicants should be

to respond as well. And likewise, they shoul
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allowed to present testimony and evidence to r
the charges of the division's findings.

Now the secretary, as you may be awa
has recently issued a decision holding that ch
applicants who were only given 15 minutes, who
not allowed to be questioned by the PEC, and w
were not allowed to submit rebuttal informatio
the PEC were denied due process. Due process
particularly important here in these renewal
hearings, because we have got a governmental
tribunal who stands in the position of taking
something away from an existing entity, an ex
group of people, real faces, real employees,
families.

Revoking a school's license to oper
essentially without due process adversely aff
these lives. So we ask for additional time i
need it.

Secondly, RJB's position is that th
Charter School Division's conclusions are

inaccurate. This school was --

be clear. Everyone has 15 minutes, and your
has started now. Thank you.

MS. FOX: Starting right now?

CHAIR GARRISON: Excuse me. I'm going to
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CHAIR GARRISON: Yes.

74

MS. FOX: 1 just had to make that po int on
the record.

This school was previously authorize d by
APS and has operated under APS oversight for th e
past five years. It's important to note that in
those five years in which the school was under its
jurisdiction, the district didn't communicate any
material violations of the charter or of law t o the
school, nor did it indicate to the school tha tit
had done anything to justify revocation or
nonrenewal.

The governing council of the school was
told in a meeting by Mr. Tully of APS that he would
have recommended three years conditional rene wal of
the school had they decided to renew with APS
Contrary to the assertions in CSD report, the school
did respond to the concerns and recommendatio ns in
the APS site visit reports, and Dr. Wilson wi Il
provide that information and documentation to you.

It's also important to note that th e 2010
site visit report was not received from APS u ntil
well after the last school year had ended, so it was
impossible to immediately implement the
recommendations.
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In this case, it's reasonable to ass ume
that silence on the issue of material violatio ns by
APS meant that APS considered there to have be en
none. So any after the fact assertion by APS or the
CSD that there were material violations is
inherently unfair. Further, the school has ma de
substantial progress toward meeting the standa rds.
They met AYP last year. Dr. Wilson will discu Ss
student progress in more detail.

The GAP analysis performed by the C SD
comparing this small school with a 96 percent
minority and 93 percent free and reduced lunc h
demographic with all of APS is inherently unf air and
shows skewed results. The school met the
performance measures in the charter, they are
nearing proficiency, and they are progressing The
overall trajectory for this school and its st udents
is upward.

The issues noted in the first three years
have been addressed by the school, and Dr. Wi Ison
will go into that in more detail. The school has
presented much data which has been ignored or
erroneously reported by the CSD to you. For
example, concerns about an unlicensed teacher and
administrator were addressed by providing lic ensure
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information. The school did provide informati
regarding the governing council, and the schoo
provide evidence of administrator evaluations.

The CSD's report here states that th
greater weight of the evidence is enough to me
least one of the nonrenewal standards. But as
school has demonstrated in its materials and w
demonstrate here today, the greater weight sup
renewal.

| needn't remind the commission tha
improper and contrary to the statute to base
nonrenewal on the current general economic ma
of the state. That's not one of the permissi
nonrenewal justifications.

Finally, last year a school of similar

size, similar minority population rate, and s
issues was given a conditional three year ren
If this commission has concerns about renewin
school for a full five years, we ask that a m
limited term be granted with conditions that
designed to address those concerns. And | wi
it over to Dr. Wilson.

DR. WILSON: I'm going to ask Rick R
from the coalition to speak next.

MR. RIOS: Mr. Chairman, members of
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commission, my name is Rick Rios. | am the ch
performance officer for the New Mexico Coaliti
Charter Schools. | am here representing a mem
organization of over 14,000 students, over 550
volunteer board members in this proceeding.

We are all here filing an agreement
about kids and we need quality schools in our
system, both in the public tradition and in ch
schools. And the coalition is for quality and
looking at those schools who are not performi
correctly, and if -- and here's the "if" that
want to bring up -- if there are clear and
meaningful student academic standards, if the
clear and meaningful quality operational stan
if there are clear and meaningful benchmarks
performance measures, if there is a clear and
meaningful authorizer evaluation criterion an
process against this backdrop.

The coalition does not support the
evaluation and report put forth by the New Me
PED on behalf of Ralph J. Bunche, the learnin
community, and the La Resolana Leadership Aca
because the report is not reflective, it's no
balanced, not reflective of all the good the

are doing. Itis based on a compliance base.
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They did not take into account paren
satisfaction. They did not take into account
chairing, as Dr. Smith or Catherine Smith said
there are some issues here that say we didn't
at the overall school in general. It was a
compliance based. We have deep concerns about
evaluation criterion used, that the state has
statute, used by the authorizer. We feel it h
been vetted out properly for all schools, whet
is our schools in the charter world or the pu
sector.

We feel that in this case, in the c
our schools, in particular Ralph J. Bunche, t
a double standard being played here in terms
evaluation. At one level, three schools are
from a district authorizer. Perception was,
and to us, that they had taken care of any is
that they were going to get renewed, maybe
conditional or not. They decided on their ow
accord to go to the state, and the state use
different evaluation, obviously, because they
not considering nonrenewal.

So something is not right here, and
are asking for fair and due process in evalua

our schools, both in the public nontraditiona
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charter schools and the charter schools. Than K you.

So -- one more thing -- so we recom mend,
because we have been given a basket of lemons and we
need to make lemonade out of this. The New Me xico
Coalition for Charter Schools recommends the
following: That these three schools that | ju st
mentioned be put on a performance contract, us ing
the building charter school quality criterion that
has been presented to the LESC and the state
legislature this year, and use that as a crit erion
for the evaluation for further progress for t hese
schools and these schools be given a renewal,
conditional, for three or five years based on your
discretion, but be put on a performance contr act.
Thank you.

MR. CARSON: Good afternoon,
commissioners. My name is Ken Carson. | am the
chairman of the council for Ralph J. Bunche A cademy,
a native New Mexican. | have been in banking for 30
years, senior vice president of First Communi ty Bank
and former president of Bank of Belen, now ca lled My
Bank.

Our board or our council is ChiChi May,
PhD, computational biology research at Sandia Labs,
adjunct internal medicine at UNM; Terry Locke , air
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traffic control manager. He is in charge of a Il air
traffic control for the FAA here in New Mexico
Kanayo Chieuola, parent, pastor, and social
rehabilitation with Presbyterian; Cameron Bour g,
parent, realtor; Monica Manily, one of our tea chers.
As representative of the council, we
strongly oppose the recommendation. Your miss ion,
as | understand it, is to provide leadership,
technical assistance, and quality assurance to
approve student performance and close the
achievement gap. Our mission is all in align ment
with yours. Unfortunately the recommendation that
has been given has not given our school
consideration for all the good that we have d one.
It's interesting that APS would com etoa
public meeting with your staff and indicate t hat
hey would renew us for three years conditio nally.
Our board has been active in workin g with
the problems that we have. We are not perfec t. We
have not done everything right since the begi nning,
but the bottom line to the whole thing is tha t we
have worked through these things. During the first
three years it was tough. We had to make a
replacement in our leadership.
We went and got an interim person. We
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decided to go out for a full-blown search to f
the right person, and we found the right perso
Penne Wilson. And then from there, Penn Wilso
built a staff that has done an excellent job,
working with our kids and educating them to th
level that we want.

If it's your mission to provide lead
for the school system and technical assistance
us and the school, for the New Mexico school s
and rely on quality assurance, don't close a
that has gone through several years of effort
the right thing and achieve to the level that
have.

As a business person, it's very har
business to just walk out the gate and make
everything, you know, perfect right off the b
When | came in, the board had just gotten rid
group that was leading the organization, and
were contract issues. The board stepped up,
of those people, and started anew. Hired som
else that didn't work out, stepped up, got ri
the next person. We have done everything tha
should have to address the issues, so this ha
been a complaisant board.

| want to just tell a brief story a
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experience in a bank. | started with the bank
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had $7 million in assets. During that time pe riod,
the examiners, we had one of the guys, the cas hier
of the bank turned into a drunk and stole mone y from
the bank. The president of the bank figured t hat
unsecured loans was the best way to go, becaus e then
we didn't have to do as much documentation.
The regulators were going to close t his
bank. Luckily the board, naive as they were, hired
me to come in to take over that issue. We tu rned
the bank around. Fifteen years later, one of the
fastest growing banks in New Mexico during a 15 year
period.
That's where we are today with Ral ph
Bunche. We are at the beginning. We have in vested
a lot, and this school means a lot to us, the
parents and the teachers and the administrati on of
his organization. Please give us considera tion,
and let us continue to do what we are doing, because
we are doing a good job. Thank you.
MS. WILSON: | am Dr. Penne Wilson. | am
principal at Ralph J. Bunche Academy, the di rector,
the superintendent, the leader of the school, and it
is my privilege to be in that position. Even though
when | came, they said to me nothing is reall y good
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here, Penne, we need your help. This school i
important to our community. As you can see by
support by the NAACP, we also have support fro
African American Studies Community at the Univ
of New Mexico. We have support from the Black
Engineers at the Intel Corporation who provide
our children in many different ways. We are
integral to our community, and we are building
the assets of our community to make our childr
stronger.

We have done many things over the ¢

of the last year and a half. We have acquired

state owned facility, and as has been said,
increased our size and are paying no more ren
double the size of the building, and we have
2015 requirement.

Our governing council is active and
ask questions every day about how are we doin
are we doing, and as the 2009 report from APS
indicates, they are a strong and active organ
who are well aware of what our role is.

We have an Afro-centric focus which
have met, which we promised the community we
do. It's inherent, if you walk into our buil

you will know right away who we are and who w
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represent, because Ralph J. Bunche is our name
not just because, but because he is important.
beliefs about the whole perspective of
multiculturalism. And he said to us, "To make
way, we must have firm resolve, persistence,
tenacity. We must gear ourselves to work hard
the way. We must never let up.” That is a be
of the staff and of the administration and of
governing council of Ralph J. Bunche.

In addition, we are one of 14 schoo
New Mexico, one of only three charter schools
wrote and were granted a building blocks gran
the last year, over $300,000 in technology ha
awarded to Ralph J. Bunche, including equipme
materials, supplies, staff development, which
yet to be completed, and an infrastructure.
built over $70,000 through E-rate money of
infrastructure for Ralph J. Bunche.

CHAIR GARRISON: Thank you. Yourt
done. Appreciate it.

Are there any comments or questions
commissioners about Ralph J. Bunche?

MS. LOPEZ: | have a question.
CHAIR GARRISON: Commissioner Lopez
MS. LOPEZ: Why did you choose to m
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over to the state from APS if you were going to get
a renewal from them?

MS. WILSON: One of the things we we re
looking for was increased autonomy, and one th ing
that we found very cumbersome is the financial
procedures. In our building blocks grant alon e,
when we could get it straight from the state, it
took us about a month to get our money. When we
added APS as our intermediary, that means we a Iso
have to go through the APS processes. It tak es as
much as three to four months to be able to ac quire
our grant funds.

And because we are very independent and
want to be able to acquire other grants, it's
important to us to be able to function in tha t way.
Having that middle layer really slows us down

CHAIR GARRISON: Any other question s from
commissioners?

Thank you very much.

Mr. Sam Obenshain with the Charter Schools
Division will give his presentation.

MR. OBENSHAIN: Good afternoon, Mr.

Chairman, members of the commission. For thi s first
recommendation, | would like to read into the record

the basis for the decision, actually the basi s for
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the recommendations that | made and have sent to you
all as well as to the applicants. | will do t his
for this first school, and then | will go

specifically into the recommendation for each

school, so the subsequent schools, my presenta tion
will not be as lengthy.

So if you will permit me, | have sub mitted
my recommendations for the four charter school s that
submitted a renewal application to the Charter
Schools Division on October 1st, 2010. These
charter schools were initially authorized by their
local district and are now seeking to renew t heir
charters with the Public Education Commission

The division staff completed an ana lysis
of the renewal application and reviewed recor ds and
information from both the local district auth orizers
and various divisions and bureaus within the Public
Education Department regarding the performanc e and
compliance history of the schools over their past
charter term. The division also conducted in depth
on site visits of all the schools requesting renewal
with the PEC.

After gathering information from th ese
sources, the division compiled a preliminary
analysis for each of the four schools. The
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preliminary analysis was given to the schools, and
each was given an opportunity to respond. You all
vere also provided with a copy of the divisio n's
preliminary analysis as well as responses that the
schools provided by the deadline for considera tion.

| can assure you that the conclusion s
reached are based on a thorough analysis of ea ch
school's performance and are based on the body of
objective evidence of the school's past histor y, nhot
on promises of future improvement.

Section 228(B)12 of the Charter Sc hools
Act provides that a charter may be suspended,
revoked, or not renewed by the chartering aut hority
if the chartering authority determines that t he
tharter school did any of the following: On e,
committed a material violation of any of the
conditions, standards, or procedures set fort hin
the charter; two, failed to meet or make subs tantial
progress toward achievement of the departmen t's
minimum educational standards or student perf ormance
standards identified in the charter applicati on;
three, failed to meet generally accepted stan dards
nf fiscal management; or four, violated any
provision of law from which the charter schoo | was
not specifically exempted.
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A school's charter should be renewed
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unless the authorizer can determine that the s chool
did any of the aforementioned four things. In the
case of the school where | recommend renewal o f the
charter, the final evaluation indicates that the
division did not find evidence that the school

committed any of the four acts that would lead to
nonrenewal.

However, in three of the schools, th e
preponderance of evidence gathered by the div ision
and reported in my final evaluation is signif icant
enough to support a determination that the ch arter
schools' performance met one or more of the r easons
for nonrenewal. | recommend that these schoo Is'
charters not be renewed.

The division relied upon the curren t
authorizer's assessment as to whether there h ad been
a material violation of the school charter. The
annual independent audits of the schools and the
schools' responses to any audit findings were
reviewed to determine if the schools failed t 0 meet
generally accepted standards of fiscal manage ment.

During the term of the schools' cha rters,
the division determined if the schools violat ed any
provision of law from which the charter schoo Is were
SANTA FE OFFICE MAIN OFFICE

119 East Marcy, Suite 110
Santa Fe, NM 87501
(505) 989-4949

FAX (505) 820-6349

PROFESSIONAL COURT
REPORTING SERVICE

SSOCIATES ..

201 Third NW, Suite 1630
Albuquerque, NM 87102
(505) 843-9494

FAX (505) 843-9492
1-800-669-9492

e-mail: info@litsupport.com



© 00 N oo o A~ w NP

N N N N NN P P R R R R R R R
o o W N P O © 0O N o o 0 W N B+, O

not specifically exempted. The most challengi
assessment for me was evaluating if the school
failed to meet or make substantial progress to
achievement of the department's minimum educat
standards or student performance standards
identified in the charter application

The question of making substantial
progress toward achievement of the department'
minimum educational standards is dependent on
academic assessment data gathered through the
Mexico standards based assessment or the NMSB
However, my evaluation was not based only on
proficiency scores. | also reviewed student
proficiency levels in relation to New Mexico'
federally approved annual measurable objectiv
commonly referred to as an AMO to determine i
school was keeping up with the state's adjust
academic targets.

Each school's NMSBA proficiency lev
were also compared to the proficiency levels
district in which the school was located. Id
all schools would meet their AMO. However, i
do not meet their AMO, the student proficienc
levels each year should increase at a rate th

closes the gap between the school's proficien
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levels and the AMO.

When compared to the district's
proficiency levels, the school should decrease
achievement gap between themselves and the dis
or at a minimum, keep pace with the district's
trajectory. | have labeled this indicator in
renewal evaluation as a GAP analysis.

The question that needed to be answe
was: Did the school make academic progress ov
time? If the school is not performing at par
better academically than the traditional scho
their district, the question was then asked:
school at least closing the gap between the
district's proficiency levels and the school'
proficiency levels?

In all three schools for which | am
recommending nonrenewal, the gap between both
AMO and the district's proficiency scores did
close, and, in fact, increased. So not only
the schools not performing at the targeted ac
proficiency levels, they were also not making
progress toward closing this gap.

Had these schools provided other da
might indicate academic progress of their stu

over time, the recommendation may have been
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different. However, because the schools did n
chose not to produce other longitudinal academ
data, the division was left to analyze only th
which was available to them.

In the other areas that formed the b
of nonrenewal, these three schools also had
significant findings. These findings, coupled
the academic analysis, led to my conclusion th
schools have not met their obligations outline
the Charter Schools Act.

Be assured that these recommendatio
not made lightly, but rather after careful an
deliberate consideration of all the informati
available to me. The basic charter school ba
is that charter schools have greater autonomy
exchange for greater accountability. These s
must be held accountable for the standard of
performance for which they are responsible.
Continued failure or mediocrity is not in the
interests of the students that we serve.

| would like to proceed with my
ecommendation for Ralph J. Bunche Academy.
recommend that the Public Education Commissio
renew the charter for Ralph J. Bunche Academy

recommendation not to renew Ralph J. Bunche A

91

ot or

at

asis

with

at the

din

ns are

on

rgain

chools

best

n not
The

cademy

SANTA FE OFFICE
119 East Marcy, Suite 110
Santa Fe, NM 87501

i*";t(\)};() (();2)()3)42;36%49 SSO C IATES, Ine.

PROFESSIONAL COURT
REPORTING SERVICE

MAIN OFFICE

201 Third NW, Suite 1630
Albuquerque, NM 87102
(505) 843-9494

FAX (505) 843-9492
1-800-669-9492

e-mail: info@litsupport.com



N~ o o B~ O w N R

©o @9

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

(

is based on the preponderance of data gathered
the Charter Schools Division, that the charter
schools performance met one or more of the rea
for not renewing a charter.

As indicated by the school's current
authorizer, Ralph J. Bunche Academy committed
number of material violations over the term of
charter. The school was given opportunity to
correct these violations, but did not do so in
timely manner, and in some cases not at all.
material violations ranged from a failure to
implement student assessment consistent with t
charter, as well as following the educational
with regard to the delivery of instruction fo
special education students.

The academic performance of the sch
not met the minimum proficiency goals set by
Mexico Public Education Department as a measu
the school's performance. Additionally the s
proficiency levels are well below the profici
levels of the district. Finally, the progres
the school is making is not keeping pace with
progress that the district schools are making

closing the gap between the student's performan

and the annual measurable objectives articula
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the grade levels that they serve.

academic achievement corresponds to these thre
areas of analysis. | have provided in your
notebooks the evaluation materials. | will be
referring to a number of those pages if you wi
reference those.

The table on the page five titled NM
school summary demonstrates overall proficienc
levels for the school, and indicates that on
over 80 percent of the students were not prof
in math and over 75 percent of the students w
proficient in reading during the past four ye

During the same time period as indi
in the charts and graphs on pages six through
the school's performance was well below the d
in all grade levels assessed in both math and
reading. The GAP analysis charts on pages si
through nine show the significant progress ga
between the school and the district in relati
the annual measurable objectives.

The school's governance and managem
practices demonstrate a record of substantial
noncompliance with applicable state and feder

and regulations. These practices included

The evaluation completed in the area of
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violations of the Open Meetings Act, not provi
special education services to students in a ma
compliant with the law, ignoring requirements
employee evaluations and employing teachers wi
proper qualifications. This pattern of
noncompliance has made evident that the govern
and management of the charter school has not |
up to the standards of accountability set fort
all publicly funded educational institutions.

| am aware that you all have receiv
read the information provided by the school a
our division staff. | did want to make sure
get on record an omission of information that
provided to me by the school within the deadl
There were two pieces of information that wer
provided to me but are not reflected in the
evaluation document. The school did provide
evaluation of one of the previous administrat
the school, as well as membership terms of th
governing body. Be assured that these additi
pieces of information did not change the fina
recommendation that | have presented to you t

| will stand for questions from the
commission at this time. Thank you.

CHAIR GARRISON: Thank you.
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Any questions by commissioners?

| have a question, Mr. Obenshain. W
the school designation under the state's
accountability report for Ralph J. Bunche? |
know if | didn't see it or missed it, and do y
have longitudinal data on that?

MR. OBENSHAIN: Yes. | believe one
issues that we pointed out in the analysis of
achievement, the answer to the questions there
consider a school that is progressing under t
nccountability matrix or the accountability
framework, excuse me. What was challenging w
Ralph J. Bunche Academy is the limited number
students that were tested at the school.

What happens when you have a small number
of students that are tested, in some cases be
of the low number, there are privacy requirem
that limit the ability to identify those stud
n that case, you will see in some of the ch
that no data was able to be reported by the
accountability division for the PED. So ther
cases -- for example, if you look on the char
page five -- where there are indications of
It does not mean that students were not teste

What it means is that the number of students
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were considered to be there for a full academi
year, what is referred to as FAY, was of such
small number that they could not release those
scores, because it violated confidentiality ru
So that school is considered progressing under
accountability framework.

CHAIR GARRISON: Thank you.

Commissioner Bergman.

MR. BERGMAN: Mr. Chair, Mr. Obensha
page ten under your analysis of fiscal manage
you had a box there, and it was talking about
findings from the audits. And it's not the n
of findings that concerns me, because that's
purpose of an audit is to have findings. |w
just point out that very few businesses or en
are perfect in their accounting, and that's w
auditors do, they have findings. But what |
there in year two of their 2008 audit, they h
total findings. Then | look down for the nex
2008, 2009, | look over at the repeat finding
see ten repeat findings. That tells me that
the 11 findings from the year before were not
corrected. That does concern me, whether the
material or immaterial, minor findings.

| just did note that, and | wanted
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that into the record that there were certainly a lot
of repeat findings. We don't know what happen ed the
year after, because it says that's in progress . But

the fact that there are findings -- | have a
business degree and | ran my own business --y ou
correct findings when you get them or you shou Id.
Actually, | don't know what the findings were. I
don't know anything, but I just caught that as I
went through it. They had ten repeat findings ot
does concern me. Thank you.

CHAIR GARRISON: Are there any other
guestions? The Chair will entertain a motion

Commissioner Shearman.

MS. SHEARMAN: Whereas, the commiss ioners
have received the renewal application, a prel iminary
analysis of the renewal application, the appl icant's

response to the preliminary analysis, and the
assistant secretary's recommendation and fina I
evaluation;

And whereas, each commissioner has

conducted his or her own independent review o f the
renewal application, the preliminary evaluati on of
the renewal application, the applicant's resp onse to

the preliminary analysis, and the assistant

secretary's recommendation and final evaluati on;
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And whereas, detailed evidence suppo rting
the school's failures or violations is set for th in
the recommendation and final evaluation from t he
Assistant Secretary of Education for Charter
Schools;

And whereas, the commissioners concu r with
the recommendations and final evaluation from the
Assistant Secretary of Education for Charter
Schools.

Therefore, be it resolved that a re newal
charter for the Ralph J. Bunche Academy be de nied on
the basis that the charter school: One, comm itted a
material violation of the conditions, standar ds, or
procedures set forth in the charter; two, fai led to
meet or make substantial progress toward achi evement
of the department's minimal educational stand ards or
student performance standards identified in t he
charter application; and three, violated prov isions
of law from which the charter school was not
specifically exempted.

CHAIR GARRISON: We have a motion o n the
table.

MR. GANT: Second.

CHAIR GARRISON: The motion by
Commissioner Shearman is seconded by Commissi oner
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Gant. We will proceed with a roll call vote.

Commissioner Bergman.

MR. BERGMAN: Let me ask a question,
a yes mean we are in support?

CHAIR GARRISON: Correct, affirmatio

MR. BERGMAN: Yes.

MR. GANT: Commissioner Carr.

MR. CARR: Yes.

CHAIR GARRISON: Commissioner Lopez.

MS. LOPEZ: Yes.

MR. GANT: Commissioner Shearman.

MS. SHEARMAN: Yes.

MR. GANT: Commissioner Garrison.

CHAIR GARRISON: No.

MR. GANT: Commissioner Gant votes
We have a five to one in favor.

CHAIR GARRISON: On a five to one v
the renewal charter for the Ralph J. Bunche A
is denied.

Item No. 2 under renewal vote on fo
current charter schools is La Resolana Leader
Academy from Albuquerque. | would like to as
administrator from La Resolana to come up.

MS. MONTOYA: Good afternoon.

CHAIR GARRISON: Good afternoon. J

99

does

yes.

ote,

cademy

ur

ship
k the

ust let

SANTA FE OFFICE
119 East Marcy, Suite 110
Santa Fe, NM 87501

i*";t(\)};() (();2)()3)42;36%49 SSO C IATES, Ine.

PROFESSIONAL COURT
REPORTING SERVICE

MAIN OFFICE

201 Third NW, Suite 1630
Albuquerque, NM 87102
(505) 843-9494

FAX (505) 843-9492
1-800-669-9492

e-mail: info@litsupport.com



N

t

©o o YN o o p» @

me give my direction to everybody. State your

for the record and your title. As you see fit

he presentation, you have 15 minutes to addr

commission, and if you are ready, you may star
MS. MONTOYA: Thank you. Again, goo

afternoon, Mr. Chairman and commissioners.
My name is Justina Montoya, and | a

principal at La Resolana Leadership Academy.

hired five years ago to start a dream in a not

10 with very little planning that had been done

11 ffirst two years of our approval. | am here t

12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

ask for your vote to renew the charter of La
Resolana Leadership Academy and to tell you w
a good school that works with a unique popula
students who are at a high risk for failure i
school.

Many of them come from poverty and
environments where the adults around them str
with parenting or are highly mobile, lack
educational attainment, substance abuse, deat
incarceration, gang involvement, violence, ab
neglect, teen pregnancy, long-term suspension
juvenile detention system, and the list goes
But we get what we get. We don't pick and ch

our students.
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Our demographics are that we are a c harter
middle school, grades six, seven, and eight.
96 percent of our students receive free and re duced
lunches, so they live in poverty. 97 percent of our
students are minorities with the largest group being
Hispanic at 72 percent. Our school traditiona lly
serves two-thirds boys and one-third girls.

| have been in education for 20 year s. |
have worked hard to make this school a good sc hool
for kids who are disadvantaged and who have n ot had
the opportunity, either by their social life
circumstances or the schools that they have a ttended
before they have come to my school, to succee d. Our
students have not been successful in their pr evious
schools. When they enroll at La Resolana, th ey are
typically two to five years behind in their r eading
and math skills.

It isn't our school who left these
students behind. They have fallen through th e
cracks of our education system, and they have no
control over the life social circumstances th at they
were born into. My belief and passion is to help
these students see the potential they have to
succeed in school and in life by getting a go od
education.
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For example, eighth grade is typical ly our
largest group of students. If we enroll an ei ghth
grade student in January who's coming to our s chool
reading at a third grade level and is still
struggling to learn their multiplication and
division facts, how realistic is it that we ar e
going to get that student algebra ready or rea ding
close to their grade level for high school in four
and a half months? It can't be done, and this Is a
typical scenario for our kids.

My kids just need time. They are b right
and have the potential to do great things wit h their
lives, but the reality of our situation is th at most
of the at risk students at La Resolana, mostl y boys,
who come to our school have not been engaged in the
educational process for a long time. They al so live
with too many issues in their home environmen ts to
care about school, and they have been labeled as
failures or unteachable for so long by the ed ucation
system that they have little to no interest in
school, because no one has ever stopped to ca re or
to value who they are as individuals or to se e that
they, too, can have a bright future through
education.

The work we do every day at La Reso lana is
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hard. Believe me, over the past five years in
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trying to start this school up from nothing, | have
gone home in tears thinking about my kids and the
dim futures that they have ahead of them. And what
brings me back to my school every morning is w hen |
walk down those stairs, my kids greet me, hi, Ms.
Montoya, how are you today, because they know that |
am the one consistent thing in their life, the ir
teachers are the one consistent thing in their life
that they can depend on. They can come throug h
those doors, and they can feel safe and they can
feel free to learn what they needed to learn, even
if they are eighth graders.

We care about our students and we h ave
high expectations for their academic success, but it
takes time to reengage them, time to develop
relationships, time to develop the trust that they
don't have for the educational system and to provide
them with a rigorous curriculum as well as th e
skills to close their learning gaps.

As a staff, we all work together
diligently every day to provide a safe and
supportive learning environment for them to s ucceed
in. Examples of success that | would like to share
with you are both last year and this year, we had
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four 15-year-old boys successfully complete th
academic requirements for eighth grade. These
moved on to high school and they are succeedin

In reality, they should be sophomore
entering freshmen. They only needed the time
regain their confidence in themselves and to m
forward academically. This is just one exampl
the success we see in our at risk students. O
kids have been failed over and over again by t
system. Our school provides them with the ri
commitment, and support they need to experien
success.
If you vote to close our school, wh
these students going to go back to? Will the
forced to return to the schools who kicked th
in the first place? Without the right enviro
and the support to rebuild these students, th
surely drop out of high school, and based on
Anne Casey Foundation KIDS COUNT's Report for
New Mexico is close to the bottom of the list
we take care of our kids. My students are ev
of those statistics.

My kids have nowhere else to go exc
the streets where they came from, and then th

self-fulfilling prophesies of being failures
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schools and in life and in their minds will co
true. They have already mentally dropped out
school, and our school for many of them is the
stop before they become high school dropouts o
themselves into trouble.

As a parent, | have five children.
my kids to do better than what | have done. W
the parents that come to my school with their
circumstances, they also have that dream. So
100 percent parent support, because my parent
that | share the same dreams and goals for th
kids that they have.

| had a student come to me two year
and he said to me, Ms. Montoya, why do you co

school every day to fight with us? And my resp

to him was, | don't come to school to fight w
you. | am fighting for you.

| believe in my kids. | have short
assessment data to show that our kids are mak
gains in reading and math. We have not met A
date, and | fully understand the accountabili
system. We are showing individual growth wit
students, and last year we made five percent
in reading 17.4 percent gains in math on the

Our largest group of students for all grades
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nearing proficiency in reading and math. Our scores
are still well below where they need to be. |
understand the system, but what | am telling y ou is
that we are making progress and we are moving
orward individually with each student.

We are being judged on three years o f
data. We are not being judged on five years o f
data. Our kids need someone to believe in the m and
to give them the opportunity to start fresh. N o]
matter where my kids come from or how bad the
experiences that they have had have been, | t ell
them the very first time that | meet them, wh en they
come through these doors, | just want them to be a
kid. | want them to come to school understan ding
that this is a fresh start for them regardles s of
the mistakes they have made in their past.

They deserve a chance to have a better

life through education, but how are they ever going
to succeed if no one stops along the way to ¢ are
about who they are and to instill in them the value
pf education and to help them believe someth ing
different about themselves? Our kids are
educationally disadvantaged, socially disadva ntaged,
economically disadvantaged.

Please give my kids in La Resolana
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Leadership Academy the opportunity to continue
work. Please vote yes. | appreciate your tim
today. Thank you.

CHAIR GARRISON: Thank you.

Do you have anything to add?

MS. EILEEN MONTOYA: Just to add tha
staff and the administration at La Resolana

Leadership Academy treat all students as if they

were their own and they believe in the family
environment for kids.

CHAIR GARRISON: Any questions from
commissioners? Seeing none. Thank you.

We will have Mr. Obenshain come up

MR. OBENSHAIN: Mr. Chairman, membe
the commission, | recommend that the Public
Education Commission not renew the charter fo
La Resolana Leadership Academy. The recommen
not to renew the La Resolana Leadership Acade
based on preponderance of data gathered by th
Charter Schools Division, that the charter sc
performance met one or more of the reasons fo
renewing a charter.

The academic performance of the sch
not met the minimum proficiency goals set by

Mexico Public Education Department as a measu
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the school's performance. Additionally, the
school's proficiency levels are well below the
proficiency levels of the district. Finally t
progress that the school is making is not keep
pace with the progress that the district schoo
making in closing the gap between the student’
performance and annual measurable objectives
articulated for the grade levels that they ser

The evaluation completed in the area
academic achievement corresponds to these thr
areas of analysis. The pages | will referenc
in your packets immediately following this
recommendation.

The table on page four titted NMSBA
summary demonstrates overall proficiency leve
the school and indicates that on average, ove
80 percent of the students were not proficien
math and over 75 percent of the students were
proficient in reading during the past four ye
During this same time period, as indicated in
charts and graphs on pages five, six, and sev
school's performance was well below the distr

all grade levels assessed in both math and read

The charts on page eight showed the

significant progress gap between the school a
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district in relation to the annual measurable

109

objectives. The school's governance and manag ement
practices demonstrate a record of substantial

noncompliance with applicable state and federa | laws
and regulations. These practices included

violations of the Open Meetings Act, that is

conducting public meetings and voting on items

without a quorum of governing body members pre sent,
ignoring requirements for next step plans for eighth
grade students, and employing teachers withou t
proper qualifications.

This pattern of noncompliance has m ade
evident that the governance and management of the
charter school has not lived up to the standa rds of
accountability set forth for all publicly fun ded
educational institutions.

| do realize you all have received and
read the information that | have provided, as well
as the information that the school provided i n
response to the preliminary analysis, and | s tand
for questions from the commission at this tim e.
Thank you.

CHAIR GARRISON: Thank you, Mr. Obe nshain.

Any questions from commissioners of Mr.
Obenshain?
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| have one, and you just verbalized
employing teachers without proper qualificatio
Is the proper qualification licensure?

MR. OBENSHAIN: Yes, sir. Inthisc
let me find the information. On page 13 of th
evaluation, we have identified teacher licensu
discrepancy reports, which indicate not necess
that the teachers are not licensed teachers, b
that the licenses that they hold are not appro
for the classes for which they taught.

CHAIR GARRISON: So appropriate lic
MR. OBENSHAIN: Appropriate license
Sir.

CHAIR GARRISON: Good.

With that said, | was just curious
| need another hand. On page three of 18, un
material violations, the analysis of the mate
violations that the Albuquerque Public School
found no material violations. They didn't id
any. Why was that?

MR. OBENSHAIN: Mr. Chair, Commissi
| can't speak for the current authorizers. W
ask all of the current authorizers for these
for that information and for them to submit t

information to us. The report that we receiv

110

ns.

ase --
e

re
arily
ut

priate

ensure?

s, yes,

that --
der

rial
System

entify

oners,
e did
schools
hat

ed back

SANTA FE OFFICE
119 East Marcy, Suite 110
Santa Fe, NM 87501

i*";t(\)};() (();2)()3)42;36%49 SSO C IATES, Ine.

PROFESSIONAL COURT
REPORTING SERVICE

MAIN OFFICE

201 Third NW, Suite 1630
Albuquerque, NM 87102
(505) 843-9494

FAX (505) 843-9492
1-800-669-9492

e-mail: info@litsupport.com



© 00 N oo o A~ w NP

N N N N NN P P R R R R R R R
o o W N P O © 0O N o o 0 W N B+, O

from the Albuquerque Public Schools indicated
they had not identified any material violation
the charter.

You may recall that the material
violations are dependent upon the conditions t
were approved initially by the local district
authorizer. It's not the same as an issue of
noncompliance. So a school can be out of comp
legally in some cases, yet not have been ident
as having a material violation of their parti
charter, depending on when that school was
authorized, what the agreement with that char
school and the authorizer was when they signe
contract.

As you recall with schools that we
authorize and you authorized, the agreement t
enter into, one of the conditions for that is
compliance. So whether or not APS had identi
that in their agreement with the charter scho
they did not indicate that when they sent
information to us when we requested it.

CHAIR GARRISON: Thank you for that
clarification.

Any other questions, other commissi

The Chair will entertain a motion.
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Commissioner Bergman.
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MR. BERGMAN: Whereas, the commissio ners
have received the renewal application, a preli minary
analysis of the renewal application, the appli cant's
response to the preliminary analysis, and the
assistant secretary's recommendation and final
evaluation;

And whereas, each commissioner has
conducted his or her own independent review of the
renewal application, the preliminary evaluati on of
the renewal application, the applicant's
esponsibility to the preliminary analysis, and the
assistant secretary's recommendation and fina I
evaluation;

And whereas, detailed evidence supp orting
the school's failure or violations as set for th in
the recommendation and final evaluation from the
Assistant Secretary of Education for Charter
Schools;

And whereas, the commissioners conc ur with
the recommendation and final evaluation from t he
Assistant Secretary of Education for Charter
Schools;

Therefore, be it resolved that a re newal
charter for La Resolana Leadership Academy be denied
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on the basis that the charter school: One, fa
to meet or make substantial progress toward th
achievement of the department's minimum educat
standards or student performance standards
identified in the charter application; and two
violated provisions of law from which the char
school was not specifically exempted.

MS. SHEARMAN: Second.

CHAIR GARRISON: We have a second by
Commissioner Shearman.

We will proceed with the roll call
Secretary Gant.

MR. GANT: Commissioner Bergman.

MR. BERGMAN: Yes.

MR. GANT: Commissioner Carr.

MR. CARR: Yes.

MR. GANT: Commissioner Lopez.

MS. LOPEZ: Yes.

MR. GANT: Commissioner Shearman.

MS. SHEARMAN: Yes.

MR. GANT: Commissioner Garrison.

CHAIR GARRISON: Yes.

MR. GANT: Commissioner Gant votes
It's a 5-0 vote in favor -- a 6-0 vote in fav

CHAIR GARRISON: On a unanimous dec
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the renewal charter for La Resolana Leadership
Academy is denied.

No. 3, the Learning Community Charte
School in Albuquerque. We will begin with sch
comments. Same direction as everyone else. W
not taking any documentation. Thank you.

MS. MARTINEZ: Oh, you are not?

CHAIR GARRISON: No, thank you. As
as you get comfortable, then we can proceed.

MS. MARTINEZ: With that being said
just ask for clarification? We do have poste
we do have statistics on that one poster.

CHAIR GARRISON: That will not be
accepted.

MS. MARTINEZ: That will not be acc
either?

CHAIR GARRISON: You canread. You
read something, but we can't receive informat
from you at this point, at this juncture int
process.

MS. MARTINEZ: Good afternoon, Publ
Education Commission members, and thank you s
for giving me this opportunity. For clarific
purposes, | did want to introduce members of

staff quickly. | don't want that to be inclu
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part of my presentation so will that be okay?

CHAIR GARRISON: You may.

115

MS. MARTINEZ: First of all, | would like
to turn to our business manager. | would like for
him to stand up, George Perea. The reason |
introduce him is because George Perea has been in
the circles of education for probably 35 years He
is our business manager.

Tracy Silva is our testing coordinat or who
has been reviewing our test scores and has wo rked
diligently with many charter schools in Albuq uerque.
| would like for her to stand.

Gilda Noble, our special ed coordin ator,
who you heard before, zero findings for a cou ple of
years. That was remarkable in the City of
Albuquerque among all the charter schools.

Our governance council president is here,
Ms. Carmen Pennington, who is an adjunct prof essor
at the University of New Mexico, and you hear d from
our students, very special students earlier t his
morning. | would like the students and the s taff to
please stand behind me.

Thank you. And thank you, Mr. Chai rman,
for allowing me that introduction.

This kind of changes the picture a little
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bit, because we had planned to present some
statistics that would help you in understandin
data that was used in PED's determination of t
analysis.

| want to mention to you that techni
the Learning Community Charter School has been
existence ten years. Technically this is our
renewal. | want you to keep that in mind. |
underscore that, because we have been working
cooperatively and well with Albuquerque Publi
Schools. | don't know if Mark Tolley is stil
the audience, but he can tell you and confirm
we have worked cooperatively and well with AP
have received next to glowing reports from th

| have a copy of the last evaluatio
conducted for renewal from Albuquerque Public
Schools. | also have in my hand the copy of
last evaluation, site evaluation made by Albu
Public Schools, and that was positive as well

| want to remind you members -- oh,
me. | am trying to talk so fast I forgot to
introduce myself.

CHAIR GARRISON: | had a note. |w
going to interrupt you, but | thought she wil

o it.
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MS. MARTINEZ: Trying to race throug
this. My name is Viola Martinez, and | am the
principal of the Learning Community Charter Sc
TLC. | have been in the business of education
35 years, going from a high school English tea
to an assistant principal of a high school, to
associate superintendent of public schools bef
landed up here with TLC. So | have a great de
experience knowing what the regulations are an
state statutes and government.

A great deal of information was bas
and | want to read Mr. Sam Obenshain's -- exc
if | am butchering your last name, Sam -- I'm
to read the first page of the renewal documen
| hope that you have that in hand with you.
first page, it is stated that the academic
performance of the school has not met the min
proficiency goals set by the New Mexico Publi
Education Department as a measure of the scho
performance. Additionally the school's perfo
levels are well below the proficiency levels
district.

We did not meet AYP this year. We
make AYP last year. We were in corrective ac

delayed the last three years. If you look at
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number of schools within Albuguerque Public Sc hools
that include high schools and middle schools, 85, at
least 85 of those schools are listed in either
corrective action, R1 or R2 status in their AY P.

Also | want to note that Sam repeate dly
used a term that is not considered a criteria for
meeting the four elements in a renewal for a c harter
school. The four elements that are required a sa
renewal for a charter school are: One, that t he
school must have no material violations. TLC has no
material violations, none. No. 2, that the s chool
has to be in sound fiscal management. This s chool
has been in sound fiscal management and has b een for
the last ten years.

No. 3, the wording in the language says
that a school must meet and/or exceed minimum
educational performance standards or goals. That's
the one that we are going to be talking about today.
And No. 4, that there must be no violations o f law.

We know for TLC that at least three are an
A. We passed that test. The only issue at h and is
the student achievement. And in regard to th e
student achievement, | would like to have Ms. Tracy
Silva come up and speak just slightly to the student
performance of our school.
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MS. SILVA: Okay. | am going to try
again, because | didn't do very well this morn
holding it together.

There are several things that | thin
to be addressed with this report, and the very
thing that | would like to point out is on pag
of 25. In the year of charter term one, which
for the school year 2006-2007 and the accounta
report for 2007-2008, it states that we had a
proficiency level of 12.31 percent proficient
also states later on in the narrative that we
omitted that information, and that the PED or
whoever created this report found that inform
and replaced it.

We actually didn't omit it. There
change in the accountability reports in that
and that accountability report has no numbers
We looked and searched and searched and calle
talked to lots of people that said it was a
transition period. They didn't have the numbe
us. We didn't have the numbers. We left it

These numbers that have been placed
here now were actually for the prior year, an
ou look across that row, it says 12.31 perc

proficient, and then it says no for that prof
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goal. We actually did meet the proficiency go
that year, and if you did go back to 12.31 per
the year that they pulled from, we actually me
that year as well.

So that was a big red flag for me to
f there is an inconsistency right there in t
middle, then maybe there's more, so | looked d
in that report. Because what | do is all arou
assessment. | feel very strongly, like you sa
his morning, the SBA is a snapshot of stude
performance.

The procedures manual, between page
and 61, clearly states that you should see pe
valleys in student assessment with the SBA,
especially when you have got small groups. O
accountability report, as somebody mentioned
earlier, there are confidentiality rules, so
don't divulge scores of small groups of stude
and there's also certain numbers of students
must be tested in order to even have a profic
because of the statistical unreliability of s
numbers.

That is my biggest concern here. | feel
that TLC has been consistently judged against

AMOs. I'm not sure how familiar everybody on
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panel is with AMOs, lower bound confidence int erval,
and Safe Harbor. It almost seems like in here we
are consistently compared to AMOs, which are n ot
TLC's target goals. Because of our low number S, we
are held to a different standard, a big long

formula.

| explain this to my teachers every year
how this is calculated, a big long formula tha t
takes into account the grade levels that are t ested,
the number of students that are tested to ass ure
statistic reliability. So to consistently in this
report compare our lack of achievement to the AMOs,
you are right, we are not making the AMQOs, bu tit's
not statistically reliable for a school of ou r size,
with the students that we have, to meet that.

That's why the lower bound confidence interva lis
put into place.

A couple of the years that Ms. Mart inez
spoke of that we didn't make AYP. We didn't make it
because of one area, and we have known that f rom the
beginning. Our Hispanic students in math hav e
performed lower than other students. Because of
that, we have meetings every year. We discus s this
every year. There's things that have been pu t into
place. There are tutorials that have been pu t into
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place and tweaked from year to year to make su
that they are meeting the needs of the student
look at the data. We are addressing the issue
the data.

| just want you to know if you look
little bit closer, that you will see that it's
groups of students that aren't making the gain
It's not big groups of students as a whole. W
trying to, without saying here's a tutoring fo
Hispanic students, we give it to everybody, b
know that the Hispanic student, who makes up
60 percent of our population, is performing a
bit lower for reasons that we all know are pr
here in New Mexico.

MS. MARTINEZ: Thank you, Tracy.

written by PED, | am looking at the second pa
very quickly, where it reads, by the end of t
review period, the highest reading score for
grade was 55 percent and the highest math sco
any grade was 25 percent. Well, really, if w

to look at that, and as Sam compared our scor
the district, | am looking at Del Norte High
which is within the zone where we are at -- M

Middle School, Taft Middle School, Cleveland

To continue, on page four of the analysis
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School. Del Norte had a 45 percent. Clevelan d had
a 54 percent. McKinley had a 38 percent. We had a
55 percent.

When you look at the math scores, ag ain,
we were going to rely on the charts that we we re
yoing to bring you to show you that. For the
record, there was quite a bit of communication via
e-mail between PED and myself during the term of the
analysis and before we came to this meeting to day.

| hold in my hand an analysis, and I'm not
sure this kind of an analysis was completed a nd done
for the other two schools, but it was for TLC . And
| question, | really question vehemently, why only
the AMO -- this came from the Public Educatio n
Analysis Bureau, and they did the AMO and mea suring
the gap, | question why PED utilized only the AMO
and left out the trend. Because consistently
through the report -- and | will read ittoy ou.
Specifically if you turn to page one, page on e after
the cover sheet, where it says the discrepanc ies
between the school and district performance
fluctuated wildly between 30 percent and one percent
across grade levels -- | am reading the secon d to
the last line on the first paragraph -- such that it
was impossible to find a trend or pattern of success
SANTA FE OFFICE MAIN OFFICE

119 East Marcy, Suite 110
Santa Fe, NM 87501

i*";t(\)};() (();2)()3)42;36%49 SSO C IATES, Ine.

PROFESSIONAL COURT
REPORTING SERVICE

201 Third NW, Suite 1630
Albuquerque, NM 87102
(505) 843-9494

FAX (505) 843-9492
1-800-669-9492

e-mail: info@litsupport.com



© 00 N oo o A~ w NP

N N N N NN P P R R R R R R R
o o W N P O © 0O N o o 0 W N B+, O

or improvement.

This analysis prepared by PED shows
success. It shows trends. It was left out of
analysis as part of the renewal process, and |
like to know why. It is so positive. If you
particularly on page four, the 11th grade, | w
like for you to see that bar there. It's
tremendous. And to hear a report, someone fro
say, well, yes, the 11th graders went up, and
iIs somewhat promising, folks, for a school to
from a 9 percent to a 31.2 percent in any giv
is successful. It is phenomenal. And this w
used. It was excluded.

| was told in the communication and
the record, via e-mail, that this analysis wa
to be utilized in the analysis. It was not.
partial analysis was utilized. | feel that's
somewhat deceptive. | feel that that is very
arbitrary. We did provide trend information
with the proficiency and nearing proficiency
Over and over again, grade after grade, we pr
these to PED for their analysis. Again, it w
down-played. We provided the short cycle
assessment.

Do you see the trends? These are s

124

the
would
look

ould

m PED
that
jump
en year

as not

for
S going

Only a

as well
rates.
ovided

as

ixth

SANTA FE OFFICE

119 East Marcy, Suite 110
Santa Fe, NM 87501
(505) 989-4949

FAX (505) 820-6349

PROFESSIONAL COURT
REPORTING SERVICE

SSOCIATES ..

MAIN OFFICE

201 Third NW, Suite 1630
Albuquerque, NM 87102
(505) 843-9494

FAX (505) 843-9492
1-800-669-9492

e-mail: info@litsupport.com



© 00 N oo o A~ w NP

N N N N NN P P R R R R R R R
o o W N P O © 0O N o o 0 W N B+, O

graders as seventh graders. Taking the short
assessment, on the day of the so-called in dep
site visit, we asked the PED members, we asked
do you want to see the short cycle assessments
the answer was no. We asked them do you want
hear anything from the facility department, no.
you want to hear anything from the finance
department, no. They were boggled on statisti
data, and that is all.

That is arbitrary and unfair. It's
done with what | consider in good faith. I'm
to quote Mark Twain. "There are lies and the
damn lies, and then there's statistics," and
what this is turned into.

MS. SILVA: | would also like to sa
one more thing. On page six of 25, there is
line in this 25 page document that states, Th
school reported that it has met the graduatio
goal for each of the four years under review,
this has been confirmed by school accountabil
reports.

In a day and age where we keep seei
newspaper reports --

CHAIR GARRISON: Repeat that, pleas

MS. SILVA: It says, the school rep

125

cycle
th
them,
, and
to

Do

cs and

not

going

re are

that's

y just

one

n rate

and

ity

ng

orted

SANTA FE OFFICE
119 East Marcy, Suite 110
Santa Fe, NM 87501

i*";t(\)};() (();2)()3)42;36%49 SSO C IATES, Ine.

PROFESSIONAL COURT
REPORTING SERVICE

MAIN OFFICE

201 Third NW, Suite 1630
Albuquerque, NM 87102
(505) 843-9494

FAX (505) 843-9492
1-800-669-9492

e-mail: info@litsupport.com



© 00 N oo o A~ w NP

N N N N NN P P R R R R R R R
o o W N P O © 0O N o o 0 W N B+, O

126

it has met the graduation goal for each of the four
years under review, and this has been confirme d by
the school accountability reports. We have me t the
graduation rate every year.

MS. MARTINEZ: How many more minutes do |
have?

MR. C DE BACA: One and a half.

MS. MARTINEZ: Graduation rate at TL C,
this is for the new cohort. We were the third
highest in the City of Albuquerque, 69.5 perc ent.
The second year, using the same cohort, it wa s 62.5
percent. That's high. What was Albuquerque’ s?
61 -- 60 or 61. I'm not sure.

So the real question here is, you k now,
there are no material violations. We have no t
broken any laws. We are in sound financial f iscal
management. The question is statistics, as M ark
Twain boils down to.

You look at the number of high schools and
middle schools in Albuquerque that are in R1 and R2
status. It is unbelievable. Itis as if PED IS
asking us let the blind lead the blind.
And finally | want to read Winston Brooks'

guote that came out in the paper day before
yesterday. Sometimes administrators get so ¢ aught
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up in the numbers, shortfalls, gaps, rates,
percentages that we neglect to put faces on th
data. It's not that we have forgotten our pur
of providing the best possible education for o
children. We just need to make a concerted ef
to not reduce children to statistics.

Third renewal, ladies and gentlemen.
akin to a student who has been passing every |
hroughout the semester, and then at the end
semester being told you have an F. It's
unacceptable and | disagree.

CHAIR GARRISON: Thank you.

Are there any questions from
commissioners?

Commissioner Bergman.

MR. BERGMAN: You mentioned in your
comments that some of the Hispanics are havin
of trouble with the math.

MS. SILVA: Yes.

MR. BERGMAN: And a little later yo
mentioned tutoring. What else are you trying
to address that?

MS. SILVA: Well, we do lots of thi
We have got a tutorial setup. We have sixth

in with 12th graders. If that's the level th
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12th graders need, then they are in there with sixth
graders. We have done after school tutoring.

MS. MARTINEZ: Right. The one thing I
want to say, the biggest thing is that we look ed at
our master plan. You have to consider, this i s the
only school that you are considering today tha t
carries a high school. We changed our master
schedule. We went to tutorial programs
concentrating fully on reading and math, and t hat
brought the dramatic gains for the 11th grade rs that
one year.

When we saw that, when the teachers saw
that, they learned to desegregate the data an d apply
it to the classroom. When we saw that dramat ic
jump, it was -- | hate to say it, Sam -- it i S not
something that would be considered nominal or
promising. It's huge. That is a huge jump.

MS. SILVA: Did that answer your q uestion?

MR. BERGMAN: | think so. Former
Secretary Garcia was in the process of implem enting
kind of a best practices program, trying to
bncourage schools to look at other schools a nd not
be parochial and find best practices. Have y ou done
anything like that? | know it's in the early
staging.
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MS. MARTINEZ: We are utilizing the SMART
goals, as Public Education Department has shar ed
that with us through our EPSS, our Educational Plan
for Student Success. We utilize a Plato lab. We
are state of the art. We have a Promethean bo ard,
interactive board in each and every classroom which
teachers use as sound educational tools.

MR. BERGMAN: Thank you.

CHAIR GARRISON: 1| have a couple of
guestions. On the cover page of the evaluati on and
renewal recommendation and evaluation, it sta tes in
paragraph one that the school's designation u nder
the state school accountability report has be en
downgraded from school improvement two to cor rective
action and finally to restructuring one. | a m
guessing that is bad, bad, worse according to this?

MS. SILVA: Yes.

CHAIR GARRISON: So expand on that,
please.

MS. MARTINEZ: Yes. The year that we did
make that jump tremendously, especially among the
11th graders, and we made the change immediat ely in
the school to review our policies and procedu res and
our instructional program, | believe we went into
corrective action, and then it was delayed. And it
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was delayed for about a few months, and then i t went
back up, and | really attributed it to -- you know
as well as | do, SBA is getting tougher year a fter
year. The notches are moving above, and it's as if
the tide is moving against us. So try as we t ry,

it's going to be really difficult to attain th at
goal, and | think that's the dilemma that all of us

as educators have in this state.
MS. SILVA: Just to piggyback on tha t,

just because you weren't quite sure of the

designation going from bad to worse, | just wan ted
to make clear that there are 37 ways to not m ake
AYP.

CHAIR GARRISON: | just wanted the
clarification from you all.

MS. SILVA: | wanted to make that point,

because in one year for sure | know it was on e area
that we didn't make it. So if you look at th e
accountability report as a whole, you know, | work
with a lot of schools, and it actually looks pretty

good. Really, honestly it does.

| look at district school reports. I

compare us to other schools to see how we are doing

with the same type of populations and in the same

areas of town and things like that. If you c ompare
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apples to apples, we are doing all right. We
always do better, always. Everybody knows tha
are still striving to meet even the AMO. We a
always striving to meet the AMO. We are happy
can get to the lower bound confidence interval
because of our small numbers. We are happy to
it by Safe Harbor which was alluded to in this
document.

CHAIR GARRISON: Expand on the Safe
assessment.

MS. SILVA: It was alluded to. We
AYP one year based on Safe Harbor. It almost
sounded sarcastic in tone.
CHAIR GARRISON: What sounded --
MS. SILVA: Because | justreally d
feel that the report was written fairly hones
really, really don't, and | don't want to get
my personal views of the whole report.

Let me expand on Safe Harbor.

CHAIR GARRISON: Thank you.

MS. SILVA: Safe Harbor is complica
It's complicated to explain out loud without
things down. | have to explain it all the ti
you can decrease your number, your percentage

nonproficient students by ten percent, you ca
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AYP by Safe Harbor, which is not the equivalen
increasing it by ten percent, which doesn't ma
sense to some people. But if you do the
calculations, one year -- and I'm sorry. | do
have the numbers with me -- but one year if we
at 90 percent not proficient and decreased tha
9 percent and went down to 81 percent nonprofi
it would not reflect a 10 percent gain in the
proficient side, but Safe Harbor was put into
because that is a substantial achievement for
students to come and decrease the nonproficie
of that table.

| have spoken to Cindy Gregory up a
down, and even she has said -- because | have
appealed accountability reports, because the
didn't recognize Safe Harbor right away. 11|
deeper into it. | found that Safe Harbor did
into play. | have spoken to Cindy Gregory, a
is the one that reinforced to me that that wa
huge gain, for us to decrease our nonproficie
students by 10 percent.

So | think that those kinds of thin
just kind of glossed over. | think the fact
the structure of this school, the fact that t

start at sixth grade and go all the way throu
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school, | have told everybody at the school. I
really feel that that has a big impact on the
graduation rate.

CHAIR GARRISON: Let me get to my last
guestion. You answered the question on Safe H arbor.
Let me get to my last question.

This data that you have that you wer e
hoping to turn in today, did you turn it into the
Charter Schools Division as a response to your --

MS. MARTINEZ: Yes, they have --

CHAIR GARRISON: So they have it.

MS. SILVA: But it was in the origi nal
application.

MS. MARTINEZ: It was in the origin al
application as well as in the follow-up. The re was
some follow-up communication where they neede d
additional information, and we provided the ¢ ohort

information through that e-mail.

CHAIR GARRISON: | was hoping you h ad
turned it in already, because | was going to be
worried if this is just coming to light now. So

thank you for clarifying that.

| thought | had one more, but | gue ss |
don't.

Yes, Commissioner Lopez.
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MS. LOPEZ: | would like to hear fro m Sam
some response to the data they presented.

CHAIR GARRISON: He will come up aft er we
are done questioning.

MS. LOPEZ: No. I'm sorry. | just got
confused.

CHAIR GARRISON: That's okay.

Commissioner Gant.

MR. GANT: You talk about restructur ing
one and restructuring two and comparing your schools
with the Albuquerque schools, but what | don’ t hear
is how they could have flunked or failed one area of
the 37. We all know about 137. So can you r eally
say that all these schools that are in restru cturing
are any worse than you being in restructuring one?

MS. SILVA: Yes.

MR. GANT: No. | mean what data do you
have that --

MS. SILVA: Oh, well, I don't have any --
we have actually got trend data that | don't know if
it's in the green folder. We do have trend d ata
that shows --

MR. GANT: You sit in front of us a nd say
this, and then you say there's 37 different w ays you
can fail. Every school in the State of New M exico
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is that way.

MS. SILVA: That's true.

MR. GANT: So when they get into
restructuring, you have to look, it's one stud
could have done it. So | am just saying it's
little hard to sit here and say all these scho
Albuquerque, all these schools in Albuquerque
well, in Las Cruces where | am from, some are,
you have got to look at why, not just that the
Thank you.

CHAIR GARRISON: Thank you, Commiss
Gant.

Any other questions by commissioner

Ladies, thank you very much for you
presentation.

| will ask Acting Assistant Secreta
the Charter Schools Division, Sam Obenshain,

up and address the commission.

members of the commission.

| am recommending that the Public
Education Commission not renew the charter fo
Learning Community Charter School. The
recommendation not to renew the charter is ba

the preponderance of data gathered by the Cha

MR. OBENSHAIN: Thank you, Mr. Chairman,
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Schools Division that the charter schools
performance met one or more of the reasons for
renewing a charter.

The academic performance of the scho
not met the minimum proficiency goals set by t
Mexico Public Education Department as a measur
the school's performance. Additionally, the
school's proficiency levels are well below the
proficiency levels of the district. Finally,
progress that the school is making is not kee
pace with the progress that the district scho
making in closing the gap between the student
performance and the annual measurable objecti
articulated for the grade level served.

The evaluation completed in the are
academic achievement corresponds to these thr
areas of analysis, referencing tables that ar
he evaluation that follows. The table on p
five, entitled NMSBA school summary, demonstr
overall proficiency levels for the school and
indicates that on average, over 70 percent of
students were not proficient in math and ove
50 percent of the students were not proficien
reading during the past four years.

During the same time period, as ind
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in the charts and graphs on page seven through page
13, the school's performance was well below th e
district in all grade levels assessed in both math
and reading. The discrepancies between the sc hool
and district performance fluctuated wildly bet ween
30 percent and one percent across grade levels such
that it was impossible to find a trend or patt ern of
success or improvement.

The charts on page seven through 13 also
show the significant progress gap between the school
and the district in relation to the annual
measurable objectives. Additionally, the
information provided by the school demonstrat ed that
they did not meet at least one of their acade mic
goals identified in their charter.

The school's governance and managem ent
practices demonstrate a record of noncomplian ce with
applicable state and federal laws and regulat ions.
These practices included a lack of required
policies, policies and procedures out of comp liance
with law and regulation, and conflicts of int erest
within the membership of the governing body. This
pattern of noncompliance has made evident tha t the
governance and management of the charter scho ol has
not lived up to the standards of accountabili ty set
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nstitutions.

For these reasons, | am recommending that
the charter not be renewed for the Learning
Community Charter School, and | will stand for
guestions from the commission at this time.

CHAIR GARRISON: The Chair will ente rtain
any questions.

Commissioner Lopez.

MS. LOPEZ: | guess, | mean, if the y have
the graduation rate they say they have, isn't that
what we want? You do not agree they have tha t
graduation rate?

MR. OBENSHAIN: | do. Yes, Commiss ioner
Lopez, and commissioners, Mr. Chair, | do
acknowledge and we did acknowledge in the rep ort
that they have met the graduation goals. How ever,
that is one piece of a large responsibility t hat
schools have, not just traditional schools bu t
charter schools. So meeting a graduation rat e and
making academic progress are two different go als.

What is difficult for us and what w as
difficult in the evaluation is when you look at
proficiency levels of students at that schoo [, and
then you look at the graduation rates for stu dents
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at that school, questions surface about what d
the graduation mean with regard to academic
proficiency at a school that has a high level
graduation, yet low levels of proficiency.

Graduation rate is determined by the
courses that you complete, not levels of acade
proficiency that you attain. So in the evalua
the --

CHAIR GARRISON: Excuse me, sir.

| was going to ask very politely to
refrain from sneers and comments. | am heari
things, but | am trying to listen to Mr. Oben
So please respect the process. Thank you.

MR. OBENSHAIN: Thank you.

CHAIR GARRISON: Please continue.

MR. OBENSHAIN: | believe | was tal
about the difference in the goals that they m
meeting a graduation rate, while commendable,
standard that we look at for renewals is mini
academic progress toward the minimum educatio
standards. That in the State of New Mexico a
states across the nation is determined by lev
proficiency. What we looked at was -- and we
this GAP analysis. You hear a lot of convers

about achievement GAP. And what we wanted to
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identify is is this school making progress to lower,
in other words, decrease the GAP that their st udents
are making compared to the GAP that the distri ctis
making toward those measurable objectives that are
identified by the state.

What we discovered is that we would hope,
and our criteria would be that they at least m eet
the same trajectory as the district. The
proficiency levels, as we identified, aren't t he
same as the district. They are well below th e
district, but we would hope that their path t oward
progress is at least as good, hopefully bette r, than
the district.

So when you look at the difference
between, sure, they are graduating students, but are
those students proficient is the question tha t we
had to look at.

MS. LOPEZ: How can you graduate an d not
be proficient? | thought that's what we have all
been working on for a long time.

MR. OBENSHAIN: If | may, Commissio ner
Lopez, what | described is you graduate based on
credits earned in a class. So your graduatio n--

MS. LOPEZ: That you had to pass.

MR. OBENSHAIN: You had to pass tha t
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class, so that standard is developed by this t eacher
at the school. So if you say you made, and fo r the
sake of passing, you made a D or greater in a class.
Let's just take math. Let's take high school math.
You made a D or greater in high school math, a nd
then you look at the objective data that's pro vided
by the NMSBA assessment, and you look at the m ath
proficiency rates, and you say there is a
disconnect. They are passing this class, yet they
are not proficient in math. For us, that's w here
those two disconnect.

MS. LOPEZ: Okay. Thank you.

MR. OBENSHAIN: You're welcome.

CHAIR GARRISON: Any other question s of
Mr. Obenshain?

Commissioner Gant.

MR. GANT: Mr. Obenshain, would you
address the statements made by the presenters about
that they claimed you did not use the trend d ata.
Would you explain that, please?

MR. OBENSHAIN: Yes. Commissioner Gant,
Mr. Chairman, members of the commission, as | was
describing this trajectory or this path of pr ogress,
the statement that | made in the evaluation, the
recommendation, our charge was to look at all grade
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levels over the course of the charter term. W hat is
challenging is, one, there are a number of gra de
levels, six through 12 at the school. You loo k at
the number of different grades that are tested , and
you have fluctuations.

So at any one year for any particula r
grade level, there could be an increase. Simi larly
at one particular grade level and one particul ar
year, there could be a decrease. So what we | ooked
at -- that's exactly why we address the GAP
analysis, the AMO GAP analysis. For us that was a
much more consistent way of looking across gr ade
levels and across the term of the charter, to look
at that trajectory. And while they may have a
trajectory that is in some grade levels incre asing,
overall the trajectory of the school compared to the
district's trajectory was not decreasing. Th at gap
was not getting smaller.

So like I mentioned earlier, the ch arter
school bargain says we can do at least as wel | as or
better than traditional schools. That's why you
granted us the charter, that's why you entrus t
public funds to our governing council and to our
school. And there may have been instances of
increase, but similarly if you look at the ov erall
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proficiency levels, and if you look at that GAP
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analysis, consistently for that school, the GA P did
not decrease. And that was what we were looki ng at
with regard to trends.

| can assure you and we agreed and w e did
recognize some very significant increases in
particular grade levels in particular subject areas.
| believe if you look on --

CHAIR GARRISON: Page six.

MR. OBENSHAIN: Page six, is that w here?
Yes, sir. Thank you.

Page six, thank you. The middle
paragraph, it says one group shall have decre ased to
zero percent proficient followed by a nearly 37
point increase. So it's not as if we ignored that
data. What we are saying is it's not about o ne
particular grade level, one particular year. This
school, is this school on a path to reduce th at GAP?
In our estimation the answer was no.

Did that answer your question,
Commissioner Gant?

MR. GANT: Yes, sir, it did.

CHAIR GARRISON: Any other questions?

MS. SILVA: Can | say anything else ?

CHAIR GARRISON: No. Thank you, th ough.
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The Chair will entertain a motion.

Commissioner Lopez.

MS. LOPEZ: Whereas, the commissione
have received the renewal application, a preli
analysis of the renewal application, the appli
response to the preliminary analysis, and the
assistant secretary's recommendation and final
evaluation;

And whereas, each commissioner has
conducted his or her own independent review o
renewal application, the preliminary evaluati
the renewal application, the applicant's resp
the preliminary analysis, and the assistant
secretary's recommendation and final evaluati

And whereas, detailed evidence supp
the school's figures or violations as set for
the recommendation and final evaluation from
Assistant Secretary of Education for Charter
Schools;

Whereas, the commissioners concur w
recommendation and final evaluation from the
Assistant Secretary of Education for Charter
Schools;

Therefore, be it resolved that a re

charter for the Learning Community Charter Sc
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denied on the basis that the charter school, o ne,
failed to meet or make substantial progress fo r the
achievement of the department's minimum educat ional

standards or student performance standards
identified in the charter application; and two ,
violated provisions of law from which the char ter
school was not specifically exempted.

MS. SHEARMAN: Second.

CHAIR GARRISON: We have a second by
Commissioner Shearman. We will proceed with a roll
call vote through Secretary Gant.

MR. GANT: Commissioner Bergman.
MR. BERGMAN: No.

MR. GANT: Commissioner Carr.

MR. CARR: Yes.

MR. GANT: Commissioner Lopez.
MS. LOPEZ: No.

MR. GANT: Commissioner Shearman.
MS. SHEARMAN: Yes.

MR. GANT: Commissioner Garrison.

CHAIR GARRISON: Yes.

MR. GANT: Commissioner Gant votes yes.
It's a 3-2 -- correction. Yes, it's a 4-2 in favor.

CHAIR GARRISON: Be it resolved tha t the
renewal charter for the Learning Community Ch arter
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School is denied.

Red River Valley Charter School is t
next school. If you would come up and present
school comments. We'll give you a moment to s
in.

Go ahead and introduce yourself and
us your titles and proceed with your school
comments.

MS. PHILLIPS: Thank you. Thank you
Chairman and commissioners. Good afternoon.
rame is Karen Phillips, and | am the school
administrator for the Red River Valley Charte
School. With me is president of our governan
council, Ms. Katy Pierce, who is also a found
our school and a parent of two children at ou
school.

This afternoon | would like to just
a little bit about our school. We are in our
year of our charter. We are in our second re
We were founded by a group of parents within
local community when our district, Questa Sch
District, decided to close the school in Red
So parents got together and put together a ch
and were granted the charter. And so actuall

know we are looking at the last five years, f
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years, would like to comment that we have made AYP
all nine years so far of our charter and are h oping
to make ten years, but we will see on that, bu t we
look forward to that.

| wanted to tell you just a little b it
more about our school and what has made us wha t we
feel is a very successful school. And one of the
things is that we put our students first. All
decisions are made on what is best for our stu dents
for their learning and for their well-being.

We teach to the individual child. We
differentiate within our classrooms. We work very
hard taking a child with where they are withi n their
strengths and weaknesses and what their acade mic
performance is and working from there to get them up
to proficiency levels.

Another part of what we feel has be en a
success for us is the fact that we are a char ter
school, and that the charter school movement is
about educational reform. And for us this ha S meant
that we have been able to be innovative, flex ible,
and fluid in trying to meet the needs of our
students and have worked very hard at that, a nd then
put together the innovation with a very dedic ated,
very talented teaching staff. | often say th ere is
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a breed of charter school teachers, but to be

serious, one of our interview questions for te

is do you know how to plunge a toilet, because

will be required to do that.

But within our staff, we have stabil

We have two teachers who have been with us for

past ten years. We were at the start of the

charter. Our office manager has been there fo

years, and | have been the administrator for t

past eight years. We also have stability wit

governance council, with our community member

parents who have served on our governance cou

We also look at -- | think a great

for us has been the collaboration we have wit

parents. We include our parents in all aspec

our school. They contribute quite a bit as f

their time and their energy for the success o

school. Also we have a great governance coun
And then another component is our

community. Our community of Red River and lo

area is very supportive of us. We held a fun

last Saturday evening that raised $20,000 for

school in our small little town of Red River.

feel that all combined has made us a very suc

school with that.
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The other thing is our finances. |
you will note in our analysis we do not have a
audit findings for the past four years, even b
on the fact we changed business managers. So
very responsible when it comes to our oversigh
our fiscal. But | also wanted to just address
finances.

We live on a very small, small budge
we are very responsible with that budget. We
very hard to make sure that the needs of our
children are at the top of our budget when we
our -- top priority of our budget when we des
budget. And we have been very successful wit
especially given the times that we are in whe
budget is getting smaller and smaller, and it
harder and harder to be able to provide those
guality services.

We also provide a very structured
environment for our students. We really beli
that children need to learn to make responsib
decisions and choices in life. And so we use
and logic discipline system, a philosophy tha
children responsible, but at the same time we
provide the guidance and the structure that's

within that. We have school rules. We work
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closely as a staff and with parents to provide
very comprehensive, cohesive expectation of
behavior, and we find that our students just t
with that.

And we do have students who transfer
with behavior problems, but based on our syste
it's within a short period of time that they r
understand what it's like to be in a school
community, being kind to one another and worki
together for the benefit of all.

And the last thing | want to mentio

just our philosophy of accountability. We ar
public school and we fully accept that. We a
things as a public school and a public charte
school, but we also feel very accountable to
students and to our families and to our commu
And we believe that these things in place, as
as the things that | think that you have read
charter application and in the analysis, has

a very exemplary school, a very successful sc
and being unique that we are also not only th
school, but we are also a school of choice an
provided -- again, we feel really have impact
positively the education and lives of childre

within our community. Thank you.
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MS. PIERCE: | would just like to sa
quickly, my daughter is in seventh grade, my s
in eighth. Their whole career as students has
at this charter school, and they have had a
remarkable education. Not only academically,
socially it's been a safe and loving environme
them, and it's been the most fulfilling thing,
than having children, that | have ever been in
in. Thank you.

CHAIR GARRISON: Any questions from
commissioners?

MR. CARR: Mr. Chair.

CHAIR GARRISON: Yes, Mr. Carr.

MR. CARR: | haven't asked a questi
today. | live in Eagle Nest, you know, but I
remember hearing something about your buildin
Were you having problems with your building?
that going?

MS. PHILLIPS: It's going very well
noment. Just to describe our facilities, we
given some legislative appropriation money an
built a multipurpose science lab building. W
then given additional appropriation and a cap
outlay grant for pre-K. So that's phase two,

are going to do a ribbon cutting in about a m
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And we were part of a bond issue wit
local district, and we were given our promised
$600,000. We have had some difficulty negotia
that, but we did finalize that negotiation thi
week, and we are very pleased with that. So w
should be having -- the $600,000 from the bond
should be given to us in the spring of this co
year, and we will begin phase three.

MR. CARR: One more, Mr. Chair.

CHAIR GARRISON: Proceed.

MR. CARR: And maybe this isn't an
appropriate question for this setting, why ha

you extended grades? Have you thought about

all?

MS. PHILLIPS: We are a K through e
school. Going up to high school, one of the
that -- we have certainly discussed it, and i
also been a community interest. At this time,
is required to do a high school well, | guess
good way to put it, with the variety of teach
that are needed, with the certifications and
endorsements, would be rather difficult finan
because we don't have that large a number of
students that would probably attend.

Another issue for us is that we don
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have -- our sports are skiing, snowboarding, a
fencing, and basketball now because we have a
multipurpose, but oftentimes we find high scho
students want a little bit more of team sports
that would be an issue for space.

MR. CARR: Okay. Thank you.

CHAIR GARRISON: Any other questions
commissioners? Thank you for your comments.

MS. SHEARMAN: May | ask one? I'm
Sort of waking up here. | have been here too

Somewhere in this information, iny
charter information, you are asking to increa
class size from 15 to 18?

MS. PHILLIPS: Yes.

MS. SHEARMAN: With a declining enr
or certainly an enrollment that is not growin

MS. PHILLIPS: We do multi-grade
classrooms. And so unfortunately financially
very difficult to keep 15 in a classroom, so
looking at enlarging classrooms to 18. Somet
only have six, seven in a classroom. It vari
Right now we have a classroom that's filled t
have a waiting list for. So if we would enla
number of students for that particular class,

could bring in those students and increase ou
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enrollment. So it varies with what our grade levels
are. We have one sixth grader this year, but we
have 15 fifth graders, so that would be the rea sons.

MS. SHEARMAN: Okay. Thank you.

CHAIR GARRISON: Thank you. Acting
Assistant Secretary Mr. Obenshain will now giv e his
presentation.

MR. OBENSHAIN: Thank you, Mr. Chair man,
members of the commission.

| recommend that the Public Educati on
Commission renew the charter for Red River Va lley
Charter School. This recommendation to rene w Red
River Valley Charter School is based on the
preponderance of the data gathered by the Cha rter
Schools Division. The school did not commit any of
he four acts that would lead to nonrenewal.

You do have the evaluation followin g my
recommendation. You can see the analysis tha t we
made for each of those four areas as well as the
nformation provided by the school. | know you have
read through all of this information. | did want to
talk a little bit about the recommendation fo r their
charter going forward, and then | will get in to the
conditions that we are recommending be placed on the
school for renewal.
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We also recommend that the commissio

approve the following changes to the charter:

class size increase, as well as a change to th
mission statement. The rationale has been pro
by the school. The changes meet the criteria
we identified in the renewal charter analysis
and we do believe this would best serve the ch
moving forward for the next five year charter

| am also recommending the following
conditions: That the governing body of the ¢
school submit an application to the commissio
obtain approval from the commission that the
governing body be designated as a board of fi
that the charter school agree that all accoun
records shall be audited annually by a public
accounting firm engaged by the Public Educati
Department; that the governing body of the ch
school agrees that to the fullest extent perm
by law, the charter school shall indemnify, d
and hold harmless the Public Education Depart
and Public Education Commission, their member
officers, employees, agents, affiliates, and
representatives from and against any and all
liabilities;

That the charter school participate
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obtain insurance from the Public School Insura
Authority, and comply with all applicable rule
that authority; that the governing body of the
charter school agree that in order to permit
Public Education Commission to fulfill its ove
function under the Charter Schools Act and ens
that the school is in compliance with all appl
laws and regulations and the terms and conditi
its charter, the staff of the Public Education
Department Charter Schools Division has the r
request any data and records from Red River V
Charter School and the school shall comply wi
such requests within 15 days.

Red River Valley Charter School sha
provide documents upon reasonable written not
ronsistent with its obligations, authority,
rights under applicable laws and regulations
governing student and employee confidentialit
privileges applicable to charter schools and
joverning bodies.

After the completion of each academ
of its charter, the charter school shall subm
annual report to the Charter Schools Division
annual report shall be submitted by the deadl

determined by the division and shall provide
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the format specified by the Charter Schools

157

Division, and finally that the charter school comply
with all the requirements of the monitoring pr ocess
developed by the Charter Schools Division.

| make this recommendation to the
commission and will stand for questions at thi S
time. Thank you.

CHAIR GARRISON: Any questions of Mr
Obenshain?

Mr. Bergman.

MR. BERGMAN: You mentioned the cha nges
they requested, but | don't see those in the
resolution. Are we going to do that with a s eparate
resolution, or are they just going to be
incorporated if they get their charter?

MR. OBENSHAIN: Yes, sir. We reco mmend
that these be approved. The recommendation i s that
the charter be renewed with those conditions. I
will turn to the counsel to determine whether or not
we should add those, if you think it's -- so we will
go forward with the renewal.

There are -- let me make a little b it of
clarification with a school that is renewed t hrough
he commission. One of the -- | don't know if it's
as unique as we once thought it was, but the ability
SANTA FE OFFICE MAIN OFFICE

119 East Marcy, Suite 110
Santa Fe, NM 87501
(505) 989-4949

FAX (505) 820-6349

PROFESSIONAL COURT
REPORTING SERVICE

SSOCIATES ..

201 Third NW, Suite 1630
Albuquerque, NM 87102
(505) 843-9494

FAX (505) 843-9492
1-800-669-9492

e-mail: info@litsupport.com



© 00 N oo o A~ w NP

N N N N NN B 5 P P PR P P P PR
a A W N B O © ~N~ o o AW N O

for a charter school to transfer authorizers a
time of renewal, what that does for us is it
requires that over the time, between the time
you approve the renewal and the time that they
become a state chartered charter school, we wo
with the school to make sure any of the issues
we may have identified that weren't changes, b
would either clarify issues in the charter --
have identified an issue about cleaning up the
goals to make sure that they are in the forma
we request and require for state chartered ch
schools. We will be working with the school
sure that the charter is in a format that we
accept, and that when we do come to the time
sign the contract for them to become a state
school, that we have worked through all of th
issues.

So that renewal charter we make su
consistent with our requirements and that you
the charts that you have given us to make sur
the contract that they sign is and the charte
they have submitted meet the requirements tha
have outlined for them.

MR. CARR: Mr. Chair, | would think

these are two separate issues. | would be al
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doing something. | mean, first we have to app
and then we have to approve the changes that a
amendments like we normally do. | would be mo
than happy to do that today, if that's possibl
that's just my opinion. | think it's two sepa
issues.

MR. OBENSHAIN: Mr. Carr, | believe
legal counsel will concur with that --

MR. CARR: Okay.

MR. OBENSHAIN: -- so that the
recommendations with those conditions are for
renewal, that the changes to the charter will
submitted to us, and that we will work with
school prior to the signing of the contract t
sure that those changes are appropriately ide
in their charter moving forward.

MR. CARR: Okay.

CHAIR GARRISON: Any other question

Commissioner Lopez.

MS. LOPEZ: In the resolution where
refer to the charter school shall participate
obtain insurance from the Public School Insur
Authority, do they not already have insurance
just wondering why is that in there specifica

MR. OBENSHAIN: Mr. Chair, Commissi
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Lopez, all charter schools in the State of New
Mexico must comply. That is a condition for a
state chartered schools as well. When they mo
over, we want to be very clear that that is a
condition of their renewal, so there aren't an
guestions when they come over to this authoriz
the same expectations. That's a legal require
So we want to make sure it's very clear to the
their legal obligations are.

MS. LOPEZ: Great. Thank you.

CHAIR GARRISON: In regard to the w
policy, | saw in some of the other renewal re
that some folks were not complying with that,
did not find it was Red River, whether they w
were not doing their healthy schools report c
cetera.

MR. OBENSHAIN: Mr. Chair, members
commission, what we look at when we are looki
those four reasons, our standard was a patter
noncompliance. So it is possible that a char
school has an incident of noncompliance that
may be addressing. | will give you an exampl
There is some legislation -- there is some
legislation that has just recently been passe

did not go into effect until July 1 of this s
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year. Our review then was started in October 1, so
they may have been working toward adopting a p olicy
that would be consistent with new legislation.

However, again, we looked over the e ntire
charter term, and if we identified a pattern o f
noncompliance, that was really our standard. Soin
this instance with this school, they did not
demonstrate a pattern of noncompliance. They
demonstrated a pattern of compliance. So what we
will do again, consistent with our monitoring and
the process for schools that are transferring their
renewals over to you all as an authorizer, we will
be sure to work with those schools during tha t time
to make sure, before we sign that contract, t hat
that charter is compliant with law and that w e have
identified any of those issues to make sure t hat
they are working toward that compliance.

CHAIR GARRISON: Thank you for that
clarification.

Any other questions? The Chair wil I
entertain a motion.

MR. CARR: Mr. Chair.

CHAIR GARRISON: Commissioner Carr.

MS. SHEARMAN: Can | ask a question before
we do that?

SANTA FE OFFICE MAIN OFFICE

119 East Marcy, Suite 110
Santa Fe, NM 87501

i*";t(\)};() (();2)()3)42;36%49 SSO C IATES, Ine.

PROFESSIONAL COURT
REPORTING SERVICE

201 Third NW, Suite 1630
Albuquerque, NM 87102
(505) 843-9494

FAX (505) 843-9492
1-800-669-9492

e-mail: info@litsupport.com



© 00 N oo o A~ w NP

N N N N NN P P R R R R R R R
o o W N P O © 0O N o o 0 W N B+, O

MR. CARR: Oh, I'm sorry.

MS. SHEARMAN: That's fine. It's ab
the motion.

Mr. Obenshain has identified each on
these conditions that has been placed on this
and has read those into the record. Do they n
be restated in the motion?

CHAIR GARRISON: Yes.

MR. CARR: Okay. Thank you for tryi
save --

CHAIR GARRISON: Thank you.

Proceed, Commissioner Carr.

MR. CARR: Whereas, the commissione
in receipt of the renewal application, a pre
analysis of the renewal application, the appl
response to the preliminary analysis of the
assistant secretary's recommendation and fina
evaluation;

And whereas, each commissioner has
conducted his or her own independent review o
renewal application, the preliminary analysis
renewal application, the applicant's response
preliminary analysis of the assistant secreta
recommendation and final evaluation;

And whereas, the commissioners conc
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the recommendation and final evaluation from t
Assistant Secretary of Education for Charter
Schools;

Therefore be it resolved that the re
charter for the Red River Valley Charter Schoo
approved provided that the governing body of t
charter school must submit an application to t
commission and obtain approval from the commis
that the governing body be designated as a boa
finance. The charter school shall agree that
accounting records shall be audited annually
public accounting firm engaged by the Public
Education Department.

The governing body of the charter s
shall agree to the fullest extent permitted b
law, the charter school shall indemnify, defe
hold harmless the Public Education Department
the Public Education Commission, the members,
officers, employees, agents, affiliates, and
representatives from and against any and all
liabilities. The charter school shall partic
in and obtain insurance from the Public Schoo
nsurance Authority and comply with all appl
rules of the authority.

The governing body of the charter s
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shall agree that in order to permit the Public
Education Commission to fulfill its oversight
function under the Charter Schools Act and ens
that the school is in compliance with all appl
laws and regulations in the terms and condition
the charter, the staff for the Public Educatio
Department, Charter Schools Division has the r
to request any data, records from Red River Va
Charter School, and the school shall comply w
such request within 15 days.

Red River Valley Charter School sha
provide documents upon reasonable written not
consistent with its obligations and authority
rights under applicable laws, and regulations
governing student and employee confidentialit
privileges applicable to charter schools and
governing body.

After the completion of each academ
of each charter, the charter school shall sub
annual report of the Charter Schools Division
annual report shall be submitted by the deadl
determined by the division and shall provide
the format specified by the Charter Schools
Division.

The charter schools shall comply wi
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requirements of the monitoring process develop
the Charter Schools Division, including compil
and reporting longitudinal student academic
performance data over the course of the five y
charter school.

Be it further resolved the charter s
not be affected until the signing of your char
contract between the Public Education Commissi
the Red River Valley Charter School.

MS. LOPEZ: Second.

CHAIR GARRISON: Seconded by Commis
Lopez. We will proceed with a roll call vote

Secretary Gant, please proceed.

MR. GANT: Commissioner Bergman.

MR. BERGMAN: Yes.

MR. GANT: Commissioner Carr.

MR. CARR: Yes.

MR. GANT: Commissioner Lopez.

MS. LOPEZ: Yes.

MR. GANT: Commissioner Shearman.

MS. SHEARMAN: Yes.

MR. GANT: Commissioner Garrison.

CHAIR GARRISON: Yes.

MR. GANT: Commissioner Gant votes

It's a 6-0 in favor.
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CHAIR GARRISON: Be it resolved that the
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renewal charter for the Red River Valley Chart er
School is approved with the conditions as stat ed.

Congratulations.

MS. PHILLIPS: Thank you.

MS. PIERCE: Thank you.

MR. OBENSHAIN: Commissioner Garriso n, if
| could.

CHAIR GARRISON: Mr. Obenshain, plea se.

MR. OBENSHAIN: | just wanted to qu ickly
recognize the folks on our staff that did an amazing
amount of work, as I'm sure you have identifi edin
these documents that were provided to you. T his
analysis, evaluation, and recommendation was clearly
not mine alone. So | wanted to quickly, if | could,
recognize those individuals.

CHAIR GARRISON: Yes.

MR. OBENSHAIN: In the back here is
Dr. Bob Olix from the Albuquerque office; Ms. Corina
Chavez, here from the Santa Fe office; Ms. Ka ren
Ehlert from the Santa Fe office as well; Mr. Michael
C de Baca as well with the Albuquerque office ; and
Rudolph Arnold, Esquire, also from the Albuqu erque
office.

Again, | just wanted to recognize t heir
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(

nard work during this entire renewal process,
thank you for that.

CHAIR GARRISON: | have a comment by
Commissioner Gant.

MR. GANT: | know this may seem face
br sarcastic, but your data was not arbitrary
capricious.

MR. OBENSHAIN: Thank you.

CHAIR GARRISON: 1 think it's intere
the energy in the room for decisions that are
for the best interests of the children of New
Mexico, and they are hard decisions. And | ¢
attest that all the folks | know in the room
have come across, we all care. And what come
life in the end is the standards are pretty h
charter schools, and it's made -- it's built,
uncompromised from school vouchers, but chart
schools are there as an entrepreneurial effor
with that autonomy comes great responsibility
very high standard of compliance. So
congratulations on your renewal.

And thank you, everyone, for all of
efforts and the analysis and all the work tha
into prepping this commission for this very

important work.
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I'm trying to catch up on a couple of
items that we moved around. We have completed
| will entertain a resolution for th
signing of the renewal.

Commissioner Gant, thank you

MR. GANT: Whereas, the Public Educa
Commission will take final action to approve o
the renewal application for charter schools;

Whereas, the Public Education Commis
must provide written notification to each app
of the commission's decision within 14 days o
meeting in which the decision was made.

Therefore, be it resolved that the
chairman of the commission is authorized to s
each applicant a letter which shall notify th
applicant of the commission's decision. The
contents of each letter shall reflect the
commission's actions as stated in the resolut
that approve or deny applications.

MR. BERGMAN: Second.

CHAIR GARRISON: We have a motion b
Commissioner Gant. Seconded by Commissioner
Bergman. Is this a roll call vote, Counsel?
will proceed with a roll call vote with the

secretary.
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MR. GANT: Commissioner Bergman.

MR. BERGMAN: Yes.

MR. GANT: Commissioner Carr.

MR. CARR: Yes.

MR. GANT: Commissioner Lopez.

MS. LOPEZ: Yes.

MR. GANT: Commissioner Shearman.

MS. SHEARMAN: Yes.

MR. GANT: Commissioner Garrison.

CHAIR GARRISON: Yes.

MR. GANT: Commissioner Gant votes
It's a 6-0 in favor.

CHAIR GARRISON: The resolution has
passed.

Now are we ready? | believe we wil
from No. 13 instead of 14, comments. We will
back to No. 9 to look at the tentative 2011 ¢
of PEC meetings. We did seem to earlier take
of one piece or potential reschedule that cou
occurred, but it looks like we can take care
in the January 7th meeting --

MS. FRIEDMAN: 10th. I'm sorry. H

MR. BERGMAN: Mine says January 7th

CHAIR GARRISON: Beverly, were you

thinking of something else?
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MS. FRIEDMAN: Yes.

CHAIR GARRISON: So we are good. We
let's look through it. January 7th, definitel
Perkins. What other items do we have on the 7

MS. FRIEDMAN: Swearing in.

CHAIR GARRISON: Swearing in.

MS. FRIEDMAN: You will have the Gra
Academy.

CHAIR GARRISON: Yes.
MR. GANT: What do we do with the G
Academy? | thought it was a done deal.

CHAIR GARRISON: Right. It's reman
back to us for approval with those conditions
we need to --

MS. FRIEDMAN: We need to take a vo

MR. ARNOLD: It's not on your agend

MS. SHEARMAN: We have 30 days from
date of the decision, right?

MR. ARNOLD: That's correct.

MS. SHEARMAN: And the date of the
decision.

MR. ARNOLD: It was December 10th,
believe. And there will likely be another de
| don't know what the outcome will be, but as

that perhaps that decision may also be needed
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best that you do it in January and then you ca n take

care of both of them and you won't have to hav ea
special meeting, and that decision is due by

December 31st.

MS. SHEARMAN: Okay.

CHAIR GARRISON: Okay. Thank you, M r.
Arnold.

Commissioner Lopez.

MS. LOPEZ: Point of order. |1 am lo oking
at my calendar on my phone, and either it's w rong or
this calendar is wrong, because it shows the 7th as
a Friday.

MR. GANT: Itis.

MR. BERGMAN: This isn't your usual
calendar.

MS. LOPEZ: Oh, I'm sorry.

MS. SHEARMAN: You put both Saturda y and
Sunday at the end.

MS. LOPEZ: It throws me, yes. Th ank you.
Sorry about that.

CHAIR GARRISON: We have a schedule
tentatively March 25th and then June 10th, an d, of
course, we know what August entails. That's a week,
potentially a week. | think we have cut itd own a
little bit the last year. We went to -- what was
SANTA FE OFFICE MAIN OFFICE
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it? Four days, three or four.
MR. OBENSHAIN: The community input
hearings?

CHAIR GARRISON: We went down from a

172

week -- we put a week aside, but was that four days?

MR. OBENSHAIN: Mr. Chair, it was t hree
days of community input hearings.

MR. BERGMAN: Boy, those were three
grueling days.

MS. FRIEDMAN: Yes, they were.

MR. OBENSHAIN: Again, it's your
preference, what you would like to do. In th e
charter committee report out, we have identif ied a
potential week long, but it's up to you. And again,
depending on the number of applicants that ar e
submitted or applications that are submitted, we
will determine how many days we will make it.

CHAIR GARRISON: We will keep it as part
bf our wellness policy for PEC, so we will t urnin a
healthy report card after our travel.

Now, August 26th is -- so we are mo ving
that up. That's right.

MR. BERGMAN: That's going to be a part of
my discussion here whenever we get to it.

CHAIR GARRISON: Go ahead.
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MR. BERGMAN: Want to do it right now

CHAIR GARRISON: Sure. Commissioner
Bergman.

MR. BERGMAN: The Charter School Com
did meet this morning, and what we have to do

here --

Jeff, if you take one of these and p
them around to the other commissioners.

This was time when we approved what
call our initial charter school application r
framework for 2011. You have seen it before.
have one each year. The dates are fairly fir
they also -- we sometimes have exigent things
up, and that's what's happened here. You wil
the two bottom dates there.

The final recommendations from the
assistant secretary was originally set for th
That needs to be moved up to the 19th, becaus
pecame apparent we needed to change that bot
from the 31st of the month to the 26th which
Friday. That's more of an accommodation beca
it's so hard for some of our commissioners to
during the week. It's easier for them to get
a Friday, and the staff said they could work

that as long as we set that other date as the
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for his recommendation.

Then tied in with this is something
talked about last time. | don't see the paper
We discussed, the CSD has recommended that thi
in 2011, in our process, part of our process,
the preliminary analysis portion of that proce
done away with. We are not going to do the
preliminary analysis in the next year, and | d
believe that calls for a vote from us. | don’
think it was originally voted on. It was jus
something we agreed to do.

There were a number of reasons why
did that. One of the primary ones, if you re
when national was here late in the spring, th
one of the areas they pointed out that had a
significant weakness, and they wanted to know

were doing it, because most other people weren'
doing it. So that is the recommendation from
do away with that preliminary analysis.

If that's done, then that -- rememb
that took a lot of work on their part, a lot
on our part, reading it, sending it out to th
applicants. They did a bunch. That's going
shorten the timeframe, which is why we won't

go into September and get an exemption, which w
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one of the things we were doing. When we went
September, we had to change the date because i
outside of the deadline. They also want to st
doing that. So this fits that also.

If we get away from the preliminary
analysis, that will take care of the problem,

Ip the process. We will still have a thoroug
very in depth review of these applications, ju
without the preliminary analysis. And each ye
do this, we go through and revise and refine
process. It's ongoing, and every year we fin
something. We found out something last week
are going to look into.

So that's what they recommend. The
recommend that we change the dates. And if w
agree, | have got a resolution already here.
there are any questions, comments.

CHAIR GARRISON: | do have a questi
When you point down, which dates are we chang

MR. BERGMAN: The bottom two on tha
the bottom two.

CHAIR GARRISON: So they would equa

MR. BERGMAN: -- on the initial revi

CHAIR GARRISON: So it would still

different from the greens that we have marked
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MR. BERGMAN: No. See, the 19th isn

176

even on our green one. That is one the assist ant
secretary is going to give us the recommendati on.
We already have it on the 26th. Somebody had

already moved it to the 26th when they did thi S
green one anyway, so we are just conforming to that.

CHAIR GARRISON: Now, your resolutio n
entails what?

MR. BERGMAN: That we adopt this
framework. It has nothing to do with any of the
rest.

CHAIR GARRISON: Is that an action item
that would have had to have been on our agend ato
adopt a change in the framework?

MR. ARNOLD: Your agenda does indicate by
an asterisk that it is an action item. Ms. F riedman
thought about that in advance. So if you loo k at
that item with an asterisk, it's an action it em.
MR. BERGMAN: So we can't change it today?

MR. ARNOLD: We can.

CHAIR GARRISON: | thank Mr. Arnold for
reminding us that she is very thoughtful.

So it is an action item and --

MR. BERGMAN: We can change it toda y.

CHAIR GARRISON: | can entertain a
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resolution, if that's what the Charter School
Committee concurs with, the CSD recommendation
change the framework.

MR. BERGMAN: You want me to read th
Is this the time to read this? We are all sti
having trouble with subcommittee, committee.

CHAIR GARRISON: I'm not. It's comm

MR. BERGMAN: Well, some of them jus
because it was subcommittee on this resolution
That's been scratched.

Let me read it here:

Whereas, the Charter School Divisio
submitted for approval a document entitled Re
Stages for the Initial Charter School Applica
Framework, 2011;

Whereas, the Public Education Commi
Charter School Committee has recommended appr
this framework with the changes we have discu

Therefore, be it resolved that the
Education Commission hereby approves the revi
stages for the initial charter application fr
2011 as set forth in the attached documents
submitted by the Charter Schools Division.

MS. SHEARMAN: Second.

CHAIR GARRISON: We have a second b
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Commissioner Shearman. We will proceed with
call vote through Secretary Gant.

MR. GANT: Commissioner Bergman.

MR. BERGMAN: Yes.

MR. GANT: Commissioner Carr.

MR. CARR: Yes.

MR. GANT: Commissioner Lopez.

MS. LOPEZ: Yes.

MR. GANT: Commissioner Shearman.

MS. SHEARMAN: Yes.

MR. GANT: Mr. Garrison.

CHAIR GARRISON: Yes.

MR. GANT: Commissioner Gant votes
6-0 in favor.

CHAIR GARRISON: Be it resolved tha
nitial charter school application review fr
changes are approved.

October 21st and December 16th, did
have any findings there on their calendars as
reasons to move those?

MR. BERGMAN: | can think of none a
time. It's hard to look a year into the futu
say I'm not going to have any.

CHAIR GARRISON: You are right, and

think it is what it is. We did our best.
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MR.
MR.
MR.
MR.

MR.
MS.
MR.
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With that said, Counsel, do we need to
vote on this calendar? We tentatively accepte d it.
MR. ARNOLD: You should vote on it.

CHAIR GARRISON: Okay. The Chair wi I

entertain a motion.

MR. GANT: So moved.

MS. SHEARMAN: Second.

CHAIR GARRISON: It has been moved t 0
accept the calendar and seconded by Commission er
Shearman. We will proceed with roll call vot e.

Commissioner Gant.

MR. GANT: Commissioner Bergman.
BERGMAN: Yes.
GANT: Commissioner Carr.
CARR: Yes.
GANT: Commissioner Lopez.

MS. LOPEZ: Yes.
GANT: Commissioner Shearman.
SHEARMAN: Yes.

GANT: Commissioner Garrison.

CHAIR GARRISON: Yes.

MR. GANT: Commissioner Gant votes yes.

It's a 6-0 vote in favor.

CHAIR GARRISON: The 2011 calendar is
approved.
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Reports from PEC committees is item
10, and we have Strategic Planning, Kathryn
Krivitzky chair, we know they did not meet. B
technical education from Eugene Gant, chair.
have a presentation, a very nicely done presen
by Dr. Lomax. Do you have anything to add?

MR. GANT: | have nothing to add to
Mr. Chair.

CHAIR GARRISON: And letter C is cha
schools, and | believe Mr. Bergman went over
items, so thank you.
| have done that.

MR. BERGMAN:
CHAIR GARRISON: Thank you. No. 12

already completed through Beverly Friedman f

Dr. Susanna Murphy on the comments of the sec
Is there anything else you want to add, Ms.
Friedman?

MS. FRIEDMAN: No.

CHAIR GARRISON: No. 12, Secretary
Education comment.

MS. FRIEDMAN: Not at this time.

CHAIR GARRISON: Thank you.

No. 14 are PEC comments. We have |
a, information on the prevention of bullying,

letter b, W-2 and 1099 forms for commissioner

or
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disseminated or tried to disseminate the websi
addresses, and some of the new information tha
in. Council Willie Brown had informed me that
Secretary Duncan had released some information
bullying, so thank you for providing that for
believe you have that in a packet today.

If there are no comments about the
bullying, | just want to make my comment in th
looking at charter schools and looking at char
schools that are serving high risk children,
bullying aspect has many, many facets to it.
with technology, we are looking at the Facebo
cyber bullying, and these folks are slick and
are smart. It's almost like looking at the y
man in prison that got busted for robbing ban
became pretty proficient at it even though th
didn't get caught. These children will find
different ways to involve themselves in that
the jungle and the pecking order of life.

So please read the information on
bullying, and look at your respective distric
those of you that are in local school distric
The LEAS need to be heavily involved in this,
because you see the teens that don't have the

emotional development to handle bullying, and
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answer is escape. And many times that is suic
and so it's such an important issue. | am gla
NASBE disseminated that information out in DC
was in the last meeting. Please read it throu
your leisure.

Letter b is W-2 and 1099 forms for
commissioners. | don't know if we were going
presented any new information or if Commission
Gant has something.

MR. GANT: Yes, Mr. Chair, members
commission. | talked to Bern this morning be
she had to leave. She had been working with
finance people. They wouldn't give her an an
The only answer she could get was have them m
appointment with me, and | will explain it.

Well, after the change of leadershi
here in this part of the world, maybe we will
somebody else that would be willing to come o
talk to us why we are getting 1099s for what
up here. So right now | recommend that we lo
forward to doing this again in the future.

THE REPORTER: And that person's na
again?

MR. GANT: Bernadette Tennyson.

MS. FRIEDMAN: Mr. Chair.
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CHAIR GARRISON: Yes, Beverly Friedm an.

MS. FRIEDMAN: | would just like to add
that Bern left me with a name of Mr. Anthony A rmijo
and his phone number if you are interested in
talking to him within the next two weeks.

CHAIR GARRISON: Can you e-mail that
information to the whole commission?

MS. FRIEDMAN: Yes, | can.

CHAIR GARRISON: Thank you so much.

MS. FRIEDMAN: Sure.

CHAIR GARRISON: Item No. 15 on the agenda
is adjournment. | will now entertain comment s from
commissioners.

Commissioner Shearman.

MS. SHEARMAN: 1 just wanted to let
everyone know. | think | sent it outin an e -mail,
but my life has been a blur here lately so I' m not
exactly positive. The government task force on --
what is it? -- government restructuring, what ever
the word is, has recommended the elimination of the
Public Education Commission. | think each of us
personally might want to make some contact wi th our
legislators if they so choose.

The ones | talked to don't seem to think
it's a very seriously taken recommendation. It
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would be two years before it would happen. It
constitutional amendment, and frankly we don't
them that much anyway. But | just wanted to b
it up so that everyone would be aware of it, a
you see your legislators, you might want to vi
vith them about it. Thank you.

CHAIR GARRISON: Thank you, Commissi
Shearman.

Commissioner Gant.

MR. GANT: Yes. Mr. Chairman, memb
the commission, | would like to pick up on
Commissioner Shearman's comments. There are
other reasons why, besides constitutional cha
legislators aren't really interested is that
two duties in this commission that aren't done
anywhere else. One is the Perkins grant. By
someone has to do it, other than the PED. We
the ones that do it. Who else is going to do

Second, if they turn over the
authorization or non-authorization, renewals
nonrenewals to some other agency, who that wo
is beyond -- | mean, | wouldn't even think of
would be. Who is going to be the appealing
authority if charters are denied? If the cha

recommended for denial by the PED, CSD, or wh
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who is going to do it, because they all work f or the
secretary of ed. We don't work for the secret ary of
ed. We are advisors to the secretary of ed., but we
can make independent decisions on charters' re newal
or denial. That's my point.

Go out and talk to your legislators. I
think the superintendents and all that are goi ng to
say don't do it. New Mexico School Board
Association are coming up online and saying d on't
make that change.

My next comment deals with -- and | call
it "Graduate New Mexico." This is an initiat ive put
in by the governor, there has been some stimu lus
money on it, and there was a comment made dur ing the
CTE statewide advisory council a week or two ago
that | attended that there may not be any sti mulus
money next year for this project. That's whe re
kids, students come back to school after they have
dropped out for a while. They can be of any age.
We have 62 of them down in Las Cruces right n ow
attending LCPS schools.

| talked to the head, Dr. Sanchez, the
head of curriculum down at Las Cruces Public
Schools, and he says, well, we will just cont inue to
do it, and they can be counted as SEDs. Ino ther
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words, they become counted in as a school
population. Therefore, we will get state mone
cover the cost to educate these kids, and we w
get them graduated as they so desire. And a |
kids are coming back. When they get into thei
twenties, they are coming back, and it's a goo

thing.

out this afternoon and we have got to fix this
somehow, the charter applicants come in and t
about, well, APS evaluated us this way and th
found this. Then CSD, PED come in and evalua
this way and they find something different.
all districts need to be on the same sheet of
that we use here, because it is very good. |
know how to do that. We have been working on
a number of years. But they had come out tod
well, APS told us we were great and you are t
us we are bad, so which is it. So we have to
on with the same sheet of music somehow. Tha
CHAIR GARRISON: Ms. Friedman.
MS. FRIEDMAN: A point of personal
privilege, Chair. Basically | am a governor
employee, and this will be my last PEC meetin

so | want to wish you all well and tell you t

The last issue, and it was kind of pointed

186

y to
ill

ot of

alk

ey

te us
Somehow
music
don't

it for

ay,

elling
come

nk you.

exempt
g. And

hat |

SANTA FE OFFICE

119 East Marcy, Suite 110

Santa Fe, NM 87501

(505) 989-4949

FAX (505) 820-6349
PROFFSSIONAL COURT
REPORTING SERVICE

SSOCIATES ..

MAIN OFFICE

201 Third NW, Suite 1630
Albuquerque, NM 87102
(505) 843-9494

FAX (505) 843-9492
1-800-669-9492

e-mail: info@litsupport.com



© 00 N oo o A~ w NP

N N NN NN P PP R R R P PR
a &~ 0w N P © ® N o U A W N L O

have enjoyed working with you. And Bern and W
and Rudy and Sam will pick up and care for you
next year.

MS. LOPEZ: We'll miss you.

MS. FRIEDMAN: Thank you.

MS. SHEARMAN: We will really miss 'y

CHAIR GARRISON: What a tease. She
me all dependent, and then, the story of my ya
rug out. We will miss you greatly, and thank
for everything that you have done for us and
us. Thanks a lot.

MR. BERGMAN: You are not going to
reapply?

MS. FRIEDMAN: | have reapplied, bu
haven't heard anything, so you know, | just -

MS. SHEARMAN: There's a possibilit

MS. FRIEDMAN: Well, | don't hear.
don't think so. | don't think so.

CHAIR GARRISON: Why?

MS. FRIEDMAN: If they ask, | will
there but --

MR. CARR: Worth a try.

MR. BERGMAN: We have certainly
appreciated all the work you have done for us

MS. FRIEDMAN: Well, thank you very
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CHAIR GARRISON: Thank you, Beverly.

Any other comments by commissioners?

MS. LOPEZ: Happy holidays.

MS. SHEARMAN: Happy holidays.

MR. GANT: Happy holidays.

CHAIR GARRISON: The Chair will ente rtain
a motion to adjourn.

MR. CARR: Move we adjourn.

MR. BERGMAN: Second.

CHAIR GARRISON: All those in favor say
aye.

MR. BERGMAN: This is off the recor d.

(The meeting concluded at 3:39 p.m. )
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