GUIDELINES FOR GRANT REAUTHORIZATION
INDIVIDUALS WITH DISABILITIES EDUCATION ACT-PART B
NEW MEXICO PUBLIC EDUCATION DEPARTMENT
APRIL 2005
GENERAL INFORMATION
The purpose of this document is to provide information to New Mexico Public Education Agencies on the submission of the reauthorization and the awarding of funds under the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act, Part B (IDEA-B).

THOSE ELIGIBLE 
Local Education Agencies (LEAs) and State Supported Educational Programs (SSEPs) that have completed required child count reports are eligible to apply for funds under these grants.  Applicants for single agency IDEA-B entitlement must have more than 300 students on their IDEA-B annual student census. All agencies with 300 or less students on their IDEA-B annual student census must be a member of a consolidated application with the exception of the New Mexico School for the Deaf and the New Mexico School for the Visually Handicapped.  Agencies with more than 300 students on their IDEA-B annual student census may join an REC and submit a consolidated application.

DISTRIBUTION OF FUNDS
Both IDEA-B and Preschool funds are available for distribution as required by AMENDMENTS TO THE INDIVIDUALS WITH DISABILITIES EDUCATION ACT 611(d)(2) and 619(g)(1).

DUE DATE

Reauthorization forms (original copy only) must be received on or before May 20, 2005:

New Mexico Public Education Department
Special Education Bureau
120 Federal Place
Room 206

Santa Fe, NM 87501-2752
AWARD NOTICE
Allocations for Fund codes 24106, 24107 (if applicable), and 24109 will be included as federal revenues in the school district’s operating budget which is typically approved by the Public Education Department (PED) before June 30, 2005. Application approval letters will be mailed as soon as applications are approved and cash disbursements will begin in July for those LEAs whose reauthorization has been approved by then.
CARRYOVER PERIOD

LEAs are allowed 27 months to spend funds. Beginning with the 2005-06 awards, applicants will be limited to 15% carryover annually.
ALLOWABLE USES OF GRANT FUNDS
The IDEA at 34 CFR Sec. 300.230 – Use of amounts states that funds are to be used in accordance with applicable provisions of IDEA-Part B to supplement the costs of providing special education and related services to children with disabilities.  Therefore, funds must not be used to pay for activities for gifted students.  In addition, PRESCHOOL funds must be used exclusively for services for three to five year olds.
CRITERIA FOR REAUTHORIZATION APPROVAL
1) The application includes all required components. (See DIRECTIONS).

2) The BUDGET adequately addresses the needs of students with disabilities.

3) Issues of noncompliance with state and federal regulations as identified in corrective action plans related to state level administrative complaints, due process hearings, and/or focused monitoring visits are being appropriately addressed.

4) All data submissions required on the 40th, 80th, 120th day, End of Year, and December 1 count dates must have been completed.

Before taking final action with respect to the disapproval of a reauthorization form, in whole or in part, the PED shall provide the LEA with notice and the opportunity for a hearing as specified in 34 CFR 300.144 and EDGAR {34 CFR 76.401}.

LEA COMPLIANCE
The IDEA Reauthorization of 2004 20 U.S.C. 1413  Section 613(f)(1) if the PED finds that any LEA is failing to comply with any requirement under 613(a), the PED shall reduce or shall not provide any further payments to the applicant until the PED is satisfied that the applicant is complying with the requirements.  The PED must provide reasonable notice and an opportunity for a hearing to the applicant before reducing or stopping payments.

PROJECT CHANGES

Changes affecting FTE, capital outlay or function totals must be approved by the local school board* and the PED with a Budget Adjustment Request (BAR).  (Please refer to Accounting Requirements for Federal Programs, March 2002, for further information.) 

DIRECTIONS

1)
Submit the signed ASSURANCES.

2)   Be sure to included the names of parents who are not employees of the district who participated in the development of the reauthorization form.
3)
Submit the OBJECTIVES on paper, as required.
4)
Submit BUDGET SPREADSHEETS electronically, using the formatted templates provided on the Special Education Bureau web site. Only budget the allocated amounts.  Carryover will not be allowed to be budgeted until carryover notices are issued. (NMSD and NMSVH should only submit BARs. RECs should submit BARs and electronic spreadsheets.)
6)
RECs must submit the following for each member district:

· a set of signed assurances

IDEA-B ENTITLEMENT, PRESCHOOL, WEIGHTED CHILD COUNT 

GRANT REAUTHORIZATION: 2005-2006
LEA/member district: 
______________________________________________________





Name of LEA (For RECs, submit this page for each member district)





Submission Statement:  This reauthorization was submitted to the local school board of the __________ school district on _____________, 2005, and the district has elected to submit this application for the purpose of maximizing resources in meeting fully all obligations to children with disabilities of the district under the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act-Part B.  In conjunction with this submission, I certify that all assurances that follow have been met.

______________________________        
______________   

Superintendent's signature            

Date
Cash Disbursements and Expenditure Reporting:  The LEA acknowledges that cash will be disbursed via a bimonthly wire.  The PED will make a one time initial allocation of 1/12 of the grant award and then will disburse funds on a reimbursement basis for the remaining grant award period.
The authorized agent for submitting expenditures for the LEA is as follows:



Name ____________________________________



Email address ______________________________



Telephone ____________

2.
Public Information: The LEA will make available to parents of children with disabilities and to the general public all documents relating to Part B eligibility. [20 U.S.C. §1413(a)(7); 34 C.F.R. §300.242]


Please list the names of parents of students with disabilities who are not employees of the district who participated in the development of this reauthorization:

3.
Federal Program General Assurances: The LEA assures that it has Federal Program General Assurances on file with the New Mexico Public Education Department.  The LEA acknowledges that the Federal Program General Assurances are incorporated herein by reference as though fully set forth herein.  

a.    P.L. 81-874: The LEA assures that any P.L. 81-874 add-on funds which it may receive for the benefit of students with disabilities will be spent in accordance with the federal regulations governing that program.

b.
 Compliance With IDEA as Amended: The LEA assures that it will comply with all applicable requirements of the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) Parts A and B, Title 20 United States Code, Sections 1401-ff., as amended (Public Law 105-17, 1997), and the implementing regulations, Title 34 Code of Federal Regulations, Sections 300.1-ff., as amended (Federal Register Vol. 64 No. 48, pages 12406-ff., March 12, 1999).

c.    
 Consistency with State Policies: The LEA, in providing for the education of children with disabilities within its jurisdiction, has in effect policies, procedures and programs that are consistent with all applicable state policies and procedures established under 20 U.S.C.§1412.  [20 U.S.C. §1413(a)(1); 34 C.F.R. §300.220]

 d.    Use of  Part B Funds -- Nonsupplanting and Maintenance of Effort: IDEA Part B funds received by the LEA will be used only to pay the excess costs of providing special education and related services to children with disabilities and to supplement and not supplant state, local and other Federal funds.  Except as provided in 20 U.S.C. §§1413(a)(2) and 1413(a)(4), Part B funds will not be used to reduce the level of the LEAs expenditures from state and local funds for the education of children with disabilities below the level of those expenditures for the preceding fiscal year. [20 U.S.C. §§1413(a)(2), 1413(a)(4); 34 C.F.R. §§300.184-185, 300.230-235]

e.
Personnel Development: The LEA will ensure that all personnel necessary to carry out its Part B obligations are appropriately and adequately prepared.  The LEA will contribute to and use the state’s comprehensive system of personnel development to the extent that the applicant determines appropriate. [20 U.S.C. §1413(a)(3); 34 C.F.R. §§300.135, 300.221]
f.
Charter Schools: With respect to any public charter school that is under the applicant’s administrative control and direction, the LEA serves children with disabilities attending those schools in the same manner as it serves children with disabilities in its other schools and provides Part B funds to those schools in the same manner and at the same time as it provides those funds to its other schools. [20 U.S.C. §1413(a)(5); 34 C.F.R. §300.241]
g.
Information for NMPED: The LEA will provide NMPED with the information which NMPED regards as necessary to carry out its duties under Part B.  Such information will include, with respect to 20 U.S.C.§§1412(a)(16) and (17), information relating to the performance of children with disabilities participating in Part B programs.  Such information shall also include, with respect to 20 U.S.C. §1412(a)(22), such data as NMPED deems necessary to carry out its duty to determine if significant discrepancies exist between the rates of long-term suspensions and expulsions of children with and without disabilities.  [20 U.S.C. §1413(a)(6); 34 C.F.R. §300.240]
h.
Equitable Access:  The LEA provides equitable access and participation in all IDEA program benefits and activities, regardless of gender, race, national origin, color, disability, and age.  {Section 427 of General Education Provisions Act of Improving America’s Schools Act of 1994 (P.L. 103-382)]

OBJECTIVE 1: DIRECT INSTRUCTION AND EXTENDED SCHOOL YEAR

Please mark those items for which the applicant has budgeted funds.

___
Employment of special education teachers, substitute teachers, and special education aides who work with students with disabilities

___
Stipends for general education teachers and aides involved in special education related activities for students with disabilities
___
Purchased services that are directly associated with the teaching of students with disabilities
___
Purchase of educational supplies, materials, curriculum, and software directly involved with implementing IEPs for students with disabilities
___
Training costs for general and special education teachers and aides when related to improving instruction for students with disabilities
___
Transportation costs other than to and from school for students with disabilities when related to implementing IEPs

___
Purchase of educational equipment used in direct instruction of students with disabilities 
___
Costs related to extended school year service for students with disabilities
Prior approval required for purchases of $1000 or more per unit out of 01.6411 or function 10911. There is no expectation that the applicant will be able to identify equipment purchases for 2005-06 at the time of application approval.  However, as the need for equipment becomes apparent during 2005-06, please fax the EQUIPMENT FOR SPECIAL EDUCATION FOR STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES form listing the item(s) the applicant plans to purchase. The page will be faxed back to the applicant with approval. This process is required each time a purchase of $1000 or more per unit out of 01.6411 is anticipated.

OBJECTIVE 2: INSTRUCTIONAL SUPPORT
Please mark those items for which the applicant has budgeted funds.
___
Child Find to include private schools and evaluation activities

___
Employment of supervisors of special education for students with disabilities
___
Employment of related service providers who work with students with disabilities

___
Employment of other professional staff who support students with disabilities
___
Employment of support staff who work on special education related duties for students with disabilities
___
Contracting for related service personnel

___
Contracting for consultants to improve and support special education services for students with disabilities
___
Stipends for students with disabilities in work-study programs

___
Stipends for non-employees (including parents) who are involved in special education  related activities for students with disabilities
___
Other purchased services related to special education activities for students with disabilities
___
Purchase of educational supplies, materials, curriculum, and software supporting services for students with disabilities

___
Training costs for related service providers and other professional and support staff when training is related to improving services for students with disabilities
___
Transportation costs other than to and from school for students with disabilities when related to implementing IEPs

___
Travel costs for parents of students with disabilities when travel is related to special education related activities for students with disabilities

___
Purchase of educational equipment used in supporting services for students with disabilities 
Prior approval required for purchases of $1000 or more per unit out of 02.6411 or 10911. There is no expectation that the applicant will be able to identify equipment purchases for 2005-06 at the time of application approval.  However, as the need for equipment becomes apparent during 2005-06, please fax the EQUIPMENT FOR SPECIAL EDUCATION FOR STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES form listing the item(s) the LEA plans to purchase. The page will be faxed back to the applicant with approval noted. This process is required each time a purchase of $1000 or more per unit out of 02.6411 is anticipated.
OBJECTIVE 3:  ALL OTHER ACTIVITIES RELATED TO THE PROVISION OF SPECIAL EDUCATION SERVICES TO STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES
Please describe any other activities the applicant wishes to fund and explain how those activities are specifically related to the provision of special education services to students with disabilities. Prior approval is required.
OBJECTIVE 4: EARLY INTERVENING SERVICES OBJECTIVE
Under the 2004 amendments to the IDEA, Section 613 (f), local education agencies may use up to 15% of the current year allocation (24106) for students in kindergarten through grade 12 (with a particular emphasis on students in kindergarten through grade 3) who have not been identified as needing special education or related services but who need additional academic and behavioral support to succeed in the general education environment. Prior Approval is required.
Please mark those items for which the applicant has budgeted funds.

___
professional development for teachers and other school staff to deliver scientifically based academic instruction and behavioral interventions, including scientifically based literacy instruction, and, where appropriate, instruction on the use of adaptive and instructional software
___
providing educational and behavioral evaluations, services, and supports, including scientifically based literacy instruction

If any funds are budgeted under this objective, the district must estimate the number of students who will be served with these funds during 2005-06: _________

OBJECTIVE 5: PRIVATE SCHOOL OBJECTIVE

Under CFR 300.453, the applicant must budget a proportionate amount of funds (see PRIVATE SCHOOL STUDENT ALLOCATIONS, attached) for services to students with disabilities who are parentally placed in private or home schools.  Under CFR 300.455, these services are to be documented on a written services plan for each eligible student.  The plan must include transportation costs, in certain situations.  See CFR 300.456(b) for details.  A sample plan is available at http://www.ped.state.nm.us/seo/library/services.plan.pdf  A separate objective is required for the purpose of tracking these funds. Prior approval is required.
Do not include budget for child find and reevaluation activities under this objective.  That budget belongs under Objective 2.

During the 2005-2006 school year, if an LEA learns that a public school student is being removed by the parent(s) to a private or home school, the applicant will need to adjust the amount budgeted to this objective.  The LEA should divide the number of parentally placed private/home school students eligible for special education services by the most recent December 1 count of students served by the applicant.  That fraction should be multiplied by the allocation to determine the amount that should be budgeted to this objective.  The intent of the federal regulations is that this population should receive a proportionate amount for services.

If no eligible private school students are present, leave this page blank.

Please mark those items for which the applicant has budgeted funds.

___
Employment/contracting of additional special education and related services personnel to deliver direct instruction or to deliver consultation to home school and private school personnel (excluding evaluation services)

___
Purchase of educational supplies directly related to the services plans of students with disabilities

OBJECTIVE 6: CHARTER SCHOOL OBJECTIVE for _____________________________










School Name

In order to verify that LEAs are reserving a proportionate amount of funds (see CHARTER SCHOOLS, attached) for service to students with disabilities in charter schools, the reauthorization form must include a separate objective for each charter school.  (If more than one charter school exists, include a copy of this page for each charter school and send an e-mail to jmartin@ped.state.nm.us to receive a spreadsheet individualized for the district or regional cooperative.)  For districts with charter schools that do not open until fall 2005, a proportionate amount must be based on an estimate of students with disabilities who will be served at the charter school.  If no estimate is available, use 17% of estimated enrollment. This estimated allocation should be adjusted on December 2005 to reflect actual counts of students with disabilities.  
Please note that fund distribution to charter schools must be made in the same manner and at the same time as to all other public schools in the district: new IDEA 613 (a) (5)
If no charter schools exist within the district boundaries, not applicable.
Please mark those items for which the applicant has budgeted funds.

___
Personnel costs for providing special education service to students with disabilities 

___
Training costs for staff involved with providing special education services for students with disabilities

___
Supplies and materials costs related to providing special education services for students with disabilities

___
Equipment costs related to providing special education services for students with disabilities
Inset private school chart here
Insert charter school chart here
Insert Nonsupplanting worksheet here
Insert Equipment Form here
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
Documentation of Private School Consultation
The 2004 amendments to IDEA, 612 (a) (10) (A) (iii) require that a local education agency (LEA) consult with representatives of private schools and parents of parentally placed private school students during the design and development of special education and related services for students with disabilities, regarding:
(I) the child find process

(II) the determination of the proportionate amount available to serve these students

(III) how parentally placed private school students can meaningfully participate in special education and related services

(IV) how, where, and by whom services will be provided to these students

(V) the process by which the LEA will notify, in writing, the reasons why the LEA may chose not to provide services as requested by representatives of private schools 

The law also requires that documentation of this consultation be provided to the state education agency.  The purpose of this form is to meet this requirement for documentation.

We, the undersigned representatives of private schools, affirm that we were consulted by (name of LEA) __________________________________ during the design and development of special education and related services for students with disabilities, with regard to the five items summarized above, taken from the 2004 amendments to IDEA at 612 (a) (10) (A) (iii).




LEA PRIVATE SCHOOL CONSULTATION DOCUMENT





	Name of Private School
	Name of Representative (print)
	Signature of Representative

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
Private School Evaluations from 2004-05

The 2004 amendments to IDEA, 612 (a) (10) (A) (i) (V), require that each LEA provide to the state the number of children in private schools who were evaluated for eligibility under IDEA, the number of children evaluated who were determined to be eligible for services, and the number of children who were served under IDEA.

	1. Number of students in private schools who were evaluated during 2004-05
	

	2. Number of students  (above) who were found to be eligible under IDEA
	

	3. Number of students (above) who were served *
	


* If there is a difference between line 2 and line 3, please provide a written justification. 
If no private schools exist within the boundaries of this LEA, this is not applicable.

