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Test FactsTest Facts

StandardsStandards--based assessmentsbased assessments
Reading (Grades 3Reading (Grades 3--9 and 11)9 and 11)
Mathematics (Grades 3Mathematics (Grades 3--9 and 11)9 and 11)
Science (Grades 3Science (Grades 3--9)9)
Nearly 195,000 public school students in Nearly 195,000 public school students in 
eight grades took the testseight grades took the tests
Results include both English and Spanish Results include both English and Spanish 
tests, and students who took the tests tests, and students who took the tests 
with or without accommodationswith or without accommodations
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New Tests, New DataNew Tests, New Data

StandardsStandards--based assessments were based assessments were 
administered for the first time in Spring administered for the first time in Spring 
2005 in Grades 3, 5, 6, 7, and 92005 in Grades 3, 5, 6, 7, and 9
Tests in Grades 4, 8, and 11 were also Tests in Grades 4, 8, and 11 were also 
““newnew”” –– substantially redesigned to substantially redesigned to 
improve alignment to the breadth and improve alignment to the breadth and 
depth of New Mexico Content Standardsdepth of New Mexico Content Standards
Comparisons with test results from Comparisons with test results from 
previous years are inappropriateprevious years are inappropriate
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Reading ProficiencyReading Proficiency

Reading: % of Students At or Above Proficient
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Reading: Nearing Proficiency & AboveReading: Nearing Proficiency & Above

Reading: % of Students Nearing Proficiency or Higher
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Reading Performance LevelsReading Performance Levels

Reading: Performance Levels by Grade
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Reading: ObservationsReading: Observations
% of students at or above Proficient % of students at or above Proficient 
ranges from a high of 57% in Grades 5 ranges from a high of 57% in Grades 5 
and 11 to a low of 41% in Grade 6and 11 to a low of 41% in Grade 6
More than 80% of the students at nearly More than 80% of the students at nearly 
all grades at Nearing Proficiency or aboveall grades at Nearing Proficiency or above
% of students at the Advanced level % of students at the Advanced level 
ranges from a high of 16% at Grade 5 to a ranges from a high of 16% at Grade 5 to a 
low of 2% at Grade 9low of 2% at Grade 9
% of students at the Beginning Step level % of students at the Beginning Step level 
ranges from a low of 10% in Grades 5 and ranges from a low of 10% in Grades 5 and 
6 to a high of 25% in Grade 96 to a high of 25% in Grade 9
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Math ProficiencyMath Proficiency

Mathematics: % of Students At or Above Proficient
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Math: Nearing Proficiency & AboveMath: Nearing Proficiency & Above

Mathematics: % of Students Nearing Proficiency or Higher
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Math Performance LevelsMath Performance Levels

Mathematics: Performance Levels by Grade
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Math: ObservationsMath: Observations
% of students at or above Proficient % of students at or above Proficient 
ranges from a high of 43% in Grade 3 to a ranges from a high of 43% in Grade 3 to a 
low of 20% in Grade 7low of 20% in Grade 7
More than 70% of students at nearly all More than 70% of students at nearly all 
grades performed at Nearing Proficiency grades performed at Nearing Proficiency 
or above or above –– more than 90% at Grade 3more than 90% at Grade 3
% of students at the Advanced level % of students at the Advanced level 
ranges from a high of 7% in Grades 4 and ranges from a high of 7% in Grades 4 and 
11 to a low of 2% in Grade 711 to a low of 2% in Grade 7
% of students at the Beginning Step level % of students at the Beginning Step level 
ranges from a low of 7% in Grade 3 to a ranges from a low of 7% in Grade 3 to a 
high of 29% in Grade 7high of 29% in Grade 7
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Science ProficiencyScience Proficiency

Science: % of Students At or Above Proficient
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Science: Nearing Proficiency & AboveScience: Nearing Proficiency & Above

Science: % of Students Nearing Proficiency or Higher
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Science Performance LevelsScience Performance Levels

Science: Performance Levels by Grade
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Science: ObservationsScience: Observations
% of students at or above Proficient % of students at or above Proficient 
ranges from a high of 77% at Grade 3 to a ranges from a high of 77% at Grade 3 to a 
low of 25% at Grade 8low of 25% at Grade 8
More than 90% of students in Grades 3More than 90% of students in Grades 3--5 5 
and about 79% or more in Grades 6and about 79% or more in Grades 6--9 and 9 and 
11 at Nearing Proficiency or above11 at Nearing Proficiency or above
% of students at the Advanced level % of students at the Advanced level 
ranges from a high of 9% at Grade 3 to a ranges from a high of 9% at Grade 3 to a 
low of less than 1% at Grades 7 and 8low of less than 1% at Grades 7 and 8
% of students at the Beginning Step level % of students at the Beginning Step level 
ranged from a low of 1% at Grade 3 to a ranged from a low of 1% at Grade 3 to a 
high of 20% at Grade 8high of 20% at Grade 8
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Achievement Gap by Ethnicity: Achievement Gap by Ethnicity: 
ReadingReading

Reading: % of Students At or Above Proficient, by Ethnicity
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Achievement Gap by Ethnicity: Achievement Gap by Ethnicity: 
MathMath

Mathematics: % of Students At or Above Proficient, by Ethnicity
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Achievement Gap by Ethnicity: Achievement Gap by Ethnicity: 
ScienceScience

Science: % of Students At or Above Proficient, by Ethnicity
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Achievement Gap by Income Level: Achievement Gap by Income Level: 
ReadingReading

Reading: % of Students At or Above Proficient, by Income Level
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Achievement Gap by Income Level: Achievement Gap by Income Level: 
MathMath

Mathematics: % of Students At or Above Proficient, by Income Level
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Performance Gap by Income Level: Performance Gap by Income Level: 
ScienceScience

Science: % of Students At or Above Proficient, by Income Level
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Achievement Gap byAchievement Gap by
Disability Status: ReadingDisability Status: Reading

Reading: % of Students At or Above Proficient, by Disability Status

60
.2

%

57
.4

%

63
.6

%

46
.2

% 56
.4

%

58
.5

%

49
.1

% 63
.8

%

19
.9

%

17
.3

%

16
.9

%

8.
4% 11

.1
%

12
.6

%

8.
1% 13

.6
%

0.0%

25.0%

50.0%

75.0%

100.0%

Grade 3 Grade 4 Grade 5 Grade 6 Grade 7 Grade 8 Grade 9 Grade 11

%
 A

t o
r 

Ab
ov

e 
P

ro
fic

ie
nt

 .

Non-Disabled Students Students with Disabilities



2323

Achievement Gap byAchievement Gap by
Disability Status: MathDisability Status: Math

Mathematics: % of Students At or Above Proficient, by Disability Status
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Achievement Gap byAchievement Gap by
Disability Status: ScienceDisability Status: Science

Science: % of Students At or Above Proficient, by Disability Status
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Achievement Gap by English Achievement Gap by English 
Language Learner Status: ReadingLanguage Learner Status: Reading

Reading: % At or Above Proficient, by English Language Learner (ELL) Status

62
.1

%

59
.7

%

65
.6

%

48
.4

%

55
.6

%

57
.7

%

49
.1

% 62
.8

%

59
.9

%

54
.8

%

62
.1

%

33
.8

%

50
.1

%

53
.1

%

39
.2

% 51
.4

%

34
.4

%

28
.3

%

29
.3

%

17
.3

% 26
.7

%

26
.2

%

18
.4

%

26
.0

%

0.0%

25.0%

50.0%

75.0%

100.0%

Grade 3 Grade 4 Grade 5 Grade 6 Grade 7 Grade 8 Grade 9 Grade 11

%
 A

t o
r 

Ab
ov

e 
P

ro
fic

ie
nt

 .

Never ELL Exited ELL Status Currently ELL



2626

Achievement Gap by English Achievement Gap by English 
Language Learner Status: MathLanguage Learner Status: Math

Math: %  At or Above Proficient, by English Language Learner (ELL) Status
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Achievement Gap by English Achievement Gap by English 
Language Learner Status: ScienceLanguage Learner Status: Science

Science: % At or Above Proficient, by English Language Learner (ELL) Status

84
.1

%

60
.5

%

49
.1

%

37
.4

%

32
.8

%

30
.2

% 43
.5

%

82
.5

%

52
.1

%

37
.3

%

19
.9

%

17
.9

%

19
.4

% 29
.9

%

55
.5

%

27
.2

%

16
.4

%

9.
2%

5.
9%

5.
7% 10

.7
%

0.0%

25.0%

50.0%

75.0%

100.0%

Grade 3 Grade 4 Grade 5 Grade 6 Grade 7 Grade 8 Grade 9

%
 A

t o
r 

Ab
ov

e 
P

ro
fic

ie
nt

 .

Never ELL Exited ELL Status Currently ELL



2828

Achievement Gaps: ObservationsAchievement Gaps: Observations

Sizable achievement gaps in all content Sizable achievement gaps in all content 
areas based on ethnicity, income level, areas based on ethnicity, income level, 
disability status, and ELL statusdisability status, and ELL status
Achievement gaps are not nearly as large Achievement gaps are not nearly as large 
when we examine the % of students at when we examine the % of students at 
Nearing Proficiency or aboveNearing Proficiency or above
Performance of exited ELL students is Performance of exited ELL students is 
close to, and sometimes higher than, close to, and sometimes higher than, 
students who were never classified ELLstudents who were never classified ELL



2929

For Further Information For Further Information ……

PED WebsitePED Website
–– http://www.ped.state.nm.ushttp://www.ped.state.nm.us

EmailEmail
–– edward.gilliland@state.nm.usedward.gilliland@state.nm.us

TelephoneTelephone
–– (505) 827(505) 827--66316631


